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The OCTELA Newsletter, member of  The NCTE Information Exchange, is a publication of the Ohio Council of Teachers of English          

Language Arts (OCTELA), founded in 1957 as the   English Association of Ohio (EAO).   OCTELA is the only statewide affiliate of the   

National Council of Teachers of   English (NCTE) representing teachers of English language arts, prekindergarten through college. 
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 Colleen Ruggieri  

 

recipient of  

Bob Costas 

Grants for  

Teaching of  

Writing  

and  

2009 Martha  

Holden Jennings 

Master Teacher of 

Ohio  

 

 
“. . . never, ever, teach 

for the test—whether it’s 

for the state or the SAT.  

I teach for life and then 

the tests take care of            

themselves.” 

Bob Costas Grant recipient Colleen Ruggieri of          

Canfield High School, Canfield, Ohio, with Pamela 

Horne, assistant vice president for enrollment              

management and dean of admissions at Purdue            

University, and chair of the Midwestern Regional 

Council.  

Colleen Ruggieri of Canfield High 

School in Canfield, Ohio, a recipient 

of one of this year’s six Bob Costas 

Grants for the Teaching of        

Writing, received a standing ovation 

for her inspiring remarks in the  

closing  minutes of the Midwestern 

Regional Assembly Annual Business 

Meeting. 

An abridged version of her           

acceptance speech appears below. 

“Thank you so much. Especially 

thank you to all of you in the         

College Board, because what I do as 

a classroom teacher would be        

meaningless without that continuum 

of learning that goes beyond the       

pre-K-12 years. 

I am extremely excited to be         

recognized as an English teacher  

because so often math and science 

are considered the premiere areas of 

funding—which is certainly           

understandable. But what I tell my        

students, and I’d like to share with  



 

The Buckeye Children’s Book Award Council        

announces the winners of the 2009 Buckeye  

Children’s Book Award and the 2009 Teen Buckeye 

Award.  The following titles were chosen in an 

online voting process by young readers all across the 

state of Ohio: 

 

Grades K-2: 
The Chicken of the Family by Mary Amato,  

illustrated by Delphine Durand  

(Putnam Publishing Group, 2008) 

 

Grades 3-5: 
Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Simon & 

Schuster, 2008) 

 

Grades 6-8: 
Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia  

Kadohata (Simon & Schuster, 2007) 

 

Teen Buckeye Book Award: 
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (Scholastic 

Press, 2008) 

 

Ohio’s book award is unique among other state book 

award programs in that the nominated and winning 

titles are entirely selected by children.  Teachers 

and librarians who encourage their students to  

participate in the Buckeye Children’s Book Award 

reading/nominating/reading/voting process report  

an enthusiastic response.   

 

You can help spread the word that Ohio students can 

nominate a favorite book written by an American 

author and published in 2008, 2009, or 2010 for the 

2010 Buckeye Children’s Book Award (K-2), (3-5), 

(6-8) or Teen Buckeye Book Award (9-12).  

 

Nominations will be accepted from  

January 1, 2010—March 10, 2010.   
 

For more information about the Buckeye Children’s 

Book Award visit the website at 

www.bcbookaward.info   

and the Teen Buckeye Book Award website at 

www.bcbookaward.info/teens  

for further information. 

 

You may also contact Christine Watters,  

BCBA Council president  

cewatters@gmail.com  

or BCBA Council secretary  

Christina Getrost  at 

teenlibrarian@smfpl.org  

 

all of you, is that when you go into a math or           

science class, you’re given problems to solve and 

you’re given equations. When you come into my 

English class, you’re given a blank page. 

If we cannot inspire young minds to creatively 

come up with ideas and then articulate them, all the 

math and science in the world will go undiscussed. 

The project I designed is called Podcasting in the 

Park. It’s an integrative lesson that combines       

science, mathematics, technology and English.  

My students and I travel over to the local           

community experimental farm, and we create public 

service  videos and photography exhibits for my 

community.  

This grant will help us build that program. We’re so 

excited because not only is this money going to help 

the classroom instruction, it’s going to build a 

bridge with my community. 

And I think you should note that my personal         

philosophy for teaching is never ever, ever to teach 

for the test—whether it’s for the state or the SAT. I 

teach for life and then the tests take care of            

themselves.” 

Buckeye Children’s Book Award Council Announces 2009 Winners 



Common Core State Standards Initiative  

FAQ’s. 
 

What is the Common Core State Standards  
Initiative?  
• This Common Core State Standards Initiative is 

a significant and historic opportunity for states 

to    collectively accelerate and drive education 

reform toward the ultimate goal of all children 

graduating from high school ready for college, 

work, and success in the global economy. The 

initiative will build off of the research and good 

work states have already done to build and       

implement high-quality standards. The              

standards will be research-and evidence-based, 

aligned with college and work expectations,  

include rigorous content and skills, and be       

internationally benchmarked.  
 

Who is leading the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative?  
• The Council of Chief State School Officers 

(CCSSO) and the National Governors             

Association Center for Best Practices (NGA 

Center) have initiated a state-led process of    

developing and adopting a common core of 

state standards.  
 

How will states adopt the Common Core 
State Standards?  
• States will adopt the common core state           

standards through a process that respects unique 

state contexts.  
 

Who or what entity determines the        
Common Core State Standards?  
• CCSSO and NGA Center are responsible for the 

development and cross-state adoption process.    

• A Standards Development Work Group is            

responsible for determining and writing the 

common core state standards.  

• A Feedback Group provides information backed 

by research to inform the standards develop-

ment process by offering expert input on draft 

documents.  

• A Validation Committee composed of             

independent, national experts will review the 

process and substance of the common core state 

standards to ensure they are research and       

evidence based and will validate state adoption 

of the common standards. Members of the       

validation committee will be selected by        

governors and chiefs.  
 

How are teachers involved in the Common               
Standards Initiative?  
• NGA and CCSSO have asked for and received 

feedback from national organizations represent-

ing educators, such as the National Education 

Association (NEA), American Federation of 

Teachers (AFT),  and National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE). These organiza-

tions each brought together groups of teachers 

to provide specific, constructive feedback on the 

standards.  

• The feedback was used to inform the public 

draft of the college-and career-readiness           

standards.  

• Numerous teacher organizations such as            

OCTELA are also involved with the initiative 

through the National Policy Forum, which        

provides a means to share ideas, gather input, 

and inform the common core state standards 

initiative.  

• Individual teachers and practitioners can also 

submit comments and feedback on the standards 

through the web site www.corestandards.org  
 

What is the timeline for the Common Core 
State Standards Initiative?  
Key dates in the project are as follows:  
• November 2009—College-and career-readiness 

standards validated.  

• Winter 2009/2010—K-12 common core state       

standards in English-language arts completed and 

publicly released.  
• Early 2010, states submit timeline and process for 

adoption of common core state standards in English 

Language arts. 

 

Complete information about the Core Standards 

can be accessed at http://www.corestandards.org/ 



 

 

Attend, Nominate, Participate 
 OCTELA Opportunities for YOU . . .  

 

Attend: 
• The OCTELA Spring Language Arts Conference—March 26—27, 2010                                    

The New Literacies: Challenges and Solutions  for the 21st Century                                     

Featured Speakers: Cinda Williams Chima, Kevin Cordi, Sharon Flake, and Steven Layne 

 

• The National Council of Teachers Convention:   November 18—21, 2010,                     

Orlando, Florida 

 

• A Focus Group for reviewing the Common Core Standards for English Language 

Arts.  The date will be announced soon. 

 

Nominate: 
• An exemplary beginning teacher in language arts for OCTELA’s Best and Brightest 

Bonnie Chambers Award—nomination forms on the website. 

 

• A colleague for the Outstanding English Language Arts Educator Award—

nomination forms on the website 

 

Participate: 
• Submit a proposal for the 2010 OCTELA Spring Conference 

 

• Submit your students’ work to the Ohioana Robert Fox Creative Writing Award for 

grades 9—12. 

 

• Submit your students’ work to the NCTE Promising Young Writers Award and the 

NCTE Achievement in Writing Award.   

 

• Get involved in the Buckeye Children’s Book Award program. 

 

• Submit your prose or poetry to Ohio Teachers Write. 

 

• Write an article for The Ohio Journal of English Language Arts—OJELA 

 

• Check out the resources from the Ohio Resource Center. 

 

For more information about OCTELA programs and awards,  

check out our website:   www.octela.org 


