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The OCTELA Newsletter, member of  

The NCTE Information Exchange, is a 

publication of the Ohio Council of 

Teachers of English Language Arts 

(OCTELA), founded in 1957 as the   

English Association of Ohio (EAO).   

OCTELA is the only statewide affiliate of 

the National Council of Teachers of   

English (NCTE) representing teachers of 

English language arts, prekindergarten 

through college. 

 



 
 Spring Conference of 2008 
had the added drama of           

coinciding with the blizzard of 2008.  
Those who braved the storm were 
treated to outstanding breakout         
sessions and keynote speakers.  

Susan Campbell Bartoletti inspired 
everyone with her insights into          
writing informational text and historical fiction.  

Loung Ung related her amazing story of persever-
ance through war-torn Cambodia and present      
support of human rights.  Breakout session            
presenters showed us how to motivate students with 
challenging reading and writing activities.  Perhaps 
one of the most inspiring aspects of the conference 
was the wonderful opportunity that everyone had to 
become acquainted with educators from various 
parts of the state. 

 

Congratulations to the recipients of the  
OCTELA Outstanding Educator Awards.       
Special thanks and good wishes to Mary Helen 

Steinauer for her many years of service as          
OCTELA treasurer. 

 

Thankfully, Michele Winship was able to 
put her four-wheel-drive vehicle into gear and brave 
the blizzard to see the completion of a successful 
term as president. 

 

Of course, the conference would not be          
possible without the tremendous support of the         

committee chairs.  Karen Carney, conference          
coordinator, compiled the program and worked         
tirelessly on all of the other details of the conference 

to make sure that everything ran smoothly.  Marge 

Ford, registrar extraordinaire, once again took on 
the huge task of maintaining registrations.  Sheila 
Cantlebary, vendor liaison, organized the exhibitors 

and made sure that we had lots of door prizes.  A 

huge thank you to David Bruce, awards chair,  
Karla Bisig, keynote speakers hospitality chair, 
Carol Hart, conference bags, Jessica Boggs,        
Scholastic Book Fair, Andrea McGoogan,          
OCTELA books sales, and Margaret Blevins, 

Tanzina Shams, and Mallikah Sharp, who helped 
at the book table.  Our executive director, Ruth 
McClain, gladly took care of every other detail to 
help make this conference a success.  The continued 
support of our conference by OCTELA members 
throughout the state always makes this the highlight 
of the year. 

 

• Excellent—excellent—I’m so glad I    

attended— 
 

• I have been to other state affiliate       

conferences that were disappointing; 

this one is like a mini NCTE— 

 

• Definitely a memorable conference— 

 

• Amazing keynote speakers— 

 

• The team did a fabulous job of rolling 

with the punches—thanks so much for 

keeping a positive spirit and making the 

conference worthwhile— 
 

Flexibility and Stamina  

Highlight 2008  

OCTELA Spring  

Conference 

Regina Rees, Conference Chair 

 

The OCTELA 2009 Spring Conference 

will be held March 27—28. 

at the  

Crowne Plaza Columbus North 

 

Keynote speakers will include 

Alex Flinn, Angela Johnson,  

and David Wiesner 
 

Karla Bisig, OCTELA President-elect  

will chair. 

Despite the weather, comments  

remain positive . . .  

Page 2  www.octela.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Two OCTELA members were honored in            
November by NCTE at the 
2007 Annual NCTE          
Convention in New York 
City.   
 

Jessica Boggs 
Leadership Development 

Award 

 

In an effort to nurture new 
leaders, NCTE and              
Pearson Prentice Hall           

Education awarded 32 
teachers with the NCTE 
Leadership Development 
Award. The program          
provides early career            
teachers with $500 to attend 
the NCTE Annual                  
Convention. NCTE state, 
regional, and provincial  
affiliates nominate early career teachers who have 
not previously attended the NCTE Annual               
Convention and, in addition, have met the following 
criteria: demonstrated capacity for professional                
leadership and willingness to serve the affiliate          
during the academic year of the award.  
 

As a stipulation of the award, the teacher and           
affiliate negotiate a term of service which includes 
duties such as presenting at an affiliate conference, 
writing an article for an affiliate publication, serving 
on the affiliate board, assisting a board member, 
and/or assisting with a workshop for new teach-
ers.  Winners also receive a ticket to the Affiliate 
Roundtable Breakfast where they are recognized.  
 

Jessica serves OCTELA as membership co-chair 
and teaches at Norton Middle School in Grove City, 
Ohio.  Her efforts to bring new members into     
OCTELA have been fruitful, and she works         
diligently to contact Ohio school districts, home 
schoolers, and charter schools providing conference 
and membership information and to seek                
scholarships for pre-service and entry level teachers. 

 
 
 
 

 

The purpose of the Intellectual  Freedom Awards is 
to honor individuals, 
groups, or institutions that 
merit recognition for           
advancing the cause of           
intellectual freedom.  
 

Tammy Metcalf 
Affiliate Intellectual          

Freedom Award 

 

Eligibility criteria for the 
affiliate NCTE/SLATE      
Intellectual Freedom           
includes advancing the 
cause of intellectual                   
freedom or fighting                
censorship.   
 

Tammy came under fire 
while teaching Nadine 
Gordimer’s July’s People.  

The book was deemed pornographic by community 
parents who cited passages deemed unsuitable for 
students. 
 

Following district policies, Tammy sought help 
from OCTELA and NCTE.  She discovered that no 
rationale existed for this text so one of her first tasks 
was to write one herself.  In her Academic English 
10 class, Tammy used the book for whole-class 

study with an emphasis on three areas:  theme, 

characterization, and style. 

 

Her intent was to provide students with exposure to 
works from other cultures; to help them gain insight 
into how history influences literature; to open             
discussion on other African works; and to expose 
students to critically recognized literature written by 
a woman.  Tammy believes that the reading of 
July’s People will help students take more interest 
in world events and apply the book’s themes to 
other works they read.  Tammy teaches at Twin 
Valley South High School in West Alexandria, 
Ohio,  and may be reached at                                     
tmetcalf@tvs.k12.oh.us. 

Left:  Jessica Boggs, 

NCTE Leadership Development Award 

 

Right:  Tammy Metcalf,  

Affiliate Intellectual Freedom Award 
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I must confess that I attended this year’s  
OCTELA 2008 Spring Conference for purely            
personal reasons instead of the usual reasons, which 
include furthering my professional 
knowledge and mingling with fellow 
teachers.  I was very curious about 

Loung Ung, one of the keynote speakers. 
  Loung Ung, describes herself as 

more activist than author.  Prior to seeing 
her name on the conference brochure, I 
had never heard of her.  She’s not a big 
name author with multiple bestsellers 
and movie deals, although I have no 
doubt this might take place in the future.  

I was eager to hear Loung Ung because 
she experienced in her childhood what I feared most 
during mine—losing my father.  As a small child, I 
lived through the civil war between East and West 
Pakistan.  Although I was too young to have detailed 
recollections of events, I do remember that my father 
would frequently leave me and my mother.  I later 
learned that because he was a physician, he was   
actually going to scour the city to tend to the injured 
and the dead.  At the time all I knew was that each 
time he left, the fear of never seeing him again 

loomed all around me. Loung Ung shared a similar 
fear—only her fear became a devastating reality.  
That experience eroded her entire being until she 
turned it into her first published book, First They 
Killed My Father. 

The attendance at this year’s conference was 
unexpectedly lower than usual as a result of         
cancellations caused by the blizzard.  Those of us 
who remained at the hotel weren’t even sure if 

Loung Ung would make it.  But she did make it.  
She drove through the blizzard from Cleveland to 
Columbus in spite of a level three snow emergency.  
Loung, a beautiful, energetic woman, greeted a 
sparse but eager audience.  At once she revealed her 
warm and friendly nature as she exclaimed that she 
dreaded the cold weather so much so that every  
winter she returned to the warmth of her homeland, 
Cambodia.   

She had recently returned home to Cleveland 
because she thought it was safe to assume the worse 
of the winter was over.  The audience, including  
myself and my nine-year-old son, laughed along 

with her because in reality spring seemed farther 
away in March than it had in December.  More than 
a foot-of-snow covered the grounds outside and had 

buried many of our cars.  In addition to a 
sparse audience, there were some        
technical difficulties with the hotel’s   
media equipment.  We were unable to see 
a short film Loung had hoped to share at 
the beginning of her presentation.  Unlike 
some speakers who would have started 
sweating bullets or complaining that they 
could not proceed until everything was 
working properly, Loung just went with 
the flow and changed the mood of the 
room with the warmth she carried back 

from her most recent trip to Cambodia. 

Loung shared her memories of an almost 
magical childhood surrounded by a loving family in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.  She recalled going to the 
movies surrounded by her father’s warm embrace, 
and eating her favorite fried crickets and scorpions.  
But shortly after such days, the world surrounding 
her became something most of us have never or will 
ever experience.   

In 1975, the Khmer Rouge seized power of 
Cambodia turning into what we now know as “the 
killing fields.”  Loung’s family had to flee to the 
country side and assume false identities to escape 
the persecution of having been supporters of the 
overthrown government.  Her family went from    
village to village, “becoming invisible to survive.” 
No it wasn’t a scene resembling The Sound of     Mu-
sic.  There was no safe side on the other side of the 
hills.  As I heard her recollection, what I         imag-
ined was more like a National Geographic docu-
mentary featuring a pack of gazelles being hunted by 
a pack of preying lions.   

Conference Keynoter Loung Ung “Amazing”        

Tanzina Shams, OCTELA Multicultural Liaison 

“For some of us, surviving the  

awkward teenage years is a rite  

of passage aided by the love of  

our parents.   

For Loung, coping with those years 

meant escaping through books.” 
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By the end of 1976, as in the case of hunted 
prey, Loung’s father was caught and taken from her 
family.  She described her parting embrace with her 
father: “I held on to my father and inhaled the smell 
of his skin and the warmth of his neck, knowing 
even as a child that it would be the last time I 
would see him.”   

Afterwards, her mother dismantled the       
family because it was the only means of their         
survival.  Unlike the tenderness she had felt          
toward her father during that final embrace, her 
feelings  toward her mother turned into anger,          
betrayal, blame and frustration; she simply couldn’t 
grasp why the remaining survivors of her family 
that had been held together by her father must now 
separate and follow her mother’s command to “go 
North, South, East, and West.”  It took Loung         
another  lifetime to come to terms with the                 
realization that that separation was what allowed 
her to be where she is today.  Along with her          
siblings, she became a war-child-refugee.  In 1980, 
after years of labor camps, she and her siblings had 
saved enough to buy passages to America (via  
refugee camps in Vietnam and Thailand) for two 
out of five siblings; her eldest brother and nine-
year-old Loung became the chosen two.  I can only 
imagine the heartbreak for ones so young to have to 
leave behind home and family in order to survive.   

At the refugee-camp awaiting freedom in 
America, Loung was introduced to American     
culture through movies of life in America (more 
specifically, California).  She recalls that from the 
movie she gathered that the people in America were 
ethnically diverse, listened to music on boom-boxes 
while roller-skating, and drove shiny cars.  At age 
ten, Loung finally made it to America—to cold 
Vermont, instead of to sunny California as she had 
imagined.  Her process of assimilation into        
American culture sounded bittersweet—on the one 
hand, she had this incredible opportunity but on the 
other hand, she tried to envelope herself with her 
new culture in order to cope with the loss and     
remorse brought on by the memories of Cambodia.   

The most enlightening part of Loung’s 
speech was when she shared stories of her attempts 
to become American.  It was the only time in her 
life that she chose to escape her Cambodian identity 
and, in doing so, she embraced her new American 
identity to the fullest extent possible.  Loung      
described how determined she was to look          
American—she curled her straight Asian hair and 

applied makeup to her Asian eyes.  While living 
under the rules of the Khmer Rouge, the only color 
she was permitted to wear was black.  In Vermont, 
Loung over compensated by wearing a painter’s 
palette of colors—all at the same time.  She proudly 
earned the name “color-blind.”  Part of her assimi-
lation included not only speaking English but at-
tempting to use the Valley-girl lingo; it was an 
awkward, amusing attempt since she often sub       
stituted literal translations of words from Chinese to 
English, resulting in hilarious phrases “like gag me 
with a chopstick.”  Loung’s memories made our 
audience of English teachers laugh out loud—I 
imagine    because some of us had similar      
memories from the 1980’s.   

For some of us, surviving the awkward 
teenage years is a rite of passage aided by the love 
of our parents.  For Loung, coping with those years 
meant escaping through books.  She had always 
loved to read so she became a reader of English 
even before she could speak, process grammar, and 
write.  What was her first favorite book?  Froggy 
Went a-Courtin’.  “Reading,” she stated, “was her 
therapy.”  Schoolwork posed different challenges.  
Loung admitted that she merely memorized to pass 
tests, because the rules of English did not always 
make sense to her.  She posed rhetorical questions 
for us to consider: “Why must you make English 
such a difficult complicated language?  Why do 
you add “s” and “es” to the ends of your nouns for 
plural?  If I am telling you that I want three apple, 
then I am already telling you I want three and not 
one apple.  Why must I add the ‘s’?”  Loung raised 
questions many of us never consider, even when we 
think of our students.  She concluded with advice 
that she shares with “wanna be writers.”  “You 
have to read!  When someone tells me that they 
want to be a writer, I don’t ask them ‘what are you 
going to write?’ but ‘do you read a lot?”   

 
 

“I held on to my father and inhaled 

the smell of his skin and the warmth 

of his neck, knowing even  

as a child that it would be the last 

time I would see him.”   
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 At that moment I realized that although my 
initial intention of hearing Loung’s presentation was 
purely personal, listening to her all that morning had 
given me much more.  I realized that it is important 
to not only see with our eyes the diversity in my 
classes and to promote multicultural material, but 
equally important is to understand the experiences 
carried by those who are both in and out of my 
school.  I realized that although I had come to this 
conference to find a connection between my           
experience and Loung’s, what I had gained was a 
connection that would transcend anyone who is old 
enough to read her book or young enough to hear 
her story.  Loung Ung and her work is not limited to 
multicultural—her story forms a connection for any 
of us who take everything and everyone in our lives 
for granted, as well as for those of us who have 
faced unbearable losses.   

 The opportunity to hear Loung Ung was 
worth every bit of my anticipation.  It was clear that 
her experiences from childhood made her more than 
a published author—it made her a fearless survivor 
who risks level three emergency road conditions to 
share her experience and the impact it has made in 
her life’s work.  She embodies grace and                 
perseverance—something well worth passing on to 
our students.   
 

 After hearing her speak, my nine-year-old 
son passed this note to me: “WOW!!! That was an 

AMAZING speech!!!”   

 

Tanzina Shams teaches at Ashland University in 

Columbus, Ohio.  She may be reached at 

tanzina.shams@yahoo.com. 

 

• OCTELA joins the Ohio Board of Regents, the 
Ohio Department of Education, and the Ohio   

legislature in promoting the improvement of the 
teaching of science and math and in encouraging 
study in science, technology, engineering, and 

math (STEM). 
 

• OCTELA believes that the priorities of 
STEM—problem-solving, independent thinking, 
innovation, and literacy—are also the priorities 
of English/language arts (ELA) and that the 
foundation for building knowledge in STEM  
disciplines is based in the language arts and    
human sciences.  Developing communication 
strategies, navigating texts, synthesizing and  
manipulating ideas and data, accessing informa-
tion, and critical thinking are literacies shared 
with English/language arts and the other core 
academic content areas in Ohio.  To encourage 
the strength of interdisciplinary instruction in all 
academic content areas, OCTELA recommends 
that STEM initiatives serve to strengthen the  

relationships among Ohio’s core disciplines, 

rather than create exclusionary models of       

STEM-focused curricula. 
 
• New STEM-specialized schools are neither    

necessary nor desired to achieve these goals.  
Because technology is important to building 
knowledge in our global society, access to it 
must be equitable and not exclusionary.   To 
fully utilize technology, however, all children 
must be competent readers and writers, and all 
teachers must work to integrate, not isolate, the 
literacy skills of their disciplines that will enable 
all students to express themselves and build upon 
their understandings of the world. 

 

• For many years, ELA educators have worked to 
move away from viewing content knowledge as 
information to be passed on and as a limited set 
of skills to be mastered in discrete content 
“silos.”  Instead, OCTELA endorses a construc-
tivist approach to learning where teachers plan 

active, learner-centered opportunities for       

students to exercise reading, writing, and         

thinking processes and problem-solving skills, 

while engaging in inquiry and innovation in all 

of the core academic content areas. 

OCTELA Drafts STEM Statement 

 

OCTELA appreciates the generous support of 

the Center for Southeast Asian Studies— 

Ohio University, Athens OH   

for keynote speaker Loung Ung. 

 

Loung Ung may be contacted through 

 

Phone:  1 (800)743—9182 

 

http://www.creativewell.com/ung.html 

 

An instructor’s guide is available through 

Harper Collins: 

http://www.harperacademic.com/catalog/

instructors_guide_xml.asp?isbn=0060931388 
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Recently I had the opportunity 
to observe a reading teacher.  
Since I’m a math and science 
teacher who loves reading and 
who believes strongly in     
reading programs, I welcomed 
the opportunity. 
 

I sat in the back of the room that was devoid of any 
student work, posters or the normal things I would 
associate with a reading class . . . such as, oh, . . . 
books.  I was puzzled, but I quietly observed as the 
teacher began reading aloud from a book. 
 

The students sat spattered around the room. There 
were only twelve of them and thirty desks. Each  
student was reading a book with his or her back 
turned toward the teacher.  “Why was the teacher 
reading aloud?”  I wondered and allowing the stu-
dents to tune him out.  After he read to them for two 
to three minutes, he stopped and announced that they 
had the rest of the period to read to themselves. 
 

By the time the class ended, I was filled with        
curiosity about some of the things I had observed or 
didn’t observe such as the lack of books in the  
classroom. I gently approached the subject with the 

teacher asking, “I was just curious why there are 
no books in here?”  The teacher responded, “I 

hate reading. I detest it.” 

 

Since hearing those words, I have wondered how it 
could be that a reading teacher could hate reading.  
In fact, he hates it so much that the entire program is 
largely void of a student-to-student interaction or 
student-teacher interaction.  I also began to wonder 
how many other people I know hate the jobs they do.  
I wondered whether my doctor, car mechanic or 
other people I rely on hate their jobs. I hoped not for 
my sake. 
 

But then I recalled overhearing a discussion during 
lunch with a student teacher, who also wants to 
teach math and science.  Someone asked her, “Do 
you have your reading endorsement?”  The other 
teachers began to tell her about how much her      
employment chances would increase if she were to 

get it. 
 

Alas, I wondered no more. The reading teacher 
hated reading, but he got certified in it to get  
a job. It seemed very paradoxical to me that      
someone would get certified in a subject that he or 
she doesn’t like, but the fact is, our educational     
system encourages it.  Legislation that was put in 
place to help our students grow and improve in  
reading has created a demand for reading teachers 
such that teachers who would never consider being 
reading teachers are being certified in it as a sort of         
guarantee of employment. 
 

Ok, so I let the reading teacher I had observed off 
the hook.  But I can’t help wondering how many 
more are out there, and how many young students 
are being affected by a reading teacher who would 
tell you, “I hate reading.  I detest it.”   
 

I would like to close with a shout-out to the students 
at Lakota Ridge Junior School and to Ms. 

Amanda Peller (and all the other teachers).  After 
the last OCTELA newsletter was published, Ms. 
Peller contacted me about guest speaking at her 
school and sharing the story of Books Behind Bars 

for Kids with the students.  I spoke to the entire 8th 
grade and I was very impressed with them.  The         
caliber of their questions was most astonishing—
questions that even adults had never asked.  The 
staff, librarians and the administrators were very 
welcoming, and I am grateful they wanted to learn 
about Books Behind Bars for Kids and youth      
inmates. 

 
 

If you would like to 

arrange for guest 

speaking at your 

school, please contact 

me at my email        

address. 

wkuhrt@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

But please, if you hate reading . . .  

don’t teach it. 

If You Hate Reading. . . Don’t Teach It!   By Will Kuhrt 
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Elementary Section 

Mary Ann Mowery 
 

One mother states about Mary 

Ann Mowery that she “has     
provided both of my boys with 

the best foundation I could have dreamed of.  She 
has instilled in my children, as she does many         
children, the love of lifelong learning.”  Mary Ann’s 
principal states that she “is a passionate educator 
who loves children and works purposefully and          
diligently to plan exciting learning experiences for 
boys and girls in the classroom.” 
 

Mary Ann Mowery is a kindergarten teacher at 
Slate Hill Elementary School in Worthington.  In 
her 16 years of teaching, she has been trained in 
Reading Recovery, has served as a Title I specialist, 
has been a KRA-L trainer, and has helped develop 
and teach the Primary K-2 SIRI program.  Through-
out all her training, Mary Ann has never lost sight of 
what an ELA classroom should look like.  She says, 
“I believe that rich language experiences using     
literature, poetry, storytelling, song, music and 
drama provide a strong foundation for children’s 
thinking, speaking, writing and learning across the 
curriculum.” 
 

 

Middle School  

Rashaun James 

 
Rashuan James is in her second 
year of teaching 8th grade at the  

Indianola Math, Science &          

Technology Middle School in the 

Columbus City School District.   Her principal 
states that Rashuan has the ability to “engage       
students in English instruction that is both relevant 
and rigorous.  Her classroom is literature rich as are 
her lessons.  During her lunch period, she invites 
groups of students to have a reading lunch club with 
her.” 
 
She has made a huge difference in the reading lives 
of her students.  One mother states, “My daughter 
hardly read anything, but now she comes home         
talking about the books that they read in her class. 
She even made me go to the bookstore and buy her 
one of her own personal copies of the book.  I want 
the whole world to know how much Mrs. James 
does for our kids!”  
 
Rashuan demonstrates wisdom in her young         
teaching career by stating, “I believe that my role as 
a teacher is to give children the tools with which to 
cultivate their own gardens of knowledge. To       
accomplish that goal, I believe in presenting          
curriculum that involves the interests of the children, 
opens their eyes to different cultures and world 
views, and makes their learning relevant to life.” 
 

 
 

Secondary (tie) 

Sarah Bunger 
 

Sarah Bunger, a National Board 
Certified Teacher, has taught ELA 

courses at Miamisburg High 

School for the past 12 years.  One of her professors 
with whom she has worked said that “Sarah is a 
genuinely outstanding high school English teacher, 
one of the two or three most effective and inspiring 
teachers I have known in my four decades of       
teaching.  She is caring, conscientious, and student 
centered, a consummate professional who has   
broadened, deepened, and invigorated the lives of 
the students and colleagues she has touched.” 
 
Sarah says that it is important for her to remember 
that she “teaches students, not English.  Those      
students are living lives that involve heartache,  
lovesickness, rejection, torment, confusion, and 

OCTELA Honors Outstanding English Educators 

Seven Ohio English language arts educators        

received the OCTELA Outstanding ELA  

Educator Award for 2008.   

The award seeks to recognize exemplary  

contributions in teaching and, along with a  

plaque, offers a stipend of $200 to each recipient. 

Because of the blizzard during our Spring  

Conference, these recipients will be recognized at 

the OCTELA 2009 Spring Conference. 
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pain. They need me to understand them a lot more 
than I need them to understand Hamlet.”  She      
balances relating to her students and teaching rich 
lessons.  Sarah, in the words of a colleague, is 
“extremely effective in bringing literature and film 
to life for the students, both in the passion she        
demonstrates for them and the engaging activities 
she plans.” 
 

 
 

Secondary (tie) 

Meridith Niekamp 
 
 

In describing his teacher,        

Meridith Niekamp, one student 
wrote how “I don’t think I have ever had a teacher 
that went out of her way just to see her students      
succeed.”  Another student said that Meridith is 
“always there for her students. She really took the 
time to help each one of her pupils find out who they 
were and challenged them to become the best writers 
and thinkers that they could possibly be.” 
 
After teaching in Maryland, Meridith taught 8th 
grade English before moving to her current position 

at Upper Arlington High School.  Creating          
classrooms that affirm the safety and worth of each 
of her students, Meridith crafts lessons that use the 
English Language Arts to connect her students to the 
larger world.  One colleague said that she is  “a  
master teacher” and her principal concurs.  He says 
that Meridith is a “consummate professional and an 
incredible model for her teaching colleagues.” 
 

 

College (tie) 

Terry Benton 
 
Terry Benton teaches children’s 
literature, introduction to language, 
and developmental writing courses 

at Youngstown State University. 
In addition to her teaching responsibilities, she has 
worked with the Ohio WINs summer writing           
institute, a fall writing conference, as well as serving 
on the YSU English Festival.  One colleague states, 
“Terry’s contribution in reviewing and selecting 
books as well as coordinating the escorts for authors 
is integral to the success of the festival.”  She has 

been able to do this all while working on her Ph.D. 
studies at Kent State University. 
 
Despite her many involvements, her passion has 
been her teaching.  Her department chair says that 
Terry is a “phenomenal teacher in a department of 
strong teaching.”  She states, “I think it is important 
to respect students, to give them choice and a voice 
in what they are learning, and let them explore and 
have fun in the process of learning.” 
 

 
 

College (tie) 

Jan Schmittauer 
 
“I discovered who I am because of 

Jan Schmittauer.  Her classes are 
an inspiration—a wonderful         

journey where you dig out the best things inside of 
you to share with others.”  An Associate Professor 

of English at Ohio University—Chillicothe, Jan 
Schmittauer believes that “higher education is a     
life-altering experience.  One that opens doors of 
opportunity and improves the quality of life for       
individuals…but only if it’s within reach especially 
for those in rural areas.  
 
 With this in mind, Jan Schmittauer has pioneered 
the distance learning approach, opening the doors to 
a college education especially to non traditional        
students “who often balance academics with family 
and job responsibilities.”   
 
Jan’s on-line courses are as rigorous and rich as          
traditional classroom learning and students               
consistently remark, “Wow!  That class was a lot of 
work, but I loved it.”  Jan knows that “access and 
quality can, and should be, complementary, not        
contradictory goals.”  Not only does Jan offer          
challenging courses to her students, she also offers 
workshops to faculty members from varying           
disciplines that focus on how best to offer distance 
learning. “The key,” Jan says, “is to ensure that 
courses are of high quality so that students can have 
it all in terms of a learning experience.”   

    

. . .The sole hope of human . . .The sole hope of human . . .The sole hope of human . . .The sole hope of human     
salvation lies in teaching . . .salvation lies in teaching . . .salvation lies in teaching . . .salvation lies in teaching . . .    

George Bernard Shaw 
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Mary Helen Steinauer   

  
is one of those rare persons whose           
service epitomizes all that’s best in          
education.  She began her teaching career 
in 1960 with a group of junior high           
students and first joined the OCTELA 
Executive Board as the liaison for           
English Teachers in a Vocational Setting.   

 Earning a Ph.D. from Southern 
Illinois University and having a teaching 
career that spanned more than forty years, Mary 
Helen retired from Great Oaks JVSD in Cincinnati 
where she worked as an administrator. 
 

 In 1999, Mary Helen became OCTELA’s 
treasurer successfully investing, managing, and 
guarding OCTELA’s resources and bringing the  
office of the treasurer into the modern era.  
 

 

  She more than accomplished the 
goal of being the best steward possible, 
and OCTELA is extremely grateful for her 
contributions. 
 It is always difficult to bid            
farewell to one who has given so much of  
herself, but Mary Helen has a unique       

legacy.  The poet Kahlil Gibran once 
wrote that work is "love made visible."  In 
the end, Mary Helen’s exceptional service 

to her students, her colleagues, her             
profession, and to OCTELA has made her 

legacy  visible, and OCTELA applauds her vision 
and dedication. 

Mary Helen is OCTELA’s 2008 recipient of the 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educator 
Award in the Special Distinction category.  

Board member Margaret Blevins will assume 
the duties of OCTELA Treasurer in July 2008. 

 

he Robert Fox Award for Young  Writers 

was established in 2007 to honor Robert Fox 
(1943-2003). Robert was a writer and poet who 

served as the Ohio Arts Council’s first poet in the 
schools and then became the literary coordinator 
for the OAC. Three awards are given in both prose 
and poetry.  The winners received their awards 

from Ohio First Lady Frances Strickland , at the 
Ohioana Book Festival, May 10, in Columbus.  
The contest is open to Ohio students in grades       
9-12.  
 

2008 Winners—Poetry: 
 

• FIRST PLACE:  Heaven’s Sprinkler, Sarah 

Konz, 10th grade—Edgewood High School, 

Trenton OH.  Teacher:  Katrina Fugate 

 

• SECOND PLACE:  Performance of a Storm, 

Narine Wandrey, 10th grade—Kenston 

High School, Chagrin Falls, OH.                         

Teacher: Anthony Marchesi 

• THIRD PLACE: Imagination, Ashley 

Luehrman, 10th grade—Athens High 

School, The Plains, OH.                            

Teacher: Anne Kemmerle 

 

2008 Winners—Prose: 
 

• FIRST PLACE:  The Adventure Starts with 

Great Expectations, Kelsey Owen, 12th 

grade—Canfield High School, Canfield OH.  

Teacher:  Colleen Ruggieri 

 

• SECOND PLACE:  An Unusual Visitor, 

Caroline Mundhenk, 11th grade—Miami 

Valley Career Tech Center, Clayton OH.  

Teacher: Sandy Hartley 

 

• THIRD PLACE:  My Brother: The Ultimate 

Gamer, Lauren Fekete, 12th grade—

Canfield High School, Canfield OH.  

Teacher: Colleen Ruggieri 

 

For more information, visit www.ohioana.org 

Ohioana Library Announces Robert Fox Creative Writing Awards 
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Teaching Grammar with Perfect Poems 

for Middle School:  Engaging Lessons with 

 Model Poems That Motivate Kids to Learn 

 Grammar and Write Well by Nancy Mack 

 

 Ten reproducible poems that have middle-
 school appeal are paired with complete           
 lessons to target key grammar concepts—
 predicate adjectives, direct objects, gerunds, 
 clauses, compound sentences, and more.  
 Nancy Mack's  lessons provide a scaffold for 
 students to grasp each concept and then use it 
 skillfully in their own writing. Includes lively 
 student models, literature links, and step-by-
 step publishing activities that help embed  
 grammar instruction within the context of real 
 writing. 80 pages. Grades 6-8 
  

 Available from Scholastic.com   

 Item # NTS992332 
  $14.99   
 ISBN:9780439923323 

 

 

Zigzag: A Life of Reading and Writing,          

Teaching and Learning by Tom Romano 

 

 Romano speaks to us directly, confronting the 
 problems every educator faces, and even years 
 later finding more evidence that success and 
 failure are not opposites but opportunities to 
 learn—always to learn. From student to  
 teacher, Ohio to New Hampshire, from  
 miracle to meltdown to milestones, Zigzag 
 opens a window into the development of a 
 writer, a teacher, a reader, a learner. It is the 
 story of our educational values—sometimes 
 lived easily, sometimes shakily—and of what 
 can happen when we pass those values on to 
 our students.  Grades K-College   224 pages 
 

 Available from Heinemann 

 www.heinemann.com  

  $19.50 

 ISBN 978-0-325-01125-7  

Calling All Readers! 
New Books for You 
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Vice-President: 

Karen Tollafield 
 

Karen has taught in the             
Beachwood City Schools for 27  
years. During the first six years, 
she taught deaf and hard of  

hearing students from first through third grade. For 
four more years, Karen taught in the seventh and 
eighth grade deaf/hard of hearing unit at the Middle 
School.  She decided she needed a change and 
when there was an opening in a “regular”         
classroom, the next 14 years were spent teaching 
language arts/composition in the sixth grade.         
Currently, she is in a fourth grade classroom teach-
ing math and reading/language arts. 
 

“English/Language Arts has always been my        
passion,” Karen says, “and I was fortunate to work 
with the Ohio Department of Education in 2004-
2005, writing model ELA curricula for their       
website.”   In 2005, Karen joined the National  
Writing Project, “which,” she says, “affected my 
teaching, and my life has never been the same.”  
After her NWP Summer Institute, Karen enrolled in 
the Teacher Leadership Academy that Kent State 
University offered in conjunction with Kent         
Roosevelt High School.  She now works on the 
NWP@KSU Teacher Consultant Council and 
serves as the chairperson for the Young Writers 
Committee. 
 

Karen has also presented specific writing strategies 
at the previous two OCTELA Spring Conferences 
and twice at Capital University.  Her article        
Illuminating Text with Technology  was featured in 

the 2007 Winter/Spring issue of OJELA. 
 

Outside her own district, Karen has judged writing 
contest pieces in the writing division (K-12) of the 
Hudson School District’s Reflection Art Competi-
tion. In addition, she developed and taught a sixth 
grade summer writing workshop during the summer 
of 2007 for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School District, along with a NWP         
colleague. She plans to offer a “Guys Read” type 
workshop in conjunction with other NWP TCs at 
Kent this summer to help teachers get boys more 
interested in reading.   Additionally, Karen has   
represented her elementary building on the Beach-
wood Federation of Teachers’ Executive Board for 
six years and is the representative to the          
Beachwood Licensure Team. 

 
 

Secretary-Elect 

Marcia Punsalan 

 
Marcia is chair of the Language 
Arts Department at Clay High 
School in Oregon, Ohio, where she 
has taught since 1995.  In her      

earlier career, Marcia earned a degree as a medical 
microbiologist and worked at the Cleveland Clinic 
and Mt. Sinai Hospital in Cleveland and at         
Riverside Hospital in Toledo.   
 

During her tenure at Clay, Marcia has served on 
the Faculty Advisory Council, as advisor to the        
student newspaper, as interventionist to the       
Language Arts Study Table, and as a language arts 
consultant to Oregon City Schools’ Charter School 
Eagle Academy.  She also was successful in  
changing a one semester introductory course in 
journalism to a full year course and in expanding a 
second course to three additional full years.  In      
August of 2007, Marcia wrote the curriculum for a 
new class entitled Honors Literacy Inquiry whose 
primary goal is to encourage students to challenge 
themselves to achieve new levels of reading           
difficulty, comprehension, and volume in prepara-
tion for post-secondary education and to increase 
awareness of the need for cross-curricular literacy.   
She has also served on the ODE Reading Range-
finding Committee since 2004, and in 2006, NCTE 
honored her with the Ohio Academic Freedom 
Award for her efforts to retain The Kite Runner. 

 

OCTELA 

Announces 
New  

Executive Board Positions 
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Middle School Liaison 

Eileen Diamond 

 
Eileen comes to the OCTELA 
Executive Board from the          
Cincinnati Public Schools where 
she has served as a classroom 
teacher and literacy coach and 

planned and led district-wide monthly meetings for 
K-12 ELA teachers.  Eileen has also been a teacher 
sponsor for Power of the Pen, the school newspaper, 
and Teens for Literacy Clubs.   
 

In 2007, Eileen served as president of the Cincinnati 
area chapter of the International Reading Association 
and won the Cincinnatus Association Distinguished 
Teacher Award.  In that same year, Eileen also 
earned a Principal Certificate from Xavier               
University.  She is  Praxis III Evaluator and SIRI 
Trainer and an adjunct instructor for The College of 
Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati. 
 

 
 

University co-Liaison 

Sally Lamping 

 
Sally is an Assistant Professor 
at Wright State University in 
Dayton, Ohio, where she 
teaches courses in reading and 

writing workshop, adolescent literature, and ELA 
methods.  She also is an ESL teacher and student  
advisor in the Cincinnati ABLE GED ESL Program 
and from 2001-2006, Sally taught high school          
English and Ethics Issues at Clark Montessori in 
Cincinnati.   
 

A Peace Corps volunteer, Sally taught four levels of 
high school English to over 130 students in Guinea-
Bissau, West Africa, from 1996-1998; started an 
AIDS awareness group that provided mobile               
instruction on AIDS/HIV and ways to prevent it for 
over 200 women; and was a teacher trainer in            
Montessori Methods and Philosophy in Urban        
Contexts in Seoul, South Korea.   
 

A frequent presenter at the regional and national   
levels, Sally is multilingual and the recipient of 
ABLE GED ESL Award of Excellence. 

 

Vocational Liaison 

Theresa Billock 

 
Theresa is an English instructor 
at the Mahoning County Career 
and Technical Center in               
Canfield, Ohio.  From 2007-

2008, she served as president of the Western Reserve 
of Ohio (WROTE), an affiliate of OCTELA.  A 
member of the Mahoning Valley Council of               
International Reading Association, Theresa received 
the Commitment to Literacy Award in 2004.   
 

Theresa is a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor          
Society, the Pall Mall Honor Society, and Delta 
Kappa Gamma where she serves as communication 
chair.  She and her husband Charles have two         
children:  Charles Jr., a junior at Bowling Green 
State University and Kaitlin, a junior at Poland  
Seminary High School. 

 
 
 

Professional Development 

Liaison 

Tracy Alley 

 
Tracy is a teacher and coordina-
tor of Gifted Programs in the   

Madeira City School District and has served as the  
president, vice-president, and newsletter editor of the 
Ohio Council of International Reading Association. 
She is also an Eleanor Roosevelt Teacher Fellow, a 
Christa McAuliffe Teacher Fellow, a Fullbright   
Memorial Fund Teacher Fellow, an American Red 
Cross Education Hero, and a Martha Holden 
Jennings Education Scholar.   
 

A presenter at numerous conferences including the 
OCIRA 50th Anniversary Conference, Tracy was 
also honored in 2006 by the Arctic Research         
Consortium for the US with the US Arctic Teacher 
Researcher Award.  Her work with students also 
spans a variety of interests including advisor for both 
Quiz Bowl and Odyssey of the Mind and the Young 
Eagles Program, part of the Experimental Aviation 
Aircraft Association.  Tracy lives in Loveland, Ohio, 
and earned her Ph.D. in Integrated Teaching and 
Learning from The Ohio State University. 
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NCTE Annual Convention: 
• 2008:  November 20—23  San Antonio, TX 

• 2009:  November 19—22  Philadelphia PA 

• 2010:  November 18—21  Orlando FL 

• 2011:  November 17—20  Chicago IL 

CCCC: 
• 2009:  Mar. 11—14    San Francisco CA 

• 2010:  Mar. 17—20    Louisville KY 

• 2011:  April 6—9       Atlanta GA 

Whole Language Umbrella: 
• 2008:  July 17—20    Tuscon AZ 

NCTE Inst.  for 21st Century Literacies: 
• 2008: July 20—24     Indianapolis IN 

 

 

 

• Nominate a colleague for the Outstanding 

English Language Arts Award 

• Nominate a colleague for the Bonnie              

Chambers Award—a stipend of $1000       

accompanies this award 

• Submit an article or a teaching vignette to 

OJELA 

• Submit a proposal for the 2008 OCTELA 

Spring Conference March 27—28, 2009 

• Submit your own poetry or short prose to 

Ohio Teachers Write; and submit your         

students’ writing to the Robert Fox Award 

for Young Writers 

 

NCTE Dates & Sites: OCTELA To Do List: 

 

Carol Ann Hart is a Library 
Media Specialist at         
McDonald High School in 
McDonald, Ohio, and brings 
a wealth of experience to her 
new position as liaison to the 
Executive Board. 

 Carol has served as Teacher-coordinator 
and Peer leader of EECAP—Early Education  
Composition Assessment Program, as committee 
member for the Mozart Requiem IDL Study Unit, 
and as panelist for the Education Advisory Panel 
for the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 

 As  chair of the English Department at 
McDonald, Carol administered the five-member 
department and serves on the Editorial Advisory 
Board for OJELA.  In 2006, she participated in the 
National Board Certified Teacher Policy Summit in 
Columbus, Ohio, and received National Board  
Certification in 2001.  Carol also has offered      
numerous presentations including Plotting Pro    
Football: Creating a Timeline; Wake Them Up: 

Strategies for Engaging Senior High School    

Writers; and Language in Reading: A Graphic   

Approach.  Carol also authored Teacher to 
Teacher: What Is the Best Novel You’ve Ever 

Taught? (English Journal November 1999.) 

Carol Ann Hart  

Named WROTE Liaison 
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Grades K-2:  
• Bow-Wow Bugs a Bug by Mark Newgarden and Megan          

Montague Cash   (Harcourt 2007)  
 

• Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine, ill. by Kadir Nelson   (Scholastic 2007)  
 

• Junie B., First Grader: Aloha-Ha-Ha! by Barbara Park   (Random House Books For Young Readers 
2006)  

 

• Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity by Mo Willems   (Hyperion 2007)  
 

• The Topsy-Turvy Towel by Julie Goulis, ill. by John Ferguson   (Bubblegum Books 2006)  
 

Grades 3-5:  
 

• Clementine by Sara Pennypacker, ill. By Marla Frazee   (Hyperion 2006)  
 
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney   (Abrams Books For Young Readers 2007)  
 
• Forever Home by Sandra J. Philipson , ill. By Jenny Campbell   (Cleveland Clinic Press 2007)  
 
• The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick   (Scholastic 2007)  
 
• Titan’s Curse (Percy Jackson and the Olympians Book 3) by Rick Riordan   (Miramax 2007)  
 

Grades 6-8:  
 

• Dark River (Warriors: Power of Three Book 2) by Erin Hunter   (HarperCollins 2007)  
 
• Football Genius by Tim Green   (HarperCollins 2007)  
 
• Saving the World and Other Extreme Sports by James Patterson   (Little, Brown Young Readers 2007)  
 
• Rules by Cynthia Lord   (Scholastic 2006)  
 
• The White Giraffe by Lauren St. John (Dial 2007)  

 

Grades 9-12:  The Teen Buckeye Book Award  

 
• Carpe Diem by Autumn Cornwell   (Feiwel and Friends 2007)  
 
• Dairy Queen by Catherine Murdock  (Houghton Mifflin 2006)  
 
• Eclipse by Stephenie Meyer   (Little, Brown Young Readers 2007)  
 
• The Night Tourist, by Katherine Marsh   (Hyperion, 2007)  
 
• The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield   (Atria 2006)   

 Buckeye Children’s Book Award Council Announces  Nominees for the  

2008 Buckeye Children’s Book Award and 2008 Teen Buckeye Book Award 

Voting is open to any  

student in Ohio   

September 1, 2008   

www.bcbookaward.info  

and the TBBA website: 

www.bcbookaward.info/

teens  

Voting ends on  

November 15, 2008. 

Winners announced  

December 1, 2008.  
For more information, contact 

Christine Watters,  

cewatters@gmail.com 
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 The Ohio Resource Center for               

Mathematics, Science, and Reading, and the        

Office of Literacy, Ohio Department of               

Education, are partnering to host the OHIO 

LITERACY INSTITUTE.  This two-day           

conference is designed for PreK-16 educators 

who serve as literacy leaders in their schools or 

districts.   

 

• Participate in sessions that explore timely           
literacy issues and topics across grades and         
content areas. 

• Learn valuable strategies that can enhance         
instruction and student achievement in your 
school or district.  

• Meet award-winning Ohio authors of children’s 
and young adult literature. 

• Discover Ohio-based educational resources. 

• Network with other literacy leaders from across 
the state. 

• Receive a CD of presentation materials, a $30 
book voucher, and many other professional         
resources.  

 

• Holocaust Studies for Educators             

June 16—20, 2008                                        

Hebrew Union College                                 

Cincinnati OH 

 

• Ohio Chautauqua Teachers Institute 

2008:                                                     

Inventors & Innovators                   

June 24—28, 2008                             

Muskingum College, New Concord OH 

 

• Ohio’s Japanese Americans:                         

Immigration, Internment, and                   

Reconciliation                                             

June 23—27, 2008                                   

The University of Akron                                 

Akron OH 

 

• Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Race in 19th          

Century Ohio: A Summer Institute for 

Teachers                

July 6—11, 2008                                            

Ohio University  Athens OH 

 

• Understanding and Teaching Jewish 

Texts: Exploring Collaborative Text 

Study                                                         

July 27—August 1, 2008                                 

University of Cincinnati                                

Cincinnati OH 

Educational Opportunities for Ohio Educators 

THE OHIO LITERACY  INSTITUTE  
June 16 — 17, 2008                                  

Crowne Plaza Hotel Columbus                

Dublin OH 

There is something for every literacy 
leader at the two-day Ohio Literacy 

Institute! 

For more information  
or to register,  

visit the Ohio Literacy  
Institute Website at 

 
 http://www.ohiorc.org/oli/ 

 

Registration Deadline  

May 30, 2008 

K-12  Teachers  

Summer Institutes 

For more information about any of these                 

institutes, check out this website: 

 

http://www.ohiohumanities.org/teachers/

index.htm 
 

or call 1-800-293.9774 

Page 16  www.octela.org 



 

This award is presented to teachers in grades K-6 who are  

   in their second—fourth years of teaching.  

 A $1000 grant will be part of the spring 2009 award. 

 

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and submitted to the 

 chair of the selection committee.  Nominees will then receive their application packets. 

  

 Nominee’s Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

 Year of Teaching: Second _____  Third _____  Fourth _____ 

 

 Name of School: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 School Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 Home Phone: (optional) __________________________  Email: _____________________ 

 

 Work Phone: (optional) _____________________________ 

 

 Current Position: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Nominator: _____________________________________________ Date: ______________ 

 

 Home Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________ 

 

 Home Phone: _________________________________ 

 

 Work Phone: _________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Send nominations to Sue Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907 

Phone: (419) 756 0962     Email:  vmalaska@neo.rr.com       

 Deadline: November 30, 2008 

The Bonnie Chambers 10th Anniversary Grant 

for Exemplary Beginning Teaching—2009 
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OCTELA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 

Application for OCTELA Membership:  Make checks payable to OCTELA and mail this form to 

Ruth McClain,   644 Overlook Drive,   Columbus, OH 43214  rmcclain@bright.net 

You may also pay by Master Card or Visa. 

CHECK ONE:  ___ Professional Membership  $35.00 ___ Student or Retired Membership  $12.00 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _________________________________________ St:  _____ Zip:  _______________ 

 

Home Phone:  (       )  __________________   School Phone:  (       ) __________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

County in which you teach: __________________ School: _________________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: ______________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  

MasterCard/Visa (circle one) 

 

 
To join NCTE, please complete this form and mail to: 

NCTE, 111 West Kenyon Road, Urbana, Illinois 61801-1096   
 

Please note that NCTE journals are  

NO LONGER included in the 

membership fee. 

 

Journal fees for students are half 

of a regular membership 

journal fee. 

 

 

 
Choose one:  ___ New membership…$40  ___ Renewal …$40 Renewal Membership number _______________ 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________ Home Phone: (             ) ____________________ 

 

Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ______________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________  School Name: __________________________________________ 

 

School Address: ___________________________________  City: _______________________ ST: _________ Zip: _________ 

 

Voting Section: Check one ____ Elementary ___ Middle School ___ Secondary  ___ College 

 

Teaching Level:  Check all applicable 

 

___ Secondary ___ Middle Sch. 

 

___ Elementary     ___ College/Univ. 

 

___ Vocational      ___ Librarian 

 

___ Retired            ___ Student 

 

___ Other:              ___ Dept. Chair 

Confused...about Membership? 
Check your mailing label 

NCTE Membership Form  

OHIO P-0177 

Language Arts:  $25.00  School Talk $15.00 

 

English Journal  $25.00  NCTE Plus $20.00 

 

College English  $25.00  Teaching Eng. 

     in Two Year  

Primary Voices K-6 $20.00  Colleges  $20.00 

 

Voices from the Middle $20.00  Research in  

     Teaching Eng. $20.00 
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Session Title (please keep it short): Description of content and purpose in 50 words or fewer: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTES:  

1) If your proposal is accepted, both the title and the content may be edited to fit printing requirements.        

2) When you submit your proposal, please include the Ohio content standards and/or the NCTE/IRA standards that 

your session addresses.  

3) Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Ohio writing project.  

 

Audience:  Circle the grade level(s) for which this session would be most beneficial. 
                    K-4      5-8        9-12        HS & College       Multiple Levels 

 
Audio Visual Needs* (Please circle):    Overhead     TV/VCR     Internet (requires a wireless card) 

*Make sure that the AV you request beyond an overhead is essential to the successful presentation of your content.  Due to the 
cost of A/V rental, OCTELA will NOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectors. If you need this for your presentation, you 
will be asked to bring your own equipment. 

 

Contact Presenter’s Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Work phone (______)___________________  Home phone (_____)_____________________________________ 

 

Work Fax   (_______)___________________ Email __________________________________________________ 

 

Other Presenter(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of School Building and District & Complete Address for Building:  

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

If your proposal has one or two presenters, each will receive half off the conference rate.                                  

Additional presenters will be asked to pay the full conference fee. 

 

PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2009 
 

E-Mail to: Karla Bisig at karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us 

or mail to 85 Grand Vista Drive, Wilmington OH 45177  

 

   Note: Proposals will be acknowledged by email. Please supply your legible email address. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 
OCTELA 2009 Spring Conference: 

March 27March 27March 27March 27————28, 2009 28, 2009 28, 2009 28, 2009     
Building BridgesBuilding BridgesBuilding BridgesBuilding Bridges    

Featured Speakers: Alex Flinn, Angela Johnson, David Wiesner 

 Page 19  



 

 

644 Overlook Drive 

Columbus OH 43214 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chillicothe, OH 
45601 

PERMIT NO. 111 


