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The OCTELA Newsletter, member of  
The NCTE Information Exchange, is a 
publication of the Ohio Council of 
Teachers of English Language Arts 
(OCTELA), founded in 1957 as the   
English Association of Ohio (EAO).   
OCTELA is the only statewide affiliate of 
the National Council of Teachers of   
English (NCTE) representing teachers of 
English language arts, prekindergarten 
through college. 
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The world around us is changing at an astonishing pace, and schools  

are struggling to keep up with the world in which students live outside of school.   

The future for today’s students will be technology-driven, multi-tasking,  

and increasingly diverse.   

Twenty first century skills are those skills students  

need in order to be successful in that future. 
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The Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
has developed a vision for 21st century 

student success in the new  
global economy.  

 
Since 2002, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
has been working with states and communities to 
reinvigorate learning to meet the demands of the 
21st century.  Based on this work, the Partnership 
believes there are seven strategies for a successful 
statewide 21st Century Skills Initiative:  
 
1.  High-profile leadership:                                        
 State leaders at the highest level, including 
 the governor, chief state school officer,          
 legislators, educators, business leaders and 
 influential citizens, must make the case for 
 21st century learning. 

2.  Broad consensus and a shared vision:                   
 States should create an active coalition of 

 business, education, non-profit and   
 community organizations, and parents to 
 develop broad consensus and a shared          
 vision on the 21st century skills they value. 

3.  Ongoing professional development in 21st                                                    
 century skills:                                                        
 States should support administrators and 
 teachers with ongoing professional               
 development in 21st century skills.   

4.  Standards and curriculum aligned with 21st 
 century skills:                                            
 Given the results that matter for students 
 today, most academic standards are too low 
 and do not reflect 21st century skills or  
 content.  Many states allow students to earn 
 a high school diploma with eighth or tenth 
 grade knowledge and skills (or less), in core 
 subjects.  Higher standards are essential. 

5.  21st century assessments:                                 
 There is a growing, worldwide interest in 
 creating modern assessments that measure 
 21st century skills such as critical thinking, 
 problem solving, communication skills, and 
 ICT (Information and Communication 
 Technologies) literacy. 

6.  An effective communications strategy:     
 Clearly, planning and implementing a          
 successful statewide 21st Century Skills 
 Initiative requires a multi-faceted effort and 
 collaboration among many constituencies. 

7.  An aggressive implementation strategy:              
 In every state, some schools and educators 
 are already teaching and assessing 21st  
 century skills.  States should showcase          
 existing models of success for others to 
 learn from and build on; they should also 
 reach out to potential partners.  



Mastery of core subjects and 21st century themes 
is essential for students in the 21st century. Core 
subjects include:  

  English, reading or language arts 
  World languages 
  Arts 
  Mathematics 
  Economics 
  Science 
  Geography 
  History 
  Government and Civics 

 
In addition to these subjects, schools must move 
beyond a focus on basic competency in core   
subjects to promoting understanding of              
academic content at much higher levels by            
weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes 
into core subjects: 

• Global Awareness 
• Financial, Economic, Business, and                

Entrepreneurial Literacy 
• Civic Literacy 
• Health Literacy 
 

 

Learning and Innovation Skills: 

 

• Creativity and Innovation Skills  

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Skills  

• Communication and Collaboration Skills  
 

Information, Media and Technology Skills  

• Information Literacy  

• Media Literacy  

• ICT Literacy  
 

Life and Career Skills   

• Flexibility & Adaptability 

• Initiative & Self-Direction 

• Social & Cross-Cultural Skills 

• Productivity & Accountability 

• Leadership & Responsibility  

 

 
 The State Board of           
Education recognizes that               
graduating students who are              
well prepared for the 21st century 
is key to maintaining global competitiveness for the 
U.S. and Ohio. In 2007, the State Board created the 
Subcommittee for Education in the Global Economy 
(EDGE) to examine the question: 

 
"Looking ahead to 2020, what will be the  

most important skills, knowledge and behaviors for 

students to acquire to provide Ohio with competitive 

advantages in the global economy?"  
 

Top 10 List of Findings 

 The EDGE subcommittee research on the 
most important skills, knowledge and behaviors stu-
dents will need to provide Ohio with competitive             
advantages in the new global economy include: 

1. Critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and 
applied knowledge for practical results; 

2. Mastery of rigorous academic content,                  
especially in literacy, mathematics, and          
information technologies;  

3. Innovative and creative thinking, including         
entrepreneurial skills; 

4. Communication skills, both oral and written; 

5. Team learning and work, relationship           
building, and interpersonal social skills; 

6. Alignment of education with the needs of             
economic development, including better         
communications and cooperation between          
educators and business people* 
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7. Personal responsibility, including good work 
habits, work ethic, knowing how to be              
flexible and continue learning, and financial 
literacy; 

8. Global awareness, languages, and                 
understanding other cultures (including          
history, economics and geography); 

9. Communications and better interfaces          
between K-12 public education and post-
secondary/higher education to make high 
school graduates better prepared for the next 
stages of their education and lives;* 

10. Teacher education, preparation, and         
professional development to support content 
mastery and skill development, including          
applied learning (or problem-based learning) 
across disciplines in a global context;* 

*While these items are not necessarily knowledge, 
skills or behaviors, they were among the top 10  
responses and address changes needed in Ohio's 
education system.   
 

Conclusions: 
 The driving force for the 21st century is the 
intellectual capital of citizens.  Political, social, and 
economic advances in the United States during this 
millennium will be possible only if the intellectual 
potential of America’s youth is developed now. It 
should be no surprise that what students learn—as 
well as how they learn it and how often they must 
refresh these skills sets—is changing. 
  

 While education has always emphasized  
fluent reading, correct speech, and clear writing, 
there’s evidence that students aren’t mastering even 
these basic skills. In the recent report, Are They 

Really Ready to Work?, employers say that                 
although oral and written communication are 
among the top 4 skills they seek in new hires, all 

graduates are lacking in these areas.  
 

 High school graduates fare the worst, with 
72% of employers citing this group’s deficiency in 
writing in English, and 81% citing their deficiency 
in written communications.  Communication skills 
are especially critical in the expanding service 
economy—estimated to be 81% of jobs by 2014— 

where relationships with customers and fellow   
employees are of vital importance.   
 

 “As we move into the 21st century, our  
conception of literacy is evolving once again. The 
prevalence of technology in the everyday lives of 
the world’s citizens has grown at a rate that many 
would have found hard to imagine twenty five or 
even ten years ago. Policy makers, business leaders, 
and educators have come to expand their notion of 
a literate populace to include the skills and abilities 
that will enable citizens to function in an               
increasingly technological world.”   
 

 Information is doubling every five and one 
half years,  according to the American Association 
of School Librarians (AASL).  Technical informa-
tion is doubling every two years, according to Ian 
Jukes, a leading media commentator, and the 
amount of electronic information doubles every 
hour.  At this rate, it is imperative that schools         
prepare students to learn their way through this 
phenomenon in order to build knowledge.  
 

 Today’s youth are digital natives. They 
were born into a world rich with technological    
devices to access, store, and process information. 
Yet, while they may speak “technology” with 
greater fluency than their digital immigrant parents, 
they do not always do so with as much sophistica-
tion as they imagine, as much wisdom as their         
parents would wish, or as much competence as their 
teachers would like. Students may unwittingly cite 
sources that are highly biased; they may cut and 
paste together a report, then pass it off as original 
work.   
 

 Information literacy, among others, en-
ables students to give meaning and value to the 
facts,  figures, messages, and texts that fill our 
lives. When they know how to access, evaluate, and 

use data, they are better able  navigate the vast data 
ocean that surrounds our world. Thus, information 
literacy has a truly transformative effect, one that 
makes possible the acquisition of other skills necessary 
for 21st century life.  Reprinted in part from Partnership 

for 21st Century Skills. 

To read the entire report, go to 
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?

Itemid=120&id=254&option=com_content&task=view 
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OCTELA Welcomes Deborah Delisle, Ohio’s Next Superintendent of Public Instruction  

 The State Board of Education has                 
unanimously voted to appoint Deborah Delisle as 
the next state superintendent of public 
instruction.  
 “I deeply appreciate the opportu-
nity to work with the State Board on the           
selection of Deborah as our next state  
superintendent of public instruction,” 
said Governor Ted Strickland. “I believe 
Deborah is exactly the right person for 
the job at the right time. I look forward 
to working with her to accomplish our 
shared goal of building a world-class education 
system for Ohio students.”  
 Deborah Delisle replaces Susan Tave       
Zelman, who has served as state superintendent 
since 1999. Zelman announced her resignation       
earlier this year and will start Nov. 3 as the senior 
vice president of education at the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting in Washington, D.C. 
 “I am confident that Deborah will continue 
our strong reforms of the past decade and bring a 
new vision that will elevate our education system to 
one of world prominence,” said State Board           
President Jennifer L. Sheets. “We were looking 
for an individual that would bring together stake-
holders and advocate for public education. I am  
certain Deborah brings the right skills and              
experience to lead Ohio’s education system.” 
 In June, the state board hired Hudepohl & 
Associates, a Columbus based executive search 
firm, to manage the search. The state board          
interviewed five candidates for the position. In      
addition to members of the state board, Governor 
Strickland’s chief of staff John Haseley and State 
Senator Joy Padgett served as members of the 
Board’s search committee. 
 “I am honored to be selected as state          
superintendent of public instruction,” said Deborah 
Delisle. “I am excited to jump right in and work 
with the state board, governor, legislature, our       
districts and the many other education stakeholders 
to ensure our students are prepared for success in 
today’s global economy.”  
 As state superintendent, Delisle will lead 
and supervise the state’s elementary and secondary 
education system; oversee the Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE); administer licensing of Ohio’s 

early childhood through high school educators; 
serve as the state board’s secretary; and manage  

relationships with key stakeholders, such as 
the governor, state legislature, chancellor of 
Ohio’s university system and local school 
districts.                                                
 Since 2003, Delisle has been the        
superintendent of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights School District. She         
previously held the position of associate          
superintendent for educational services at the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 

School District. As superintendent, Delisle               
implemented the district’s One to One Teaching 
and Learning with Technology program, which by 
2012 will provide all students and teachers in 
grades 6 through 12 with a laptop computer for 
wireless learning. The program is in its pilot year 
this school year and recently distributed laptops to 
all students in the Monticello Middle School.        
Delisle also has partnered with two neighboring 
school districts to establish an International           
Academy, which will  provide a bilingual program 
of English and Mandarin Chinese, and led the  
transformation of the Cleveland Heights High 
School into five small schools.  
 In 2008, eSchool News named Delisle one 
of 10 Tech Savvy Superintendents in the nation, 
and she was selected as one of America’s Top 
Twenty Educators by Learning Magazine.  
 Prior to joining the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District, Delisle 
held the positions of director of academic services, 
director of curriculum/professional development 
and elementary school principal in the West Geauga 
School District; language arts specialist in the          
Orange School District; and coordinator of the K-12 
gifted/enrichment program in the Shaker Heights 
School District. She has also taught graduate level 
courses at Kent State University, Ursuline College, 
University of Northern Colorado and Simon Fraser 
University. 
 Delisle conducted her post-graduate work at 
Kent State University and Ashland University in 
administration and curriculum development. She 
received her Bachelor’s degree from Springfield 
College in Massachusetts and a Master’s degree in 
Special Education from Kent State University. 
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A Push to Curb the  
Casual Use of Ugly 
Phrases  
Reprinted from the New York Times  
October 8, 2008 
STUART ELLIOTT 
 
FOR the first time since the Advertising Council 
was founded in 1942, the organization—which    
directs and coordinates public service campaigns on 
behalf of Madison Avenue and the media industry— 
is introducing ads meant to tackle a social issue of 
concern to gays and lesbians.  
 
The campaign, which is scheduled to be announced 
by the council in Washington on Wednesday, will 
seek to discourage bullying and harassment of    
teenagers who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or          
transgender. 
 
The campaign, created pro bono by the New York 
office of Arnold Worldwide, urges an end to using 
derogatory language, particularly labeling anything 
deemed negative or unpleasant as “so gay.” That is 
underlined by the theme of the campaign: “When 
you say, ‘That’s so gay,’ do you realize what you 
say? Knock it off.” 
 
There will be television and radio commercials, 
print and outdoor ads and a special web site devoted 
to the campaign (thinkb4youspeak.com). Some 
spots feature celebrities, the young actress Hilary 
Duff and the comedian Wanda Sykes, delivering 
the message.  

The campaign is on behalf of a nonprofit                     
organization in New York called the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Education Network, or GLSEN 
(pronounced glisten), which promotes tolerance 
among students. GLSEN is spending about $2        
million to develop and produce the campaign. 
 
The introduction of the campaign will be                   
accompanied by GLSEN’s release of the 2007     
edition of an annual report, the National School        
Climate Survey. The survey will report that 9 in 10 
teenagers who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or                
transgender said they were verbally harassed during 

the last school year. Almost half said they were also 
physically harassed because of their sexual                 
orientation. 
 
The campaign is “something I dreamed about for 10 
years,” said Kevin Jennings, the founder and           
executive director at GLSEN, and has been in active 
development for two years.  “If you follow hateful 
language, you eventually get hurtful behavior,” he 
added. “The chain of events begins with kids           
learning it’s O.K. to disrespect people.” 
 
The campaign is “a very bold step” on the part of 
the council, Mr. Jennings said, in that “this will be, 
by a million miles, the largest public education  
campaign on L.G.B.T. issues.” 
 
“I think they know they’re going to take some flak,” 
he added, referring to the leadership of the council. 
Peggy Conlon, the president and chief executive of 
the council, said she did not believe, however, that 
there would be negative reaction. 
 
“Before GLSEN made the investment, we agreed 
we would poll the media community,” Ms. Conlon 
said, “to determine how receptive outlets like           
newspapers, magazines, television and radio stations 
and Web sites would be to run such ads.” 

 
In conversations with public service directors—the 
staff members at media outlets who help determine 
which pro bono campaigns run—“a very small       
percentage said they would not run the work,” she 
said, “not because it was ‘radioactive,’ but because 
they thought it was not appropriate for their target 
audience,” which may be older than those to whom 
the campaign is addressed. 
 
As for this being the first campaign under the aegis 
of the council to tackle discrimination against gays 
and lesbians, Ms. Conlon said, “we always had    
dialogue with that community,” which had been 
“focused on a different issue,” AIDS prevention. 
“We’re always looking for important messages on 
discrimination,” she said. “We thought this would be 
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“If you follow hateful language, you  

 

eventually get hurtful behavior...”  



a fabulous campaign to take on because it’s            
surprising how pervasive this language is.” 
 
The council has presented antidiscrimination         
campaigns like “A mind is a terrible thing to 
waste,” for the United Negro College Fund, and ads              
promoting gender equality (“Expect the best from a 
girl and that’s what you’ll get”). 
 
In the commercial featuring Ms. Sykes, three         
teenage boys at a pizzeria are making fun of a silly 
statue of a pizza chef. One says, “That’s so gay, 
really gay,” to which Ms. Sykes replies, “Please 
don’t say that,” and then asks how he would like it 
if she were to say something she disliked was “so 
‘16-year-old boy with a cheesy mustache.’ ” 
 
Some print ads are taking a similar tack. “That’s so 
‘Jock who can complete a pass but not a             
sentence,’ ” one headline reads. Another says, 
“That’s so ‘Gamer guy who has more video games 
than friends.’ ” The ads end this way: “Think that’s 
mean? How do you think ‘That’s so gay’ sounds? 
Hurtful. So, knock it off.” 
 
It is a tricky task to create a campaign that speaks 
to young people in a tone they do not deem                  
patronizing or condescending. To accomplish that, 
the campaign was researched and tested with the 
intended audience. 
 
“Kids that age are tough and media savvy; they see 
through things quickly,” said John Staffen, chief 
creative officer at Arnold N.Y.C., part of the       
Arnold Worldwide unit of Havas.  As a result, “you 
can’t be too preachy,” he added, “and you can’t sell 
too hard.” 
 
So the goal was “to show the situation in a new 
light,” Mr. Staffen said, “to point out this language 
can be hurtful and let the kids make their own          
decisions.” 
 
“Ultimately, we believe they will make the right 
decision,” he added.  Two students who were 
shown the ads to elicit their reactions praised the 
approach. 
 
“These ads do a great job of making you stop and 
think,” said David Aponte, 16, a junior at              
Battlefield High School in Haymarket, Va., who 

described himself as a “straight ally” of GLSEN 
and other organizations doing similar work. “I think 
people could connect to them,” he added. 
 
Lynnette Schweimler, 17, a senior at Thunder-
ridge High School in Highlands Ranch, Colo., said 
she hoped the campaign would “open people’s eyes 
a little bit.”  Ms. Schweimler said that when she 
was attacked last year by assailants who singled her 
out for being a lesbian, “They used a lot of            
derogatory language.” 
 
The repeating of such language “builds up              
intolerance,” she said, because “it’s used so often, 
people don’t understand the meaning of it.” 
 

Damaging language: 

The rate at which students use and hear negative 
language about lesbian, gay, bisexual or                
transgender (LGBT) people is huge. Over half of all 
students report hearing homophobic remarks often 
at school.  The common use of anti-LGBT language 
is directly related to an even bigger problem—the 
bullying and harassment of LGBT students.  Nine 
out of ten LGBT students report being harassed at 
school in the last year. Over one-third of LGBT       
students have been physically assaulted at school 
because of their sexual orientation or gender               
identity/expression. 

Such frequent harassment results in LGBT             
students being more likely than others to: 

• Feel unsafe 

• Miss school 

• Receive lower grades 

• Not attend college 

 
A lot of anti-LGBT language is said carelessly 

and isn’t intended as negative or hurtful.                
Understand what you’re saying and                          

think about the potential consequences of the 
words you choose. 
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Creating a safe environment for all           

students—LGBT and straight alike—

begins with one simple act:  

thinking before you speak. 



  

Sandor Hornyak Sandor Hornyak Sandor Hornyak Sandor Hornyak   is reading 

Stephen Colbert’s I am America (And So Can You).  

This is not your daddy’s Shakespeare. Nor, is it what 

you’d expect a student in an honors language arts 

class to be reading.  

This is not Hamlet. 

This is satire from Comedy Central. 

Thank God. 

 Finally, some sanity.  Reading in high 

school should be fun [and] relevant to the reader’s 

life, and it should not require reference books and 

teachers to interpret what teens see as by-gone         

writing styles or boring historical eras. 

 I know what you’re thinking. Colbert is no 

Shakespeare. I agree, but can’t we read Shakespeare 

as adults after we’ve developed a love for reading 

and an appreciation for books? Mandate                 

Shakespeare and we turn off teens. 

 Marcia Punsalan realizes this. She teaches 

language arts at Clay High School [in Oregon, 

Ohio]. In her Honors Literacy Inquiry class, her 

students choose the books they read.       

        EJ LeMay chose Mitch Garwolinski’s Silent 

Screams of a Survivor, a first-hand account of how a 

Polish-American boy survived the holocaust.       

Lauren Stoldt chose Crank, by Ellen Hopkins, a 

book about a teen’s addiction to crystal meth. 

 Last year, another student read a three-

volume biography of Richard Nixon.  In that class, 

70 students read more than 1,500 books. One              

student, Alyssa Emch, read 71. 

 You can guess by the volume this is not a 

cake class. Students are required to read at least 200 

pages a week. They have daily homework. They 

write essays, letters and a journal.     

 

            Students receive full credit and the volume 

of reading prepares them for the demands of college. 

The assignments help them meet standards for both 

the state proficiency tests and the NCAA Clearing 

House. 

 Punsalan says her goal is to create life-long 

literate readers better able to comprehend and use 

information for practical reasons and personal            

development but, most of all, to expand horizons.  

 Most teachers insist students listen to their 

lectures.  But, if Punsalan’s students open books to 

read while she’s talking, she lets them read. She 

says, “That’s how they connect with the world. 

That’s how they understand the world beyond their 

doors, by meeting people they would never meet. 

They’ll learn more in that book than they’ll learn 

from me.” 

 

“When a book grabs us, we leave the            

everyday world around us and enter                

the world of the book.                                  

We are caught up in it.  It is not possible           

to experience the world around us                     

and the extended world of a book                  

simultaneously.                                            

One always interferes with the other.” 

 Frank Smith, per Nancie Atwell  

 

 She adds, “We can’t tell teenagers what they 

must do and expect them to love it. It doesn’t work 

that way. We have to get a bunch of teens to teach us 

how it should work.” 

 Punsalan’s fresh approach may come from 

the fact that she came late in life to teaching. She 

started out as a microbiologist then took time off to 
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Teens choose their books and read and read and read                  
Reprinted with permission from an article by John Szozda, The Press, Millbury OH, August 29, 2008.  



raise five children. When they grew up, one               

challenged her to become a teacher. She did, at age 

50. She’s been teaching at Clay for the past 14 years. 

 Her 

belief that       

students who 

self-select their 

books will  

develop a life-

long passion 

for reading is 

not unique.  

 She 

developed her 

class from                     

philosophies 

researched by 

the National Council of Teachers of English. She 

credits the Oregon Schools administration for allow-

ing her to implement the program which has proven 

to be popular among students. Seventy were enrolled 

last year; this year, 90. 

 Here’s what some of those students wrote in 

their final assessment about last year’s class: 

“I realized I can read what I want and still 

learn about parts of speech (foreshadowing, 

flashbacks…that kind of stuff)…Reading in 

this class is what makes learning fun.” 

 

“I’ve learned how to recognize conflicts,  

elements of literature, and otherwise                   

important details in the texts, and the best 

part was that I didn’t even have to be poked 

and prodded by a teacher.” 

“Giving students more options and  the 

chance to be creative will give them more  

incentive to actually read the book, instead 

of looking up their summaries on 

Sparknotes.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was pretty hesitant about signing             

up for this class last year knowing that           

I wasn’t a huge fan of reading,                          

but I’m so glad I did. I now love reading,      

and it has a whole new meaning to me.” 

 Today’s students tend to have short attention 

spans. It’s the age 

of the sound byte, 

the internet, high 

definition          

television and 

video games. A 

book, however, 

can be just as engrossing, just as vivid and just as 

entertaining because it triggers the imagination. The 

key is to make reading compete with technology.  

Marcia Punsalan has found a way to do that. 
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Marcia Punsalan and some of her students plan a book talk 

John Szozda is General Manager of The Press. 
He may be contacted at 

zoz@presspublications.com  
 

Marcia Punsalan serves as OCTELA’s              
Secretary-elect.  You may contact her at 

mwpunsalan@buckeye-express.com  



  

 

 

For many teachers, 
the first years in 
their new                 
profession are the 
most challenging. 
If you are an            
experienced               
educator, think of 
how much new 
teachers could gain 
from your                  
expertise.   

Many teachers  
enter their new profession full of enthusiasm and 
idealism. They become teachers because they love 
children, they have a profound respect for              
knowledge and education, and they want to make a 
difference in the world. 

Yet, the first year in the classroom can be a very  
sobering and disillusioning experience. New           
teachers often struggle with classroom management 
issues, extracurricular duties, communicating with 
parents and administrators, and balancing rigid           
curriculum requirements with creative instruction. 

As challenges arise, new teachers may isolate  
themselves, hesitant to ask for help for fear of           
revealing their ignorance. They may struggle in          
silence rather than ask for help. 

The beginning of the year is a great time to offer 
your support. If you haven't already done so, it's not 
too late.  

Reaching Out from Experience: 

1.  BE A SUPPORT PERSON 

Introduce yourself to new teachers and welcome 
them to your school. Encourage them to come to 
you with questions and concerns. Let them know 
you are available and want to support them as they 
acclimate themselves to their new profession. For 
example, you could drop by their rooms each week,  

 

invite them out to dinner after work, or bring         
something to rejuvenate them, such as a bouquet of 
flowers or an energy bar. 

2.  COMMUNICATE POSITIVELY 

When communicating with new teachers, listen         
attentively to their questions and concerns, and          
respond positively and nonjudgmentally. Build          
relationships of mutual respect and trust. Let new 
teachers know it is safe to share with you. 

3.  FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS 

When new teachers describe challenges in the  
classroom, offer empathy. Share related personal 
experiences so they know they aren't alone. Then 
focus on solutions. Either suggest they brainstorm 
solutions on their own or offer to brainstorm with 
them. 

4. ACKNOWLEDGE THE LEARNING  
CURVE 

Let new teachers know they needn't be embarrassed 
about the skills they don't yet possess. As in any 
other profession, there is a learning curve in             
teaching. Encourage new teachers to focus on ways 
in which they've improved rather than focusing only 
on the skills they haven't yet mastered. 

5.  SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE 

New teachers may value your insights and              
experiences in these and other areas: lesson          
planning; assessments; working with administrators; 
communicating with parents; inclusion; teaching 
students with special needs; classroom                       
management; setting up 
rules, procedures, and           
consequences. 
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6.  SHARE RESOURCES 

Direct new teachers to books, lesson plans, web sites, 
videos, subject experts, and other resources that you 
have found to be particularly useful. 

7.  ENCOURAGE REFLECTION 

Encourage new teachers to reflect on their classroom 
experiences. Reflection allows teachers to process     
their experiences, learn from them, and set goals       
for the future. Reflection can be done in a number of 
ways: maintaining open dialogue with colleagues; 
videotaping their own lessons and watching them  
later; sitting quietly, replaying the day's events in          
their minds, and considering what they could have 
done differently; keeping a journal. 

8. CATCH THEM DOING SOMETHING 
RIGHT. 

Notice what new teachers do well and acknowledge 
their achievements and successes. Keep your                  
acknowledgements specific and meaningful. For               
example, you could say, "Marco, I noticed you keep 
your 'Current Events' bulletin board updated,                    
well-organized, and visually appealing. This really 
seems to grab your students' attention as they enter 
your classroom."  It's easy for teachers to become  
overwhelmed during the first few years.  In reaching 
out and offering your support, you can help new         
teachers maintain that spark and vitality they brought 
with them into the classroom on their first day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Reprinted from Performance Learning Systems 
<http://www.plsweb.com/resources/newsletters/
enews_archives/24/2002/09/09/> 
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Many new teachers leave after five years.  

Close to 50% of newcomers leave the 

profession during the first five years of 

teaching. 

The National Education reports that                        

nationwide, more than 3.9 million           

teachers will be needed by 2014 because 

of teacher attrition, retirement and          

increased student enrollment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meridith Niekamp 
 
Upper Arlington HS 
Upper Arlington, OH 
 
 

Meridith Niekamp has received the NCTE                      
Secondary Section High School Teacher of              
Excellence Award for 2008.  The award was       
presented as part of the festivities of the Secondary 
Section Luncheon in San Antonio at the NCTE 
Convention November 22.  Jimmy Santiago Baca, 
author of the acclaimed memoir A Place to Stand 
and several collections of poetry, including Healing 

Earthquakes and C-Train and Thirteen Mexicans 
was the featured speaker.   
 
Meridith currently teaches ninth grade literature 
and composition and eleventh grade world              
literature and composition at Upper Arlington High 
School, has presented at both OCTELA and NCTE 
conferences, and served as the Middle School      
Liaison on the OCTELA Executive Board from 
2005—2007.  Meridith was previously honored by 
the Montgomery County, Maryland, Public Schools 
as the Exemplary Teacher of 2002. 
 

 

Stacey Ciancio  
Photo not available 
 

Hilliard Davidson HS 
Hilliard, OH 
 
 

Stacey Ciancio has been named one of only six 
State, Regional, and Provincial Award winners 
of the 2008 NCTE/SLATE Affiliate Intellectual            
Freedom Awards. 
 
Stacey was honored at the NCTE Annual Affiliate 
Breakfast in San Antonio on November 23.  The 
purpose of the NCTE/SLATE Intellectual Freedom 
Awards is to honor individuals, groups, or                  

 
institutions that merit recognition for advancing the 
cause of intellectual freedom.   

 

Stacey “consistently pushes students to think           
critically about ethnicity, sexuality, mental illness, 
and other subcultures in our society.”  She           
encourages students to look beyond their white 
privilege and, in her multicultural literature classes, 
she addresses female genital mutilation and uses 
YA and contemporary literature to help her students 
connect with their own world.  Not fearful of using 
media literacy in a world of “that’s not on the OGT 
so I can’t teach it,” Stacey says, “It’s a wonder I’ve 
never been fired.” 

 

Karen Valentine 
 
Everts Middle School 
Circleville, OH 
 
 

Each year, state affiliates choose an early career 
teacher with one to five years experience to receive 
the NCTE Leadership Development Award.  The 
teacher must be one who has never attended an 
NCTE Annual Convention and who has demon-
strated a capacity for professional leadership as 
well as a willingness to join and participate in the 
affiliate during the upcoming academic year. 

OCTELA’s choice for 2008 is Karen Valentine 
who is in her second year of teaching English         
language arts at Everts Middle School in                 
Circleville. Karen was also be awarded $500 to 
help defray costs of attending the NCTE Annual 
Convention in San Antonio and a ticket to the           
Affiliate Breakfast at which she was recognized.  

Congratulations to editors Margaret Ford, 
 Susan Stevens and Colleen Ruggieri for their  

    outstanding FIRST PLACE NCTE Affiliate   

    Journal Award. 
 

Congratulations to Webmaster Margaret  
     Ford who received an Honorable Mention for 
     the 2008 NCTE Affiliate Web Site Award. 
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Ohio Teachers Honored at NCTE 

OCTELA Wins NCTE Awards 



 

Reading Between the 
Lines—and Everywhere 
Else:  Where Literacy Is 
Headed  
 

By Kent Williamson, NCTE           
Executive Director 
 

Reprinted in part from Sept. 2008 Council-Grams 
 
A recent poll of English language arts teachers          
conducted by the National Council of Teachers of 
English suggests that literacy education is in the 
midst of profound change.  
 

How Is Literacy for the 21st Century Different?  

Nearly two-thirds of the poll respondents indicated 
that their teaching methods had undergone marked 
changes reflecting new concepts of literacy. The 
most important 21st century literacy skills identified 
by poll respondents focus on decision making,      
interpretation, and analysis.  Specifically, the top 
three abilities required for student success by poll 
respondents are: 

• The ability to seek information and make 
critical judgments about the veracity of 
sources (rated very important by 95% of poll 
respondents). 

• The ability to read and interpret many           
different kinds of texts, both in print and 
online (94%). 

• The ability to innovate and apply knowledge 
creatively (91%). 

Sixty-two percent of poll respondents rejected the 
idea that basic language, reading, and writing skills 
must be mastered before critical 21st century literacy 
abilities can be cultivated. The majority view is that 
decision-making and analytic ability has to be       
fostered concurrently with core skill development. 
Consistent with this view, the teaching/learning 
methods most strongly identified with building 21st 
century literacies were: 

• Learning through cross-disciplinary projects/

project-based learning;  

• Inquiry-based learning, and       

• Incorporating student choices as a significant 
part of instruction. 

In-School/Out-of-School Literacy Learning 

Teacher estimates of how much time students spend 
weekly on literacy learning activities in school and 
outside of school were revealing. Among the literacy 
building activities that occur primarily in a school 
setting are reading nonfiction, conducting research 
using print texts, writing expository or narrative 
texts, or writing a letter journal or diary.                    
Overwhelmingly, students spend more time building 
visual literacies at home. For instance, 

• While teachers estimated that 53% of their           
students spend at least an hour a week playing 
video games at home, only 3% spend that much 
time gaming in a school environment solely; 

• Twenty six percent of respondents estimate that 
their average student spends an hour a week at 
home and at school playing video games. 

• The figures for participating in an online social 
network are similar, and watching film or          
participating in online discussions are also           
heavily home-based activities. 

 
NCTE Believes That 21st Century Readers and 
Writers Need to 

• Develop proficiency with the tools of                  
technology; 

• Build relationships with others to pose and 
solve problems collaboratively and                        
cross-culturally; 

• Design and share information for global             
communities to meet a variety of purposes; 

• Manage, analyze, and synthesize multiple 
streams of simultaneous information; 

• Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate                
multi-media texts; and 

• Attend to the ethical responsibilities required 
by these complex environments. 

 

To read the full article, go to  
 

http://www.ncte.org/about/gov/cgrams/news/130271.htm 
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Rowing Through the Night —Ruth K. Peck 
 
 The poetry of Ruth Kibler Peck reflects her 
love for life and her interest in people, history,          
literature, and art. She uses both rhyming forms and 
free verse to explore these topics. More than half of 
the poems in this volume have received national, 
state, or local awards. Peck brings to her poetry a 
woman’s sensitivity, a mother’s understanding, a 
scholar’s thirst for truth, a teacher’s joy of discovery, 
a friend’s loyalty, and the writer’s quest for just the 
right word. 
 Ruth Ann is a past president of OCTELA 
and served on the Executive Board for eleven years.  
She says, “There is a great, warm, loving spot in my 
heart for the wonderful people I worked with in                  
OCTELA.”  Her book was published this year by 
Xlibris Publishers and is available in both                
paperback and hard cover editions. 

Here’s a sample: 
 
Yesterday I read 
 that Marcel Duchamp— 
 the Frenchman who put 
 a urinal on a pedestal 
 and called it art— 
 had a retinue of women, 
  would-be lovers, 
  whom he kept at arm’s length 
  claiming that his imagination 
  made them dearer than 
 any consummation 
  and with less fallout. 
 
 It makes me wonder 
  if Eve had only 
   imagined 
  the sweet taste 
  of that juicy 
  forbidden fruit, 
 would we all have been spared 

 the onus of sin? 
 
But somehow,  
 I will never believe 
 that my imagination 
 could exceed 
 the ecstasy of lying 
 in your cool tanned arms. 
 

 
In Beyond Leveled Books, Second 

Edition Karen Szymusiak, Franki 
Sibberson, and Lisa Koch provide 
even more resources to help teachers 
understand and meet the needs of 
transitional readers. The key topic of 
series books has been revised and 

enlarged, with charts outlining new series with the 
challenges they pose and supports readers need. New 
lessons have been added, and most chapters now  
include a related article from a literacy expert.  The 
book also features an entirely new section covering 
grades K-1, that explores the uses and limitations of 
leveled texts in primary reading instruction.  This 
new edition expands what was once a great little 
book that filled a gap for teachers in intermediate 
grades into an essential resource for independent 
reading instruction from grades K-5.   

 Lisa Koch, currently teaching journalism in 
Morrow County, Ohio, has worked with parents, 
teachers and  literacy coaches helping them to 
choose meaningful and entertaining books for their 
classroom libraries. 
 Franki Sibberson is  a media specialist at 
Riverside Elementary School in the Dublin City 
Schools, Dublin, Ohio. Franki is a member of the 
Elementary Steering Committee for the National 
Council of Teachers of English and is a regular           
contributor to Choice Literacy, a website for literacy 
leaders.  
 Karen Szymusiak is currently the principal 
of Glacier Ridge Elementary School in Dublin, 
Ohio.  She has spent over 30 years in education as a 
teacher, coordinator of curriculum, and building         
administrator.  

ISBN: 978-157110-714-5  and available from Stenhouse 
Publishers    
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New Books for YOU from Ohio’s Own Educators 

For more in information, go to                                             

https://www2.xlibris.com/bookstore/bookdisplay. 
asp?bookid=51327 



Marcia Barnhart spent sixteen years teaching high 
school English at          
Groveport Madison High 
School where she served 
for ten years as English           
department chair and          
specialized in               
cross-disciplinary           
American Humanities.              
 Marcia also served as assistant principal at 
Groveport Madison Middle School North for one 
year and taught two years in middle school in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area.                                          
 For the past three years she has been an 
English Language Arts consultant at the Ohio         
Department of  Education where her main               
responsibilities include grades 6 and 7 reading and 
high school program models.  In 1980, Marcia 
earned her B.S. in English Education from The Ohio 
State University and her M.A. in Policy and        
Leadership in 1996, also from The Ohio State         
University.                                                             
 She may be reached at the Office of               
Curriculum and Instruction, ODE, 25 South Front 
Street, Columbus OH 43215 or at 
<Marcia.Barnhart@ode.state.oh.us> 

OCTELA Welcomes Marcia to the                              

Executive Board 

OCTELA is offering a new referral program as 
an incentive for recruiting new members!  For 
every new member you sign up, your name will 
be placed in a drawing for a FREE registration 
for the Spring 2009 Conference!  Winners will be 
notified by January 1st, 2009!  
 
 Send your name, address, phone number, and 
Email address—along with the registrations you 
have recruited— to Ruth McClain, 644 Overlook 
Drive, Columbus Oh 43214.  
 
 Registration forms are available online at 
www.octela.org  Remember, OCTELA                 
membership is only $35!  Copy and mail the 
form below if needed.   
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
Home Phone/Cell __________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 
I am submitting membership forms and payment 
with this form for the following individuals: 
 
1. _______________________________________ 
 
2. _______________________________________ 
 
3. _______________________________________ 
 
4. _______________________________________ 
 
5.  _______________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Marcia Barnhart Joins Exec Board 
as OCTELA’s Liaison from the 
Ohio Department of Education 

 New!   
OCTELA Membership Referral Program! 

 

On Discourse Analysis in Classrooms:  

Approaches to Language and Literacy Research 
(An NCRLL volume) by David Bloome and         
colleagues. 
 This book in the NCRLL Collection       
provides an introductory discussion of discourse 
analysis of language and literacy events in          
classrooms. The authors introduce approaches to 
discourse analysis in a way that redefines          
traditional topics and provokes the imagination of 
researchers.   David Bloome is Professor of  
Education in the School of Teaching and           
Learning at The Ohio State University. 

Timely New Book from TCP 
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   Ruth McClain, Editor 

 
 

The movement to go green in as many ways as           
possible is not a new notion. We recycle just about 
everything these days and for good reason. More 
often than not people find it odd not to be able to 
simply take their cans, plastic and paper to the curb 
and have it magically taken off their hands.  It would 
seem, then, that going green when you want some-
thing printed would be simple as well. Not necessar-
ily so. 

Some years ago, OCTELA began using recycled 
paper for all our printing needs, and for a long time, 
that sufficed.  Yet, the rising costs of printing,    
postage, and processing are substantial.  Therefore, 
at the May meeting, the OCTELA Executive Board 
voted unanimously to “go green” in the distribution 
of the OCTELA Newsletter.   
 

Beginning Fall 2009, the OCTELA            
Newsletter  may be read in one                           

of two ways: 
 
1. Online at our website: www.octela.org 
2. As a supplement to the Ohio Journal of           

English Language Arts—OJELA 
 

Benefits of Moving Online: 
 

• Online publication provides low cost of delivery 
at a time when postage and physical distribution 
costs are rising. 

 

• Archives of content can easily be made available 
in a simple, searchable format, adding great 
value for subscribers. Print publication readers 
rarely archive old magazines and newsletters, as 
they are difficult to search, so the value of the 
information is quickly lost. 

 

• Online membership administration can be            

 
      more readily automated.  
      

• Content can be provided in multimedia formats, 
including audio and video. Podcasts are          
becoming an important way of distributing      
information. 

 

• Different membership offers can be easily tested, 
tracked and tweaked. 

 

• The publisher can observe in real-time what         
areas of the site are most popular and use this 
market intelligence to continually improve the 
offering. Print publishers have no idea what      
articles subscribers read and value. 

 

• A website is always on and always available, 
regardless of reader location. 

 

• Members get instant gratification. They can sign 
up and be reading the very latest information 
within minutes.  Print cannot compete with the 
speed of online publishing.  

 

• OCTELA will be able to reach more teachers 
worldwide.   
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OCTELA Newsletter Goes Green— Fall 2009 

“I believe we are at the dawn                          

of a golden age of information—                        

an empire of new knowledge.                            

It is difficult—indeed dangerous—to            

underestimate the huge changes                      

this revolution will bring to print media…”  

Rupert Murdoch, CEO News Corporation 

 
Be sure that OCTELA has your               

correct Email address.   

 

If you have changed addresses, please 

contact Ruth McClain with your updated 

information—rmcclain@bright.net 



 

    

The Robert Fox Award for Young Writers was established in 2007 to honor Robert Fox 
(1943-2003). Robert was a writer and poet who served as the Ohio Arts Council’s first poet in the 
schools and then became the literary coordinator for the OAC.   Three awards are given in two           
categories: prose and poetry. First place—$250 award; second place—$150 award;                                   
and third place—$100 award. 

DEADLINE: January 15, 2009        CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY: Ohio students in grades 9-12. 

ENTRIES: 
• A poem may be up to 30 lines and prose up to 1,500 words. 
• Students names should not appear on the entry, but a signed Entry Form much be included      

with all entries. 
• All entries must titled, typewritten and double spaced on 8.5 x 11 white paper using 12-point     

type in an easily readable font. There should be few, if any, mechanical or structural 
      errors in an entry. 
• FOUR copies of each entry should be submitted and accompanied by a signed Entry Form. 
• Entries must be postmarked no later than January 15 of the year in which the award is given. 
 
JUDGING:  Entries will be judged on originality, form, language usage, and grammatical skills.   
Prose entries should show a unique choice of subject, depth of thought, logical progression of idea, 
 and command of language.   
Poems should show a unique style, movement or rhythm, command of figurative language and fresh 
 approach of ideas.  A panel of three qualified judges will review and rank each entry. Judges 
 shall select the works of the persons whose writing they consider best in overall quality. Judges 
 reserve the right to not grant an award if, in their opinion, no submission merits an award. 
 
ENTRY APPLICATION – Please print 
 
Please check if entry is: Prose ___  or Poetry ___ 
Student Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone: __________________________  Grade _____ Email______________________________ 
 
School Name: ___________________________School phone: __________________________________ 
 
School Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher’s name: ________________________________________Email__________________________ 
 
Teacher’s signature:  ____________________________________Date __________________________ 

 
Please return to:  Ohioana Library Association      274 E. First Ave., Suite 300    Columbus OH 43201 
Contact: Linda Hengst  Telephone: (614) 466-3831        Fax: (614) 728-6974                                                  
        E-mail: ohioana@ohioana.org 
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  The Robert Fox Award for Young Writers  



 
 
 
 
 

NCTE Annual Convention: 
• 2009:  November 19—22  Philadelphia PA 
• 2010:  November 18—21  Orlando FL 
• 2011:  November 17—20  Chicago IL 
 

CCCC: 
• 2009:  Mar. 11—14 San Francisco CA 
• 2010:  Mar. 17—20 Louisville KY 
• 2011:  April 6—9  Atlanta GA 
• 2012:  March 21—24 St. Louis MO 
 

Whole Language Umbrella: 
• 2009:  July 9—12  Columbus SC 

 
 
 

• Nominate a colleague for the Outstanding 
English Language Arts Award 

• Nominate a colleague for the Bonnie              
Chambers Award—a stipend of $1000       
accompanies this award 

• Submit an article or a teaching vignette to 
OJELA 

• Submit a proposal for the 2009 OCTELA 
Spring Conference March 27—28, 2009 

• Submit your own poetry or short prose to 
Ohio Teachers Write; and submit your         
students’ writing to the Robert Fox Award 
for Young Writers 

 

NCTE Dates & Sites: OCTELA To Do List: 

 The NCTE's Student/Instructor Program 
helps introduce preservice teachers to the                 
networking, resources, professional development, 
and collegiality of our profession.  When you take 
advantage of the S/I Program, you'll be able to 
share the latest developments and newest resources 
in English language arts with your students.  

To request free journals and brochures                  
for your classes,  go to                                                             

https://secure.ncte.org/default.asp?path=si/
form.asp                                                                    

or call the NCTE Customer Service Center        
at 877-369-6283. 

Coming in 2011 
 Break out the confetti and the party hats: 
soon the National Council of Teachers of English 
will mark its Centennial, 100 years of leadership in 
literacy education.  Founded in Chicago in         
December 1911, NCTE has grown from its original 
60 or so members to its current strength of 54,000.   
Leila Christenbury, Chair of the Task Force on 
Council History, welcomes your questions and 
ideas.  Contact her at lchriste@vcu.edu 

Look for more in future Newsletters 
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Teacher Educators—                                       
Receive FREE Journals for Your 

Classes Through the NCTE                          
Student/Instructor Program! 



OCTELA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 
Application for OCTELA Membership:  Make checks payable to OCTELA and mail this form to 

Ruth McClain,   644 Overlook Drive,   Columbus, OH 43214  rmcclain@bright.net 
You may also pay by Master Card or Visa. 

CHECK ONE:  ___ Professional Membership  $35.00 ___ Student or Retired Membership  $12.00 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ St:  _____ Zip:  _______________ 
 
Home Phone:  (       )  __________________   School Phone:  (       ) __________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
County in which you teach: __________________ School: _________________________ 
 
Credit Card Number: ___________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  3 digit number from back _____ 
MasterCard/Visa (circle one) 
 

 
To join NCTE, please complete this form and mail to: 

NCTE, 111 West Kenyon Road, Urbana, Illinois 61801-1096   
 

Please note that NCTE journals are  
NO LONGER included in the 

membership fee. 
 

Journal fees for students are half 
of a regular membership 

journal fee. 
 
 
 

Choose one:  ___ New membership…$40  ___ Renewal …$40 Renewal Membership number _______________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ Home Phone: (             ) ____________________ 
 
Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ______________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________  School Name: __________________________________________ 
 
School Address: ___________________________________  City: _______________________ ST: _________ Zip: _________ 
 
Voting Section: Check one ____ Elementary ___ Middle School ___ Secondary  ___ College 
 

Teaching Level:  Check all applicable 
 
___ Secondary ___ Middle Sch. 
 
___ Elementary     ___ College/Univ. 
 
___ Vocational      ___ Librarian 
 
___ Retired            ___ Student 
 
___ Other:              ___ Dept. Chair 

Confused...about Membership? 

Check your mailing label 

NCTE Membership Form  

OHIO P-0177 

Language Arts:  $25.00  School Talk $15.00 
 
English Journal  $25.00  NCTE Plus $20.00 
 
College English  $25.00  Teaching Eng. 
     in Two Year  
Primary Voices K-6 $20.00  Colleges  $20.00 
 
Voices from the Middle $20.00  Research in  
     Teaching Eng. $20.00 
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This award is presented to a teacher in grades K-6 who is  

 in his or her second through fourth years of teaching.  
 A $1000 grant will be part of the 2009 Spring Conference. 

 

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and submitted to the 

chair of the selection committee.  Nominees will receive their application packets in the mail. 
  
 Nominee’s Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 Year of Teaching: Second _____  Third _____  Fourth _____ 
 
 Name of School: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 School Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone: (optional) __________________________  Email: _____________________ 
 
 Work Phone: (optional) _____________________________ 
 
 Current Position: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 Nominator: _____________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 Home Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone: _________________________________ 
 
 Work Phone: _________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
Send nominations to Sue Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907 

Phone: (419) 756 0962     Email:  vmalaska@neo.rr.com       
 Deadline: November 30, 2008 

The Bonnie Chambers 10th Anniversary Grant 
for Exemplary Beginning Teaching—2009 

Page 20 www.octela.org  



 

OHIO COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
2008 Spring Language Arts Conference—March 27—28, 2009 

Building Bridges: Connecting Ideas and Methods 
      
 Award winning young adult novelist Alex Flinn learned to read 
 early and often; yet, she compensated for this early proficiency 
 by absolutely refusing to read the programmed readers required 
 by the school system—workbooks where you read the story, then         
 answered the questions.  Years later, she is still connected to the 
 struggles and issues of students, publishing stories that touch the 
 hearts of all who read them.  Flinn writes for adolescents              
 because she never quite got over being one. In her mind, she 
 is still thirteen, running laps on the athletic field.  Her  
 dedication to and connection with teenagers is apparent in  her 
 critically acclaimed novels Breathing Underwater, Fade to Black, 
 Breaking Point, Nothing to Lose, Diva, and Beastly.   
 

 
 
 

 
As the author of picture books, middle-grade fiction and             
young adult novels, Angela Johnson truly speaks to students. 
With her multi-faceted personality, she wanted to be an        
author since the age of seven. Writing was something she 
breathed in from that early age, yet always found it to be a 
mystery.  Thankfully, she explored that mystery, becoming 
the Coretta Scott King and the Michael L. Printz award-
winning author of numerous books including The First Part 

Last, Bird, Songs of Faith, and When I Am Old with You.  

 
 
 David Wiesner is one of the best-loved and most highly acclaimed 
 picture book creators in the world. His books have been translated 
 into over a dozen languages, and they have won numerous awards, 
 including, most notably, three Caldecott Medals and two Caldecott 
 Honor awards.  To date, David Wiesner has illustrated more than 
 twenty award-winning books for young readers.  Tuesday (1992), 
 The Three Pigs (2002) and FLOTSAM (2007) have all been awarded 
 the prestigious Caldecott Medal, making Wiesner only the second 
 person in the award’s long history to have won three times.  Once 
 published, his books are often included in classroom settings as 
 creative springboards for art, writing, and even drama lessons. In 
 addition, they are used by ESL classes, allowing students to express 
 themselves creatively while being free from the pressures of  

                     having to translate words literally.  

David Wiesner 

Angela Johnson 
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OHIO COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

2009 Spring Language Arts Conference—March 27 & 28, 2009 
Crowne Plaza North, 6500 Doubletree Avenue, Columbus, OH 43229 

Building Bridges: Connecting Ideas and Methods 

FEATURED SPEAKERS: Alex Flinn, Angela Johnson and David Wiesner 

SHARE A COPY OF THIS REGISTRATION WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES! 
**Registration confirmed via email** 

Last name: First name: 

Home street address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Work Phone: (        ) Home Phone: (       ) 

**EMAIL:                                                                                                            (confirmation via email ONLY - please print legibly) 

County of employment: School district/Institution: 

Job Assignment: 

Check Choice 
Elementary Middle High School Coll/Univ. Student Consultant Librarian Retired other 

                  

Full Registration Fee: $160.00 (includes 2 morning beverage services, 2 luncheons, and full program) 
Friday only: $80  (circle choice of day)  (includes morning beverage service, 1 luncheon, program of the day) 

Saturday only: $80  (circle choice of day)   (includes morning beverage service, 1 luncheon, and program of the day 

Friday luncheon: � � � � chicken            � � � � vegetarian     Saturday luncheon:     � � � � chicken    � � � � vegetarian 

Optional Graduate Credit, Ashland University (1 Semester hour): $200 (payable to Ashland) in addition to full registration Full 

Graduate Credit forms, registration, and requirements will be available onsite; DO NOT send payment with registration. 

OCTELA Membership included; already a member? Your membership will be automatically extended. 

TOTAL Amount enclosed $ ________________.  Make checks payable to OCTELA 

YOUR REGISTRATION FEE MUST BE RECEIVED BY March 20, 2009.  PLEASE INCLUDE:  PERSONAL CHECK, MONEY ORDER, OR 
SCHOOL CHECK/P.O. WITH THIS REGISTRATION FORM.  REQUESTS FOR REFUNDS MUST BE MADE BY MARCH 20, 2009.  There will be 
a $30 processing fee for all cancellations, but there will be no refunds made after March 20, 2009.OCTELA Tax ID#: 31-090-1978. 

STUDENT UNDERGRADUATE REGISTRATION 

Student Name: __________________________________________    is a full-time undergraduate student. 

Faculty Advisor Signature ____________________________     College/Univ. Affiliation: _________________________________ 
_______   $60.00 for full conference. $30 for either Friday or  Saturday, inc. lunch (circle choice) 

Friday luncheon: � � � � chicken            � � � � vegetarian     Saturday luncheon:     � � � � chicken    � � � � vegetarian 

  PAYMENT VIA CREDIT CARD 

If institutional card, include institution address, with zip and 
ID number here: 

���� VISA 
���� MasterCard 

Card Number (inc.  3 digit code on back) 

Exp. Date: Amt. charged: Signature: 

MAKE A COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS 
Send to: Marge Ford • 83 Creed Circle • Campbell OH  44405 

Phone: 330-755-0162  Fax: 330-755-7808 
margeford@gmail.com             http://www.octela.org 

TENTATIVE CONFERENCE HOURS: 
7:30-10:00 a.m. daily - registration 

Friday – 7:30 a.m. –3 p.m. 
Saturday – 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

          Make hotel reservations directly withCrowne Plaza. Staying at the conference hotel helps keep conference prices low!  

Reservation Website: http://www. Crowneplaza.com/columbusnorth. Group Code line:  OCT 
Phone:  1-614-885-1885, toll free 1-800-2CROWNE 

The deadline to receive the OCTELA conference rate is March 5, 2009 



 
 

Session Title (please keep it short): Description of content and purpose in 50 words or fewer: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTES:  
1) If your proposal is accepted, both the title and the content may be edited to fit printing requirements.        
2) When you submit your proposal, please include the Ohio content standards and/or the NCTE/IRA standards that 

your session addresses.  
3) Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Ohio writing project.  
 
Audience:  Circle the grade level(s) for which this session would be most beneficial. 
                    K-4      5-8        9-12        HS & College       Multiple Levels 

 
Audio Visual Needs* (Please circle):    Overhead     TV/VCR     Internet (requires a wireless card) 
*Make sure that the AV you request beyond an overhead is essential to the successful presentation of your content.  Due to the 
cost of A/V rental, OCTELA will NOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectors. If you need this for your presentation, you 
will be asked to bring your own equipment. 
 

Contact Presenter’s Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Work phone (______)___________________  Home phone (_____)_____________________________________ 
 
Work Fax   (_______)___________________ Email __________________________________________________ 
 
Other Presenter(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of School Building and District & Complete Address for Building:  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

If your proposal has one or two presenters, each will receive half off the conference rate.                                  
Additional presenters will be asked to pay the full conference fee. 

 

PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2009 
 

E-Mail to: Karla Bisig at karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us 
or mail to 85 Grand Vista Drive, Wilmington OH 45177  

 
   Note: Proposals will be acknowledged by email. Please supply your legible email address. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 
OCTELA 2009 Spring Conference: 

March 27March 27March 27March 27————28, 2009 28, 2009 28, 2009 28, 2009     
Building BridgesBuilding BridgesBuilding BridgesBuilding Bridges    

Featured Speakers: Alex Flinn, Angela Johnson, David Wiesner 
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