
Most people know the phrase “Pay It Forward” thanks 

to a 2000 movie of the same name starring Kevin Spacey, 

Helen Hunt, and Haley Joel Osment..  IMBD notes that 

in the film a young boy named Trevor is given an       

assignment:  “[T]hink of  something to change the world 

and put it into action. Trevor conjures the notion of  

paying a favor not back, but forward--repaying good 

deeds not with payback, but with new good deeds done 

to three new people.”   

 

Over the years, OCTELA has forged relationships with 

numerous professional organizations, many of which 

provide liaisons to work with both groups.  Each       

connection that we have helps serve a particular         

demographic of our membership.  Annually, these      

organizations offer breakout presenters at the OCTELA 

spring conference.  Frequently, the liaisons write         

newsletter and journal articles.  Daily, OCTELA is 

strengthened and better equipped to serve our           

membership due to the expertise found within our        

professional friends. 

 

For these reasons, OCTELA has decided to Pay It     

Forward.  This newsletter is our attempt to repay the 

good deeds of other professional organizations.  By     

sharing this information, we hope to help you expand 

and strengthen your professional toolbox, bettering  

yourself as an educator. 
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The OCTELA Newsletter, member of The NCTE Information Exchange, is a publication of the 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (OCTELA), founded in 1957 as the English 

Association of Ohio (EAO). OCTELA is the only statewide affiliate of the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE) representing teachers of English language arts, prekindergarten 

through college.  
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With the spotlight on LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer) issues in the political and legal arenas, and increased visibility 
in the entertainment fields, our educational system has not been as responsive to the needs of our LGBTQ students and families.    
OCTELA has long supported NCTE’s belief in strengthening teachers’ knowledge of these issues by providing resources that educators 
need in order to create the safe and welcoming learning environments all students deserve. This page is a starting point for locating 
resources, and we will continue to offer sessions at our annual conferences. Please feel free to contact me at the email address above 
with any questions or for additional information.  KT 

 

 

GLSEN (Gay Lesbian & Straight Education Network)  

Website: http://www.glsen.org 

Facebook: The Gay Lesbian & Straight Education Network 

 

 

Mission: Every day GLSEN works to ensure that LGBT students are able to learn and grow in a school environment free from  

bullying and harassment. Join us as we transform our nation’s K-12 schools. 

GLSEN provides a variety of free materials easily downloaded from the website. The chapters also provide professional development 
to educators and community groups upon request. This PD is tailored to the needs of each group and is often offered at no cost, so 
please peruse the national website and that of the chapter nearest you for more information. 
 

 

NCTE Assembly: 

Gay Straight Educators' Alliance (GSEA) The purpose of this Assembly is 

to provide a forum for ongoing and sustained discussion among all individuals 
who share a professional commitment to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans 
(LGBT) students, teachers, issues, and academic materials as they pertain to the 
teaching of English at all levels of instruction. The  Assembly is committed to 
the inclusion of LGBT issues and texts in English studies and English language 
arts classrooms, fostering research and scholarship, addressing heterosexism 
and homophobia in academic and school settings, supporting lesbian, gay,   
bisexual, and trans students and teachers, and broadening cultural diversity 
through more inclusive understandings of difference. The Assembly            
disseminates information to its members and sponsors sessions at the NCTE 
Annual Convention each year.  http://www.ncte.org/assemblies/list#GSEA 

Membership Dues: $10 per year or $25 for 3 years 

Facebook: GSEA: NCTE's Gay/Straight Educators' Alliance 

 
GLSEN NEO (Northeast Ohio Chapter) 

Website: http://www.glsen.org/chapters/neo 

Facebook: GLSEN Northeast Ohio 

GLSEN Greater Cincinnati Chapter    

Website:  www.glsen.org/chapters/cincinnati               

Facebook: GLSEN Greater Cincinnati                        

GLSEN Greater Dayton Chapter 

Website:www.glsen.org/chapters/dayton 

Facebook: GLSEN Greater Dayton  

http://www.glsen.org
http://www.facebook.com/GLSEN?fref=ts
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/assemblies/list#GSEA
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1452385141717420/
http://www.glsen.org/chapters/neo
http://www.facebook.com/GLSENneopage?fref=ts
http://www.glsen.org/chapters/cincinnati
http://www.facebook.com/GLSENGreaterCincinnati?fref=ts
http://www.glsen.org/chapters/dayton
http://www.facebook.com/GLSENDayton?fref=ts
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Sara Marker 
markerse@live.com 
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SAVE THE DATE OCTOBER 7th-9th, 2015 ATLANTA,  GEORGIA 

Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs and their Families 

Visit for more details: http://www.dec-sped.org/regrates 

Interested in volunteering? Volunteers may receive additional discounts!  E-mail Ben Rogers at ben@dec-sped.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE JUNE 10, 2016 COLUMBUS OHIO 

Joint conference held by the Ohio Division for Early Childhood and Ohio Itinerant Workgroup—for more information and      

updates, like ODEC on Facebook!  

Ohio Division for Early 

Childhood 

Email: ohio.dec@gmail.com 

Web: http://www.dec-sped.org/

ohio  

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/Ohio.DEC  

Twitter: @OhioDEC 

Blog: http://odec1.blogspot.com/  

The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) is one of seventeen divisions of the Council for          

Exceptional Children (CEC) - the largest international professional organization dedicated to              

improving educational outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and/

or the gifted. The mission of the Division for Early Childhood is to promote policies and advances 

evidence-based practices that support families and enhance the optimal development of young             

children who have or are at risk for developmental delays and disabilities.  

The primary purpose of Ohio’s subdivision shall be to advance the growth and development of young 

children with exceptionalities, birth to 8 years, and their families and to promote related educational, 

scientific, and charitable purposes. Members of the Ohio Division for Early Childhood (ODEC) are 

special and general education teachers, families, students, early interventionists, mental health          

specialists, related service providers, consultants, Head Start staff, paraprofessionals, university        

faculty, medical specialists, policy makers, home visitors and child care providers. To join ODEC,      

members must first join the CEC and DEC at http://www.cec.sped.org/Membership/Membership-

Applications. There are three membership level options for professionals (from $65 to $205) and 

students (from $52 to $164) annually. Benefits of joining these organizations will depend on level of 

membership; however, some of the potential benefits include the following:  

 Improving the educational success of individuals with disabilities and/or developmental delays 
by using evidence-based practices found in published journals by CEC (Exceptional Children and 
TEACHING Exceptional Children) and DEC (Young Exceptional Children and Journal of Early       
Intervention). 

 Acquiring free access to the DEC Recommended Practices found at http://www.dec-sped.org/
recommendedpractices  

 Influencing your profession by becoming part of the ODEC leadership team. We are currently 
looking for Secretary and Professional Development Chair. If interested, please email your      
resume to ohio.dec@gmail.com  

 Voting for the leadership to represent your profession.   
 

OCTELA and ODEC share the following beliefs: 

 All children can learn regardless of ability, sex/gender, race, and ethnicity.   

 Children have a variety of interests, preferences, strengths and needs.  

 Progress should be measured using authentic assessment/evaluations with focus on the whole 

child.  

 On-going professional development and reflection is crucial! 

http://www.dec-sped.org/regrates
mailto:ben@dec-sped.org
mailto:ohio.dec@gmail.com
http://www.dec-sped.org/ohio
http://www.dec-sped.org/ohio
https://www.facebook.com/Ohio.DEC
https://www.facebook.com/Ohio.DEC
http://odec1.blogspot.com/
http://www.cec.sped.org/Membership/Membership-Applications
http://www.cec.sped.org/Membership/Membership-Applications
http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
mailto:ohio.dec@gmail.com


OELMA 

Brandi Young 
b.nicole.young@gmail.com 
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The Ohio Educational Library Media Association (OELMA) is the professional association for highly effective school librarians and 
libraries. The mission of OELMA is to meet the needs of Ohio’s learners as they advocate and provide professional development to 
school librarians.  OELMA was created in 1976, when the Ohio Association of School Librarians and the Educational Media Council 
of Ohio joined. It quickly became, and remains, the premier Ohio organization for school library media personnel.  

Members include PreK-12 teachers and library media specialists, educational aides, college students, university professors, technology 
specialists, vendors, authors, and literary specialist throughout Ohio and other states. If you are dedicated to professional development, 
student literacy and achievement, and technological excellence in Ohio’s schools, then OELMA is the organization for you! Members 
of OELMA receive the following benefits:  

 OELMA News - a newsletter filled with association and industry news three times per year 

 Ohio Media Spectrum - a professional journal filled with interesting and timely articles for teacher-librarians 

 Access to a website designed for professional needs with members-only materials 

 Conference discounts - OELMA members attend the annual conference at a discounted rate 

 Regional workshops - OELMA members are given the opportunity to attend any/all regional workshops at a reduced rate 

 Participation in OELMA’s very popular listserv and blog 

 Eligibility for awards and scholarships 

 Voting rights and participation on committees 

 Digital Badge of membership  

 

OELMA’s 2015 Executive Board 



OELMA, continued 

Brandi Young 
b.nicole.young@gmail.com 
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Membership dues (good for one fiscal year) are categorized: Active, $95; Retired, $55; Student, $45. OELMA’s yearly calendar includes 
numerous events: annual conference, midwinter conference, and regional meetings during the school year. This year OELMA is also 
hosting EduConferences due to the AASL National Conference coming to Columbus in November 2015. To become a member, fill 
out the online membership application on the OELMA website (www.oelma.org).  

Its social media outlets include the OELMA website, a Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/OELMA.org), a Twitter account 
(@OELMA1), a Youtube Channel (OELMA1), and a blog found on OELMA’s homepage. The website contains information about 
OELMA, awards and scholarships given by OELMA, information on advocacy and membership, professional development           
opportunities, and professional resources.  

For many librarians working in a school library, we are an island - meaning there are no other school librarians to network or bounce 
ideas off within our schools (many schools only have one certified librarian). OELMA is a way to network and stay connected with 
school librarians at the local and state level as well as to gain the professional development in the areas of collection development,  
curriculum, and library-specific areas such as cataloging and reading promotion.  

OELMA and OCTELA share a passion for literature/reading and instilling that passion in children and youth with an emphasis on 
recreational reading.  OCTELA and OELMA are working together to provide a bright future for our students, teachers and librarians.  

OELMA’s 2014-20145 PD Opportunities: 

OELMA Writers League (OWL) - “Teacher by Day;     
Author by Night?” 

Innovative Learning Spaces EduConference 

Annual Conference 

Combine, Maximum and Market Your Collection 

Social Media: You and Your Students 

Researching with Noodle Tools 

Turn on a Dime! 

TwitterChat during National School Library Month as part 
of OhioEd weekly Twitter chat 

Library, Computer and Research Skills for College Success 

Time2Make MakerSpace Event  

Upcoming OELMA Events: 

Author and Awards Evening (October 3) with teen author/ 
YALSA Nonfiction award winner Maya Van 
Wagenen-author of the book Popular: Vintage  
Wisdom for a Modern Geek 

LitCon (May 17) - similar to Comic Con but with authors 
and books 

Collaborative educational groups (PE, music, etc.)- to   
advocate and work on state and national level 
legislation to include school librarians in          
educational mandates.  

2016 Conference is back!  October 2016 Annual            
Conference in Columbus 

Other workshops and possible webinars... 

http://www.oelma.org
https://www.facebook.com/OELMA.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/OELMA1


WROTE 

Carol Ann Hart 
ouhart@aol.com 
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 Western Reserve of Ohio Teachers of English was organized as a Northeastern affiliate of NCTE and OCTELA.  Our mission includes 

the following: 

 

 to encourage professional contact and interaction among area teachers of English and language arts, K to college; 

 to provide information about English and language arts teaching to parents, other teachers, and the community as a whole; 

 to encourage and report research and scholarship in the teaching of English and language arts; 

 to advance the goals of its affiliated organizations:  the National Council of Teachers of English and the Ohio Council of 

 Teachers of English Language Arts. 

 

Annual dues remain, as they have for years, $10.00.  Students can join for $5.00.  Generally, there is one meeting a year held at the 

WROTE dinner, which is scheduled in conjunction with the Youngstown State University English Festival, a spring event.  It is a time to 

informally visit with the authors who are presenting at the Festival and to enjoy the fellowship of area teachers.  We have also often held 

a fall or winter meeting, usually one which addresses a pedagogy topic.  We have had meetings that discussed state standards, storytelling, 

bullying, and biography. 

 

This year the members are receiving a book with membership dues as a means to a book discussion group.  From time to time WROTE 

has offered additional professional development options. 

 

WROTE has a link on the OCTELA website.  Our contact person is Jeff Buchanan at Youngstown State University.  Please contact him 

at jmbuchanan@ysu.edu. 

 

The 2016 YSU English Festival  

April 20, 21, 22, 2016 

http://www.ysuenglishfestival.org/ 

 

Featured Lecturers: 

Matt de la Peña  

& 

Steven Bickmore 

mailto:jmbuchanan@ysu.edu


OCTELA Membership Form 
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Application for OCTELA membership:  Pay via credit card or remit checks to OCTELA.             

Please send forms to Karla Hayslett,  1209 Heather Run, Wilmington, OH 45177    

        

octela@gmail.com 

 

   Join online at www.octela.org 

 

CHECK ONE:   ___ Professional Membership $40   ___ Undergraduate Student or Retired Membership $17 

OCTELA ID number:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________  

     

      Has your name changed?  If so, please inform us:  __________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________  State: _____  Zip: ______________ 

 

Personal PH _______________________  Work PH: ___________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

 

County in which you teach: ________________  School: ________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date: ________   Check One:  ____  MC   ____  Visa    3 digit code on back of card ______ 

Teaching Level(s):    

 

___ College  

___ Secondary        

___ Middle  

___ Elementary    

___ Preschool 

___ Vocational 

___ Librarian 

___ Dept. Chair 

___ Retired 

___ Student (Und)   

___ Administrator  

mailto:octela@gmail.com
http://www.octela.org/membership.html


NCTE Membership Form   Ohio P-0177 
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Application for NCTE membership:  Remit checks to NCTE.                                                          

Please send forms to NCTE, 11 W Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096 

 

Language Arts:   $25 English Education    $25 

 

English Journal   $25 SLATE (Contribution)    $15 

 

College English  $25 Res. in Tch. Eng     $25 

 

Voices from the Middle  $25 Tch English in 2 Yr Coll  $25    

 

Talking Points  $25  

Please note that NCTE  journals are  

NO LONGER included in the     

membership fee.  

 

Journal fees for students are half the 

regular membership journal fee. 

Choose One:  ___ New membership  $50 ___ Renewal  $50          Renewal Membership Number __________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________Home Phone:  _________________________ 

 

Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ____________________  Zip Code: ________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________ School Name: ______________________________ 

 

School Address: __________________________________   City: _______________Zip Code: ______________ 

 

Voting Section: Check one:     

 

_____ Elementary _____ Middle School _____ Secondary _____ College  

 



 

The OCTELA newsletter is published throughout the year and distributed to OCTELA members. 

Articles cover events and topics of interest to OCTELA members and English language arts       

educators at large. If you have information you think would enliven or inform our audience please 

submit it  to the editor via mail or email. 

Phone: 937.725.1343 
Email: octela@gmail.com 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 

Karla Hayslett, Editor 
 
1209 Heather Run 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

www.octela.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

http://www.octela.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ohio-Council-of-Teachers-of-English-Language-Arts/106278739428242
https://twitter.com/octela

