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  Movies . . .                                     
 the road less travelled in the 

 classroom and why I skipped 

 school to watch movies. 

By Tanzina Shams 

I love movies.  And I know I am not alone.  
Even under the current economic situation of the 
world, movies are hardly in short supply. Movies are 
a form of entertainment, an escape, a social                
gathering.  Movies were and continue to be a part of 
the unwritten curriculum for cultural education. As a 
teacher I think that movies can provide a cultural 
education for me, my students, and for my                 
colleagues and their students in a way that books 
alone cannot.   Before all those reading this gasp in 
horror,  I will add that reading holds the same love 
for me as watching movies even though movie          

versions sometimes fail 
to deliver the brilliance of 
the written images in 
books. My advice is to 
stop comparing the two         
mediums or, more simply 
put, when you’re             
watching The Tale of 

Despereaux, stop              
thinking about the book. 
When you do, you will be 
greatly disappointed           

because no film could capture Kate DiCamillo’s 
brilliant use of the English language. 

When I was in grade school, I pretended to 
be sick so I could stay home to watch the morning 
movie. By high school I stayed up way past my bed 
time in order to secretly creep downstairs to watch 
late night movies. It always seemed that really good 
movies were broadcast on TV during school hours 
or after midnight. This was before the days of DVR 
and TEVO and even VCRs.  I still remember those 
days in grade school when I would look at the 
weekly TV Guide to see if anything was worthy of a 
pretend sick day. When I found something of          
interest, I would set my plan into action—alternating 
between those mysterious illnesses that struck at 
bedtime or the morning following breakfast. 

 I watched Houdini, The Great Imposter, A  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Grows in Brooklyn, To Kill a Mocking-

bird, and many others. When movies were based on 
books, I made sure to find a copy at the library. 
That’s how I learned that “the great imposter” was 
really Ferdinand Waldo Demara, and I learned that                 
newspaper articles on Houdini could be found on 
“microfiche.”  This is not to justify my skipping 
school in any way but movies helped me, the child 
of immigrants, to understand the U.S. culture in a 
way that simply reading a book didn’t. Movies also 
helped me to stay connected to my native Indian 
subcontinent culture.  Yes, even the sporadic           
bursting into songs parts—although no one really 
does that—music is an inherent part of the culture, 
from a rickshaw driver who sings as he pedals to the 
loud stereos blasting from a teahouse.  

I am still surprised at how many times I got 
away with playing sick—my mother caught on but 
let me anyway.  I’ve never actually discussed this 
with her because that would require me to actually 
admit wrongdoing.  She never brought it up either 
because it would require her to admit having planted 
the seed for my fascination with movies, although 
indirectly. My father is the real culprit because he 
would take my mother to the movies, and the story 
goes that they went from movie hall to hall to 
quench his thirst. Even after my birth this habit      
continued to thrive. By age two or three, I was able 
to recount the entire storyline of Spartacus and raise 
questions such as why did Spartacus refuse to fight 
the black slave, and why did his wife take their son 
to see him when he was being crucified?  Was this 
an early sign of critical inquiry? And isn’t that what 
we teach students to do to texts?  Isn’t it, therefore,        
possible that we could teach them to do the same to 
movies? 

I now realize that my father had no right to 
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“... movies in the 
classroom are      

usually not viewed 
as a stand alone 
teaching tool;  

at best, we bring 
the movie versions 

of texts to               
supplement texts.”  



take me to see such mature subject matter at such an 
impressionable age and certainly not without        
discussing the context of the story with me. Yet, I 
also realize that it was better to have been exposed 
than not. During high school when I crept               
downstairs on a few occasions, I found my father  
sitting on the couch as though waiting for me to join 
him. It’s how I discovered Gigi , The Swimmer, The 

Guns of Navarone, The Old Man and the Sea,          

Lawrence of Arabia, and Cool Hand 

Luke among many others. And again, 
the “briefing” was almost nonexistent. 
He might have mentioned that the actor 
from Roman Holiday is the same actor 
in Moby Dick but, beyond that, there 
was hardly any discussion about        
historical, cultural, social, or political          
significance. Without any such                 
discussion and context, I’m not sure 
how many viewers will understand 
what to extract and internalize.  

It reminds me of teachers who show movies 
just to fill in time or to avoid leaving lesson plans 
for substitute teachers, and their students consider 
these as a “free day.”  Imagine if, as teachers, we 
were to give our students a novel to read without 
providing any context or without any follow-up          
discussions. Yet, movies in the classroom are          
usually not viewed as a stand alone teaching tool; at 
best, we bring the movie versions of texts to           
supplement texts [i.e., A Raisin in the Sun or          
Hamlet]. 
 Over the years I have continued to watch 
movies and, thanks to the advancement of                 
technology, I can now watch even more than I ever 
imagined possible. Whenever I find a movie worthy 
of sharing with others, I always think first of sharing 
in the classroom. I realize that scheduling class time 
to show an entire movie followed with discussion is 
impossible unless you have block schedules. For this 
reason, I would show segments just as we segment 
chapters of a novel. I might even include a list of 
movies with summer reading lists. If there are              
reasons that don’t allow for an entire movie, then 
view a segment.  
  For example, my first use of movies was 
during a unit on nonverbal communication of a 10th 
grade introduction to speech course. I found clips 
from foreign language movies with which my      
students were unfamiliar so that they could focus on 

the nonverbal actions of the actors and on the                  
background scenery in order to interpret the               
segment.  Students gain an insight into the human 
condition via nonverbal actions and verbal                 
intonation patterns that they’d likely miss when          
listening to someone speaking in the native          
language.  
 The movies I used were Cinema Paradiso

[1988] and The Unvanquished [1956]. In both of 
these films, the actors express a                
multitude of emotions with a single 
glance or a single action.  Totò, the 
main character in Cinema Paradiso, has 
a sweet comical exchange with the          
supporting character, the much elder         
Alfredo, the projectionist in the town’s 
movie theater. Alfredo must take and 
pass the grade school equivalent test—
the same test that young Totò is also 
taking. It isn’t too long into this scene 

that Alfredo finds himself struggling and seeks help 
from Totò who is sitting across the room. With the 
most ingenious moment that is the catalyst of the 
lifelong friendship and bond between these two, 
Totò signals to Alfredo that if he will agree to teach 
him how to run the movie projector, then he will 
give him the answers to the test. The deal is struck in 
a brief second and without getting caught cheating 
by the test proctors. Not one word is uttered.  
 It is the same in the segment I chose from 
The Unvanquished, a scene where the protagonist’s 
mother has passed away. The only way we know 
that his mother has died is through the action of his 
walking without his shoes and with a shaven head [it 
is a Hindu custom for a man to shave his head and 
walk barefooted after the death of a parent].  I’ve 
often used the cliché, “a picture is worth a thousand 
words,” and I was able to show students why 
through the use of “moving pictures” from movies. 
In addition to teaching nonverbal communication, I 
was also able to expose them to foreign cultures and 
what later became known as multicultural education.  

Technology advancements and the Internet 
make multicultural education easily accessible and 
we have lists of texts. But finding a list of                  
multicultural movies is a bit more challenging. I am 
not sure the reason for this, and I can only assume 
that it is because teachers are not turning to movies 
as they do to books.  Due to the focus of multicul-
tural education and social justice issues, I think it is 
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more important than ever to have as many ways to 
educate the ever growing population with shorter 
attention spans.  Popular demand is, however, still 
for those movies that blow up aliens or something. 
 Most theaters do not have what are                
commonly known as “art films.” Unless you’re          
fortunate enough to live in or near a city that has a 
film festival, most of these types of movies remain 
unknown.  I am not referring to a long list of foreign 
films that merit watching for their own sake. Rather, 
I am offering a short list of movies that will provide 
an exposure to other cultures in the way that movies 
I watched provided me, the child of immigrants, a 
cultural exposure to others, whether they be others 
within my own ethnicity or outside of it.  This list 
arises from my passion rather than from any study I 
conducted, and I welcome additions and hope             
further discussions will be generated from it. There 
are probably a number of lists you can find on the 
Internet, and I highly recommend such a search. 
This is merely a tip of the iceberg from my          
perspective.  
 The first and only one I will insist upon for 
every teacher is A Class Divided [1986]. For me, 
this was a wake-up call, and I only discovered it a 
few days ago. For those of you who saw this when it 
originally aired on Frontline in 1984, I wish you’d 
shared with others. I wish this was part of my 
teacher education curriculum in the 1990’s.  
 This is a documentary that revisits Jane        
Elliott, the 3rd grade teacher in Iowa who, in 1968, 
conducted an experiment with her all white students 
on a lesson on racism and discrimination. The ex-
periment was her  reaction to the assassination of 
Martin Luther  King and the civil rights movement, 
and it was filmed by ABC news—the documentary 
Eye of the Storm [1970]. 
  In the two-day experiment Elliott divides 
the class into two groups, brown eyed and blue 
eyed, and both groups experience for a day the role 
of majority and minority. I didn’t know about that 
film either. A Class Divided shows segments from it 
and revisits with Jane Elliott and students who were 
in that film. 
 

For every one of us who has ever                 

proclaimed to know  what it feels to be in 

another’s shoes and understand  

discrimination, think again.  

 

 

 For every one of us who thinks that  

children are not sponges who soak up  

any comments we make toward those  

whom we consider as different or others, 

watch this.  

 
 I regret every time I have said that the Asian 
market smells like fish or Indian stores smell like 
curry. I regret  every time someone has made a 
comment in front of children about “IEP/Gifted,” 
“single/two parent,” “Democrats/Republicans,” 
“American/un-American,” “gay/ straight,” “black/
white,” “we/them.”   
 There is a segment of this documentary 
where Elliott conducts  the experiment with adults. 
The  group includes various races, unlike her 3rd 
graders who were all white, and the experiment 
takes place in one day with an in-depth follow-up 
discussion.  During the discussion a woman declares 
that “all of us…have dealt with discrimination on 
both sides.  You don’t have to be black or Jewish or 
Mexican or anything else to have faced discrimina-
tion in your life...and as adults you learn to deal 
with those feelings within yourself.”  She was in the 
minority group during the experiment and was      
argumentative throughout—not dealing with her 
feelings within herself.  
 When asked by Elliott, “What if you had to 
spend the rest of your life this way (meaning part of          
the group that’s discriminated)?” she replies that she 
didn’t “know how to answer that.” Another woman 
in the group responds with, “You don’t wake up 
every morning knowing that you’re different…I 
don’t think you can really say that you’ve felt      
discrimination…what it is like… to go through the 
daily experiences…of not being listened to…”  I 
regret that Jane Elliott is not everyone’s 3rd grade 
teacher and that we did not have the privilege of her 
experiment. We will simply have to settle for 
watching the film. I found my copy online and at 
the library, but it is available for purchase from  
 
PBS. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
video/flv/generic.html?=frol02p66&continuous=1 
 
 The second documentary is a short film My 

Brown Eyes [1994] about the first day of school for 
a 10-year-old immigrant. I watched this during 
SIOP training in 2004. I think it is worthy of sharing 
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with colleagues—not just those who teach ESL/ELL 
students. I also think it is worth sharing with         
students so that they will understand experiences of 
their ELL classmates and what it feels like to be 
made fun of when you eat something different or 
when you are excluded or bullied because you do 
not speak the same language or look different.  
 The context of the film must include a            
discussion that while this is a single experience we 
can learn from, we should not generalize this boy’s 
story and apply it to all immigrant experiences. The 
boy’s parents work all night and, while they’re 
asleep, he cooks breakfast for himself and his          
parents and then makes his lunch; without a            
discussion about this, it is very likely for young 
minds to assume that this must be the life of all of 
their ELL classmates and further racial stereotyping.  
 Not all ELL students have parents who work 
all night, not all ELL students are as independent as 
the boy featured in this film, 
and not all ELL students        
prefer to eat native cuisine. 
What we don’t want to         
perpetuate is the stereotyping 
and the biases that are           
inflicted upon the boy in the 
film. There is a tendency for 
some to assume that when 
they catch a glimpse of a           
culture or a group that it is 
representative of the entire, 
and it is important to raise 
awareness of all aspects of a specific culture or 
group. This seems to be common sense, but there 
are times when we really need to make sure our           
students (and others) understand this.  
 I remember one afternoon my family and I 
were watching [B]ride and Prejudice when a 
neighbor’s daughter came by and decided to join us. 
Afterwards, she exclaimed “I want to be Indian.”  
She simply loved the movie and was excited—as a 
movie addict I understood this, but I’ve never felt 
that I wanted “to be” or to become something I  
wasn’t. I still love Gigi but I never felt that I wanted 
“to be” French. Thus, I asked her why and she said 
that she loved all the jewelry, colorful costumes, the 
singing and dancing, and she wanted to know why I 
didn’t dress like the actresses in the movie.   
 While this made me smile and make a          
mental note to get her a traditional Indian outfit, I 

mentioned High School Musical to discuss a       
scenario about someone who didn’t live in the U.S. 
but watched the movie and afterwards wanted to go 
to high school in the U.S. and meet someone like 
Troy. She seems to have understood and said that 
her parents thought that all Indians are doctors or 
computer engineers. I suppose it was a good thing 
that she didn’t walk in while we were watching City 

of Joy, Salaam Bombay, or Slumdog Millionaire, all 
of which are movies about being poor, in a different 
class, and social injustice. There is a fine balance 
when we expose students to different cultures. I 
think that it is important to show students what it 
feels like to be in  another’s shoes, but I also think it 
is important to show students that one size does not 
fit all.  
  The following movies offer a glimpse into 
the American immigrant experience: The Visitor 

and The Namesake. Often the thought is that if you 
really want to know a culture, 
you must become  submerged 
in it. These movies offer a         
different perspective—if you 
really want to know any       
culture, you must see those 
from one culture thriving, 
struggling, and merging into 
the mainstream of  another  
culture. The juxtaposition    
allows us to addresses social, 
economical, political, and   
cultural class systems both 

within the mainstream and immigrant culture.   
 The Visitor presents an American widower 
dealing with his grief amid his encounter with two 
cultures, Syrian and Senegalese, which we don’t 
often see in movies. The unlikely friendship of a 
reclusive, grieving college professor and the care-
free drummer who is an illegal trying to create a life 
in New York City is refreshing by itself but added 
to it is the impact of 911 on immigration and racial        
profiling. The friendship that evolves between these 
two men is at once unexpected yet hopeful. As in 
life, the universal language of music erases the       
cultural divides, and we find ourselves rooting for 
the Syrian and Senegalese Muslim characters.  
 In The Namesake, based on Jhumpa Lahiri’s 
novel, two generations of an East Indian immigrant 
family assimilate into US culture. The parents, 
Ashok and Ashima, try to assimilate into American 
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culture while clearly preferring their own, while 
their children, Gogol and Sonia, try to create 
“individual” identities that are neither all Indian nor 
all American. The alienation of the parents is most 
evident during Ashima’s first days in America 
when she fixes a bowl of Rice Krispies with chili 
powder, a popular snack from her homeland, in-
stead of with milk as it’s eaten here in the US.   
 This movie also addresses grief and loss but 
from the experience of immigrants. For those of us 
who live just a short drive away from our families, 
it is unlikely that we will find ourselves at the other 
side of the world when we lose one or both parents 
as does Ashima when she learns about her father’s 
sudden death via a middle of the night phone call. 
Hindu funeral and wedding ceremonies are also 
shown both in India and in the U.S. Students might 
experience attending both if they have friends who 
are from other cultures, but movies such as these 
make such cultural experiences available to all.  
 My final focus of movies deal with the        
unspeakable travesties that are part of human         
history but must nevertheless be spoken about— 
especially within the realms of classrooms. In 
speaking about multicultural and social justice, I 
cannot help but to think first of The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas [2008], based on the book by John 
Boyne, and Life is Beautiful [1997].  Each of these 
offers a look at the Holocaust in a way that is quite 
different from other movies, documentaries, or        
historical films on the subject. The first addresses 
the power of propaganda and while it is Nazi      
propaganda, it is not a stretch of the mind to see 
how easily one can substitute other propaganda to 
persuade wrongdoings against anyone based on 
their race, color, ethnicity, religion, or any                   
differences from norms of mainstream acceptable 
popular culture.  
 In both of these there is a blatant open            
attempt by the fathers in each story to conceal that 
which is real and true but for opposite purposes. In 
Boy the father, a Nazi officer in charge of an            
internment camp, attempts to keep his young son 
from discovering the realities of the genocide that 
occurs at the camp. He tells his son that it is not a 
prison but a summer camp and, to prove this, we 
are shown the propaganda film by the Nazis with        
detainees in the role of happy campers. Life is from 
the perspective of a Jewish father who conceals his 
imprisonment and impending execution to his 
young son by telling him that they are, in fact, in a 

camp and must pretend 
that it is a game.  
 I realize that for 
many who have                
experienced the           
Holocaust even the          
mentioning of these films 
is painful. To you, I        
sincerely hope that you 
will understand the need 
for their inclusion— 
hopefully someday    
teachers will no longer 
have to provide lessons in cultural (multicultural)                 
education. Unfortunately, we’re not quite there 
yet— we are still at a time when we need to declare 
particular months and dates on the calendar to           
remind everyone to celebrate our differences.  

Not all have the chance to see the world and 
not all have a chance to see it from the perspective 
of another.  Books undoubtedly give us this chance 
and as teachers we share this chance with our          
students.  Movies are just another tool; in watching 
them we have a chance to see the lives of others 
and sometimes we might even see ourselves. And if 
we’re really lucky, we won’t have to skip school to 
watch them. 

Films that offer a cultural journey         
include the following [listed according to year]: 

 
•  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn [1945],  

• Gentlemen’s Agreement [1947],   

• Hamlet [1948] 

• The Well [1951] 

• Jim Thorpe: All American [1951] 

• Houdini [1953] 

• Roman Holiday [1953] 

• Moby Dick [1956] 

• Gigi [1958] 

• The Old Man and the Sea [1958] 

• Inherit the Wind [1960]  

• The Great Imposter [1961] 

• To Kill a Mockingbird [1962]  

• Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner [1967]  

• To Sir with Love [1967] 

• The Swimmer [1968] 

• Fiddler on the Roof [1971] 

• Roots [1977]  

• Coal Miner’s Daughter [1980]  

• A Passage to India [1984] 

• My Beautiful Launderette [1986] 
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• The Milagro Beanfield War [1988]  
• Driving Miss Daisy [1989]  

• The Long Walk Home [1990]  

• Of Mice and Men [1992]  

• The Wedding Banquet [1993]  

• The Scent of Green Papaya [1993]  

• Philadelphia [1993]  

• The Lion King [1994]  

• Pocahontas[1995 ]  

• Amistad [1997]  

• Mulan [1998]  

• The Color of Paradise [1999]  

• Children of Heaven [1999]  

• Osama [2003]  

• The House of Sand and Fog [2003]  

• [B]ride and Prejudice [2004] 

• Crash [2005] 

• High School Musical [2006] 

• Everyone’s Hero [2006] 

• The Kite Runner [2007] 

• La Misma Luna [2007] 

• The Tale of Despereaux [2008]  

• all PIXAR feature films. 

 

Additional movies mentioned in the article         
address social justice issues. 
 
• Spartacus [1960]  

• The Guns of Navarone [1961]  

• A Raisin in the Sun[1961]   

• Lawrence of Arabia [1962]  

• Cool Hand Luke [1967] 

• Salaam Bombay [1988]  

• City of Joy [1992]  

• Slumdog Millionaire [2008] 
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  Erin Kosanovich —  

2009 Winner of                            

 Bonnie Chambers Award       

  for Exemplary                 

   Beginning   

    Teaching  

 Erin Kosanovich is a fourth-year                 
kindergarten teacher at Wilson Hill Elementary 
School in Worthington, Ohio.  Erin was nominated 
by her principal Pat Reeder, a former student of 
Bonnie Chambers.  The Bonnie Chambers           
Committee composed of Chair Sue Malaska,      
Tobie Sanders, Evie Freeman, Connie Zitlow, and 
Zana Vincent, were impressed that Erin gave a 
great deal of thought to her responses demonstrating 
her teaching as reflective and thoughtful.   
 Erin had books from a great diversity of         
cultures.  "I use children's literature in all areas of 
my teaching to give our learning a context.”          
“Erin’s focus was on the children and what their 
needs were,” states Sue Malaska.  “She recognized 
the importance of slowing things down so the          
children could go deeper.  By taking time to         
thoroughly explain and model each activity and        
station, the children could become more                   
independent. Consequently, everyone is more          
engaged and productive.” 
 The committee also liked how the students’ 
work stations focused on all the language arts—   
listening station, book nook, work builder, and    
writing.  Erin also wrote about continued refinement 
and growth: " It's not a perfect system, but it's          
working well enough now. I'm always looking for 
new ideas for change and to build upon what I've 
already discovered." 
 In answering the award questionnaire, Erin 
wrote the following essay.  Here it is in part.    

 
Learning Literacy Skills Through  

Gingerbread Adventure Tales 
 

 December is an exciting time for everyone, 
especially school children!  They are getting ready  

 
 
 

Congratulations 
Erin  

Kosanovich 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
to celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, and/or Kwanzaa 
with their families.  They are preparing to ring in the 
New Year.  It is difficult to control their excitement 
when they come to school daily and weekly talking 
about visiting Santa, mischievous elves, packing for 
vacations and family visits, baking cookies, and 
playing games.  During my first year of teaching, 
each day in December was overwhelming as I tried 
to teach 23 highly excited and active five-year-olds.  
Since then, I have learned that instead of trying to 
suppress that energy and excitement, it is a lot easier 
to try to work with it.  It took a lot of thinking and a 
bit of research to come up with a way to accomplish 
our learning goals for December and to have fun  
doing it.  Instead of directly learning about each 
holiday or doing a “Christmas Around the World” 
theme, I decided to use tales of the Gingerbread Man 
to accomplish our learning goals. 
 I started with the stories that I knew, The 

Gingerbread Man, The Gingerbread Boy, and The 

Gingerbread Baby.  I had heard that there were other 
tales written with the same sort of plot and story 
line, but I had no idea how many!  With the help of a 
kind and knowledgeable Worthington librarian, 
amazon.com, and suggestions from kinder-
korner.com, I discovered that there were many      
gingerbread-like adventure books from many        
different cultures and regions.  Here are some of the 
books we read: 
 
• The Gingerbread Man by Eric A. Kimmel 
• The Gingerbread Boy by Paul Galdone 

• The Gingerbread Girl by Lisa Campbell Ernst 
• The Gingerbread Baby by Jan Brett 
• Gingerbread Friends by Jan Brett 
• The Gingerbread Cowboy by Janet Squires 
• The Runaway Tortilla by Eric A. Kimmel 
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• The Matzo Ball Boy by Lisa Shulman 
• The Runaway Latkes by Leslie Kimmelman 

• The Musubi Man: Hawaii’s Gingerbread Man 

by Sandi Takayama 
• The Runaway Rice Cake by Ying Chang          

Compestine 
• Marsupial Sue Presents The Runaway          

Pancake by John Lithgow 
• Stop that Pickle! by Peter Armour 
 
 These books helped me to create a unit 
where we could learn about and celebrate multiple 
December holidays, learn about the terms 
“characters” and “setting,” continue our study of 
word families, play with rhymes, compare and  
contrast stories, sequence events, retell stories, and 
much, much more. 
 Each child kept a Gingerbread Journal to 
help record and compare some of the stories we 
read.  Each day, I would read aloud a new tale.   
Afterwards, we would talk about the setting and 
characters and how it compared to the other like 
tales we had read.  Then at their seats, the children 
would record this new story in their Gingerbread 
Journal.  This involved writing in the missing word 
of the title, gluing a dicut “cookie” or shape to the 
page to decorate like the main character, and          
drawing other elements from the story on the other 
white space. They could then read—independently 
for some, with some help for others—the charac-
ters’ unique rhyme at the bottom of the page. After 
only a couple of days, the children would arrive at 
school each morning excited and curious to hear 
each creative story variation. 
 These tales were used to teach other areas 
of literacy.  Here are some other things we did: 
 
• We used the rhyme from The Gingerbread 

Man to support our study of the “-an” word 
family.  We read that rhyme again and again 
and made new words and rhymes. 

 
• We learned about Venn diagrams and made 

one to compare and contrast The               

Gingerbread Man and The Gingerbread Baby. 
 
• We sequenced the story using picture clues. 
 
• We learned elements of a good retelling and 

retold the stories together and independently 
at the “Drama Work Station.” 

 
• We used our pointers to read rhymes from 

the stories we read in our pocket chart. 
 
• We made big story maps in groups to draw 

and retell stories we read.  We then hung up 
the  stories at a Gingerbread Kingdom/
Holiday Party one evening.   

 
• The Runaway Latkes also served as a good    

connection to our brief study of Hanukkah. 
 
• We read atlases and looked at maps to find 

out where China, Australia, Hawaii, and 
Texas were located.  These were places men-
tioned in the books we read.  We also read 
maps and letters about where some runaway 
gingerbread children from our school          
traveled.  

 
To thoroughly explain and model each activity and 
station, the children could become more                    
independent.  Consequently, everyone is more         
engaged and productive. 
 During my second year of teaching, I did 
implement work station time into my daily routine, 
and I witnessed first-hand the positive implications 
of work stations. Instead of having ten random      
centers, I now have a computer work station, a big 
book work station, a reading the room station, a 
handwriting station, a housekeeping station, a 
drama station, a book nook station, a listening       
station, a math station, a puzzles and games station, 
a word builder station, a writing station, a bean bag 
toss station, and more. 
 My students were more independent and 
engaged than ever before.  My guided reading 
groups were more productive and fulfilling since 
the number of interruptions had decreased.  I felt as 
though my students were better at grasping             
concepts and using strategies since they had been 
given the time to practice and play with them at the       
stations.  They were going home and talking about 
them.  Parents inquired about work stations because 
it was their children’s favorite part of their day. 
 Work Station time does not go on without 
flaws.  There are still small management kinks I’m 
trying to work out and, of course,  I value the          
conversations I’ve had with other teachers who are 
trying to implement this work into their teaching.   
 

 

Page 9 



Jennifer Walker, a teacher at 

East High School in Youngstown City 
Schools, has been named the 2009 Ohio 
Teacher of the Year by the Ohio               
Department of Education. 
 Deborah Delisle, state superinten-
dent of public instruction, says, “There’s 
nothing more important to an educator than 
providing students with the tools necessary 
for success,” Delisle said. “Jennifer, our 
2009 Teacher of the Year, is leading the 
way. Her passion for the classroom and dedication to 
her students set a standard for teaching at East High 
School and throughout the state.” 
 Walker said she was “very surprised” by the 
honor, which is “great for our district.” What quality 
does she have as a teacher that singled her out? “I 
think I was able to express and share my passion and 
love for teaching and my students,” she said. “Every 
day is different . . . no two days are the same. You 
may spend hours on lesson plans but then the         
students dictate where it goes,” she said. 
 Walker, a 14-year teaching veteran, has 
taught English and reading in the junior high and 
high school grades. She has taught English in 
Youngstown City Schools for ten years. “I want my 
students to use what I teach in their lives. I want 
them to be able to relate to what they’re reading,” 
Walker said. 
 Her current duties include teaching English 
and Advanced Placement Literature and Composi-
tion to ninth through eleventh graders, as well as 
serving as lead literacy teacher and chairperson of 
the English department at EHS. 
 Walker taught English and Foundations of 
Reading to ninth and tenth graders at Rayen High 
School for four years before it merged with Wilson 
High School to form EHS in 2007. Before that, she 
taught language arts to seventh and eighth graders in 
Choffin Junior High’s Gifted and Talented          
program.  Previously, she taught English and                 
reading at Geneva High School in Geneva City 
Schools for four years. 
 Walker’s accomplishments include                  
achievement of National Board Certification in 
2002 in Early Adolescence/English Language Arts, 

and being named a fellow in the National 
Writing Project. She also is a member of 
the Ohio Council of Teachers of English 
Language Arts. 
 “It is my passion to help students 
see school and my classroom as a place 
that is safe, a haven. A place where they 
can feel confident and successful, loved 
and nurtured. This is my greatest                  
contribution, and my passion, as a 
teacher,” Walker has said.  Walker has  
received numerous honors and recognition 

for her teaching including:  
 

• 2008 Teacher of the Year for Youngstown 
City Schools and East High School;  

• recipient of National Education Association 
Books Across America Grant;  

• recipient of WYTV Steel to Scholars Grant;  
• Best Academic Practice School Teacher 

Award;  
• Chief EHS coordinator for Youngstown State 

University’s English Festival.  
 
 She received both a bachelor’s in English 
education and master’s in education from  
Youngstown State University.  As the lead literacy 
teacher, Walker has refined her instructional            
techniques and team responsibilities. She designed a 
literacy manual, used newsletters to share literacy 
strategies and led the literacy team in presenting at 
school-wide professional development meetings. 
Walker also served for three years on the                 
governance team that converted EHS to a “small 
school” model as part of a KnowledgeWorks 
Grant. She is a teacher leader for The Freshman 
School of Excellence. 
 The 2009 Ohio Teacher of the Year was   
selected from nominations submitted by schools 
across the state. Nominations were reviewed by a 
statewide review panel made up of representatives 
from a wide range of professional organizations and 
school constituencies, including community and 
business representatives, elementary and secondary 
administrators, principals and teachers—including 
teachers who have been recognized for their           
excellent performance in the classroom. 
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Ohio Teacher of the Year OCTELA Member 

Reprinted from the Ohio Department of Education Website     



 

 

 
 
Karen Carney 

 
Vice-President 
 
 
 
 
 

 As a teacher at Campbell City Schools for 
twenty-three years Karen Carney has been a strong 
supporter of the best educational experiences for her 
students.  Always involved in college courses and 
professional development, her utmost concern is 
staying current in the best educational practices 
which lead to student achievement. She began as a 
first grade teacher and is currently the Middle 
School Literacy Consultant and Literacy Specialist 
for the district. 
 
 Karen’s credentials include a BS in         
Education, MS in Curriculum, and Reading          
Endorsement from Youngstown State University.  In 
May of 2007, she became one of the first “21”        
educators in Ohio to receive the designation of         
Literacy Specialist having completed the rigorous 
Literacy Specialist Endorsement through the          
University of Akron.  Karen is currently pursuing a 
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with an               
emphasis on Literacy at Akron University. 
 
 Her dedication to education and students         
extends well beyond the walls of Campbell City 
Schools. Karen is an active member of many         
professional organizations to include IRA, OCIRA, 
MVCIRA, NCTE, OCTELA and ASCD where she 
has held various executive positions and made         
numerous presentations at conferences. Karen is an 
Adjunct Professor at Youngstown State University 
and an eLearning instructor for the Ohio Department 
of Education.   

To Karen, it’s all about learning! 

 

 

 

 

Virginia McCormac 

 

Secretary-Elect 
 
 
 
 

 

 Ginny has taught in Beachwood City 
Schools for thirty years. During that time, she taught 
first, second, seventh and eighth grades and has 
taught sixth grade Language Arts for twenty-four 
years. Because English/Language Arts has always 
been the most important subject area of her teaching, 
Ginny completed a Reading Endorsement in 1975 
and in 2001 earned National Board Certification in 
Early Adolescent English Language Arts. She has 
also been the school newspaper advisor for fifteen 
years. 
 
 She has been fortunate to work with the Ohio 
Department of Education on the Content Advisory 
Committee from 2002-present, approving text,  
questions and answers for the Sixth Grade Reading 
Achievement Test.  In 2004-2005, she wrote model 
ELA curricula for their website and in 2007, Ginny 
worked on the Range Finding Committee. In 1998 
she wrote lesson plans for the Cleveland Museum of 
Art on China using their Asian collection to           
complement these plans. This curriculum is on CMA 
website for all teachers to use.   
  
 Ginny has presented at the Akron University 

Reading Conference speaking on the topic of:   
    Alternative Assessment: Using Creativity and       

Research to Access the State Indicators.    

  Additionally, she serves on Beachwood’s            

Curriculum Committee and shares the K-6 Language 
Arts Coordinator position. 
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New Officers Elected at Spring Conference 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The OCTELA Outstanding Language 
Arts Educator Award was established to recognize 
excellence in language arts teaching at the                    
elementary, middle school, high school and               
university level, and in the special distinction              
category.  An OCTELA Outstanding Language Arts 
Educator demonstrates excellence inside and outside  
the classroom through leadership in and advocacy 
for the language arts and focused efforts to improve 
student learning.  
 An Outstanding Language Arts Educator 
strives for distinguished teaching and continued      
professional growth as specified by The Ohio            

Standards for the Teaching Profession. 
 OCTELA is pleased to honor six educators.  
The award ceremony took place at the 2009 Spring 
Conference Saturday luncheon. 
 

Elementary Educator: 
 
Fran Wilson 
 
Madeira Elementary  
Madeira City Schools  
 
 
 

 Fran Wilson is currently a second grade 
teacher and language arts instructional leader at   
Madeira Elementary School. She has twenty years of 
teaching experience and is a National Board             
Certified Teacher with certification in Early and 
Middle Childhood Literacy. Fran is Reading            
Recovery trained and worked four years as a reading 
teacher. She taught many SIRI reading courses 
through the state of Ohio. In her role as language 
arts instructional leader, she has provided profes-
sional development to the colleagues in her school. 
She’s promoted the use of nonfiction in the class-
room, increased the understanding of comprehension 
strategies, offered training on assessing reading with 
running records, implemented writing workshop, 
and guided the planning of writing units of study 
with corresponding assessments.  
 One belief that Fran holds is that learning is  

 
 

 
 

 
Social, and teachers can implement research-based 
practices best when they work together. She has 
made multiple presentations at state and national  
literacy conferences. Fran serves on the Orbis Pictus             
Committee, which was established by the National 
Council of Teachers of English, to award the best 
nonfiction books written for K-8 students. It is 
Fran’s goal for all children to love reading and to 
regard themselves as skilled writers. 
  

Middle School Educator: 
 
 

Molly Steinlage  
 
Brookpark Middle School  
South-Western City Schools  
 
 

 Molly Steinlage is currently teaching eighth-
grade language arts at Brookpark Middle School in 
the South-Western City School District. This is her 
seventh year teaching. In that time, Molly served as 
the language arts department head and grade-level 
team leader for four years until the position was cut 
due to budget constraints. She is currently serving 
on the district course of study committee working to 
choose new young adult novels for use in the ELA 
classroom and is a member of the Professional 
Learning Communities team at her school. In 2006, 
Molly began teaching the ASP (Accelerated Studies 
Program) language arts class. In that position, she 
has participated in several workshops and has        
presented to a Teacher Academy at Ohio Conference 
of Gifted Children.  
 Molly grew up in New Carlisle, Ohio, and is 
a graduate of Tecumseh High School. After high 
school, she moved to Columbus and became a  
Buckeye at The Ohio State University. She              
continued there into graduate school and earned her 
master’s of education degree in 2002. She is            
currently pursuing a second master’s degree in         
administration, also from OSU. Her goal is to             
someday work in curriculum development or be an          
administrator.  
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Secondary Educator: 
 
 
Sue Kepler  
 
Theodore Roosevelt HS  
Kent City Schools  
 
 

 Sue Kepler was born and raised in Upper 
Arlington,  in Columbus, Ohio. She attended Ohio 
Northern University, Ada, Ohio, and graduated in 
1970 with a Bachelor of Science. Upon graduation, 
she commenced her teaching career in the Revere 
School District at Richfield Elementary teaching 
Sixth Grade. In 1976, she resigned from the Revere 
School System to raise her family.  
 In 1993, realizing how much she missed 
education, Sue began graduate school at Kent State 
University. Upon completion of her Master’s       
Degree, she was hired by Kent City Schools in 
Kent, Ohio, as a reading specialist, a position she 
held for several years. Sue transitioned from           
Reading Specialist to English teacher in the Career 
Education Department and eventually became      
English Department Co-Chair. The curriculum that 
she helped to create for Career Education uses both 
traditional and non-traditional literature. Sue has 
been a mentor teacher and has worked with local 
universities as a critique teacher for student            
teachers.  
 Sue’s husband Gary is retired from Delphi 
Automotive Systems and teaches college part-time. 
Her daughter Wendy lives in Atlanta, and her son 
Jamie and daughter-in-law Tracy live in Tampa, 
Florida. Jamie and Tracy are expecting their first 
child in August  
 

University Educator: 
 
 
Regina Rees  
 
Youngstown State  
University  
 

 Regina Rees has been a teacher in grades      
4-12 for 25 years. She has also taught on the college 

level since 2000. Regina received her undergraduate 
and master’s degrees from Youngstown State     
University and her doctorate from the University of 
Akron. She is currently an assistant professor at 
Youngstown State University. Her academic       
interests include content area reading, Readers 
Theater, poetry, and young adolescent literature.  
Regina is the 2008-09 OCTELA president. She is 
the state coordinator for OCIRA and serves on the 
Ohio Resource Center review board. Regina’s     
family includes her husband, Bill, and daughter, 
Jeanine.  
 

Special Distinction: 
 
 
Samuel E. Whitaker  
 
OCTELA  
Legislative Liaison  
 
 

 Sam Whitaker received his BS and MS    
degrees from the University of Kentucky and    
Doctorate from the University of Tennessee. He 
also completed extensive work in Special Education 
at Eastern Kentucky University and School         
Administration at Ohio State and Ashland          
University. His certifications included Teacher,    
Supervision and Superintendent.  
 Sam taught in Kentucky public schools and 
Eastern Kentucky University prior to coming to  
Columbus in 1978. He served the Ohio Department 
of Education as supervisor for one and one-half 
years and as ODE lobbyist for eight and one half 
years. Upon leaving ODE, he served four years as 
the Assistant Executive Director for the Ohio      
Elementary Principals Association.  
 In 1995, Sam formed EDU Policy            
Consultants, an independent lobbying company. He 
serves several education professional associations, 
school districts and education related businesses as 
Policy Advisor and Lobbyist. Beginning in 1994, 
Sam became editor of education publications        
reported by The HANNAH News Service. He has 
served OCTELA as Policy Advisor for the past 
twelve years.  
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 Over 350 OCTELA members shared in the 
organization's 52nd annual conference March          
27—28, 2009.  This year's conference, "Building 
Bridges:  Connecting Ideas and Methods," promised 
to have valuable information for all who attended.  
 
 Breakout sessions covering a wide range of 
topics—from grammar...to assessment...to           
reading...to blogging—were offered by some of 
OCTELA's most promising members.  Amanda 
O'Dell from Lakewood High School presented 
"Multi-genre Memoir:  Who We Were Is Who We 
Are" and brought five of her students to help          
present.  Their presence was felt throughout the 
conference.  Not only did they help Amanda deliver 
a stellar session, they helped add a spark to Antonia 
Mulvihill's session "Connecting Text and 
Film:  Incorportating Film into the Curriculum as a 
Visual, Literary and Cultural Experience."  Said  
Antonia, "[one of] the best part[s] of my presenta-
tion was their reaction to snippets of film I 
showed.  Their engagement was a far more effective 
testimonial than anything I could say or do! I have 
to thank them for their enthusiasm!"  
 
 Similarly, conference attendees raved about 
Linda Rice's session, "Graphic Novels That Build 
Bridges to Other Times and Cultures," calling her 
multi-grade level session one of the conference's 
best.  Her ideas regarding guided imagery, role play, 
creative writing, and hands-on projects were in high 
demand.  Numerous conference-goers expressed an 
interest in seeing Dr. Rice present again in the          
future.  

 Giving testament to the hard work and 
amazing ability of this year's breakout session          
presenters was Adrian Dennis from the University 
of Toledo: "Overall, I am amazed and feel very 
lucky to have been able to experience OCTELA as a 

student teacher.  Over the past two days, I have          
received so much help, so many resources/materials, 
and so much advice from professionals who are in 
the trenches and know what it takes to be effective 
teachers.  Coming to OCTELA and being exposed 
to so much in just two days makes me excited to 
begin my journey as a language arts teacher.       
OCTELA has given me goosebumps, OCTELA has 
brought tears (good tears!), and OCTELA has       
reinforced my belief that when a group of people 
with common goals come together, the results are 
incredible."  

  

David     
Wiesner 

and    

Conference 
Chair  
Karla Bisig 

 

 With so many outstanding breakout           
presenters at the annual conference, the                  
award-winning keynote speakers were an added  
bonus.  Friday's events began with a poetry reading 
by former OCTELA president Ruth Ann 
Peck.  Audience members were immersed in her 
latest volume of poetry, Rowing Through the 

Night.  At lunch that day, David Wiesner shared his 
thoughts about his works such as Tuesday, The 

Three Pigs, and FLOTSAM.  His opinions regarding 
the teaching of writing—by using pictures—was 
well received and noteworthy.  Saturday's keynote 
speakers were just as illuminating.  Angela       
Johnson, author of The First Part Last, Bird, and 
When I Am Old with You, spoke to her writing  
process and influences.   

 

Former OCTELA              
President Ruth Ann 
Peck reads from her new 
book Rowing Through 

the Night 
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 Later in the day, at the  conference's closing 
session, young adult author Alex Flinn provided an 
advanced reading from her upcoming novel, A Kiss 

in Time, and shared her  experiences on her journey 
to becoming a writing sensation. 

 Final highlights of this year's conference 
included OCTELA's annual award presenta-
tions.  Congratulations go to Bonnie Chambers' 
award winner Erin Kosanovich and our newest 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educators 
award winners: Fran Wilson, Molly Steinlage, 
Sue Kepler, Regina Rees, and Sam Whitaker.   
We hope to see all these winners back again next 
year, sharing their methods and inspiring others. 

Christine Adkins 
and Jaden Woody 
from Wright 
State University 
work the          
Scholastic Booth
  

 Next year's conference, "The New           
Literacies: Challenges and Solutions for the 21st 
Century," promises to be just as full of content- 
rich information.   

 

Please, mark March 26-27, 2010,                          
on your calendar and plan on hearing 

from featured speakers                                   
Steven Layne and Cinda Chima.         

Contact OCTELA President-Elect Karen 
Tollafield at                                   

ktoll82@yahoo.com                                           
if you are interested in helping with the 

upcoming conference. 
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Joe Zaycosky from The Ohio State University 
and Maribel Ventresca from Wright State 
University sell authors’ books supplied by  

Mahoning Valley Distributing Agency 

Final Reminder: 
Beginning in the fall of 2009, the 

OCTELA Newsletter will be          
published on the OCTELA Website or        
as a supplement to the Ohio Journal of 

English Language Arts. 

 
 
 

NCTE Annual Convention: 
• 2009:  November 19—22  Philadelphia, PA 
• 2010:  November 18—21  Orlando, FL 
• 2011:  November 17—20  Chicago, IL 
 

CCCC: 
• 2009:  March 11—14 San Francisco, CA 
• 2010:  March 17—20 Louisville, KY 
• 2011:  April 6—9  Atlanta, GA 
• 2012:  March 21—24 St. Louis, MO 
 

Whole Language Umbrella: 
• 2009:  July 9—12  Columbia, SC 
 

Looking for a Professional Development 
Opportunity?   

http://www.ncte.org/affiliates/meetings 

NCTE Dates & Sites: 



 

 During a study hall I       
recently monitored, I listened to 
a group of six boys who were 
bantering about Spanish              
homework and video games. It 
all seemed rather normal until 
one of the students, a small-
statured boy with a sleeveless 

Argyle sweater said, “Be nice to Asians. They’re      
going to be your bosses.” 
 
 My ears piqued with interest. I looked up. Of 
the six boys, all were Caucasian except for one. The 
boy’s comment drew some lighthearted supercilious-
ness from his peers. But again, this time more firmly, 
the boy said, “I’m serious. You should be nice to 
Asians. They’re going to be your bosses in the       
future.” The boy might as well have said to them, 
“Stop teasing me because as fate will have it, you 

will end up working for me, and I’ll remember this 

day and fire you at my earliest opportunity!” 

 

 Rewind to the week before this. President 
Barack Obama gave a defacto State of the Union  
Address on February 24, 2009. The President 
sounded the alarm about how ill-prepared our          
students are to work in the global economy of the 
future. We have heard that before, but with the         
current economic conditions and a new wave of “buy 
American” thought sweeping the country, his     
comments seemed more dire. If he’s right, then the 
boy could be telling the truth. And, if the boy is 
right, why is he?  In this article, I dig through some 
of the facts and statistics to shine light on the            
differing points of view.  The information cited in 
this article was obtained from the Organi[s]ation for                   
Economic Co-Operation and Development 
(OCED.ORG) and the National Assessment of 
Education Progress (NAEP). 
 

Education in our country does not exist in a 
vacuum, although most politicians think it is and  
create educational policy accordingly. During his 
speech, Obama asserted, “Right now, three-quarters 
of the fastest growing occupations require more than 
a high school diploma.  And yet, just over half of our 
citizens have that level of education.” 

 Poverty is a serious barrier to achieve a          
successful level of education: 

 

• Of households with children under the age of 
18 living in poverty and a female head of 
household,  31% are White,  44% are Black 
and 27% are Asian.   

• Of children between the ages of 6 and 18 
whose parents have at least a bachelor’s      
degree, 22% are White, 12% are Black and 
30% are Asian.  

• Of the five largest public school systems in the 
country, 58% is White, 17% is Black and 4% 
is Asian.  

 

With so many families and single parents struggling 
to put food on the table, these numbers are not      
surprising, but they help show one of the reasons as 
to why a slim majority of our citizens achieve         
academic success as the President asserts.  If the  
performance of FedEx can be considered a barometer 
of economic health, then  literacy can be seen as an 
indicator of educational soundness.  

 

• According to the 2005 NAEP reading                 
assessment, of 4th-graders ranked proficient, 
31% are white, 11% are black and 29% are 
Asian; yet, those ranked reading at an                
advanced level, 13% are Asian, 10% are 
White and only 2% are Black. 

 

 Even more enlightening are the NAEP            
statistics for mathematics.  

 

• Of 8th-grade students, 16% of Asians were 
ranked advanced compared to 8% Whites and 
only 1% Blacks. Whites and Asians were tied 
at 31% in the proficient ranking, yet only 8% 
of Blacks were. 

 
The results are much the same when it comes to         
science.  
 
• Nearly 90% of Asian high school students 

completed advanced science courses while                  
approximately 70% of Whites and 62% of 
Blacks did. 

 

 Near the end of his remarks on education, 
President Obama said, “We have one of the highest 
high school dropout rates of any industrialized          
nation.  And half of the students who begin college 
never finish. . .every American will need to get more 
than a high school diploma. And dropping out of 
high school is no longer an option.  It’s not just  
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Be Nice to Asians 

By Will Kuhrt 



quitting on yourself, it’s quitting on your                
country . . .”  
 
 The 2005 dropout rate for the U.S. is 10.4% 
for Blacks, 3% Asians and 6% Whites, and in           
contrast to the bleak picture being painted, the 
United States secondary education completion rate 
approximately is 75%—equivalent to roughly one 
third of the major economic countries surveyed and 
also very close to the high school completion rate for 
the entire European Union.   
 
 Countries with dropout rates higher than 
ours include Mexico, Turkey, Spain, New Zealand, 
and Sweden. Japan and Korea were near the top so 
maybe the boy will turn out to be right. But, I really 
do think our educational system is as broken as 
some would have us think. When it doubt . . . check 
into the facts.  
 
 Note: China was not included in the         
countries of the OCED survey. And to the boys at 
the table: don’t be nice to him because he’s Asian.   
 

Be nice because it’s the right thing to do. 
  
  

 
 OCTELA is pleased to 
welcome Alesha Trudell, a 
Reading Specialist at          
Cuyahoga Hilltop School in 
Beachwood, Ohio. 
 Alesha loves helping 
students see the pleasure and 
benefits of reading especially 

those who find reading challenging. “I like to help 
them unlock the door and  enter the world of reading 
that can take them on any journey.” She is a member 
of OCTELA, IRA, ASCD, and OCIRA and serves 
on the ODE Grade 3 rangefinding committee for the 
state achievement tests. Currently, Alesha is enrolled 
in the Literacy Specialist endorsement program at 
John Carroll  University and looks forward to            
continuing to grow her knowledge base of reading.  
She and her husband have a daughter Emma and are       
expecting their second child in September. 

Alesha Trudell Joins Exec Board as 
Co-Membership Chair 
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The award is named in memory of Robert Fox (1943—2005), a former Ohioana Board 

member, writer, and poet who spent his professional life creating a nurturing                   
environment for Ohio’s writers.  

 

Eligibility and Judging: 
• Ohio students in grades 9 - 12 are eligible to submit entries of either poetry or prose. 
• Three members of OCTELA serve as judges for the contest. 
• A first, second, and third place award is given in each category. 

 

Presentation of Awards: 
• The Fox Awards was presented by Ohio First Lady Frances Strickland during the opening                          

ceremony of the third annual Ohioana Book Festival: Celebrating Ohio’s Authors on May 9, 2009.  
 

2009 Winners: 
 

POETRY: 
 
• 1st Place: Stephanie Moore, 9th grade, the School of the Creative and Performing Arts, Cincinnati, 

OH.  Sponsoring teacher: Joy Fowler. 
 
• 2nd Place: Patricia Stuart, 10th grade, Athens High School, Athens, OH. Sponsoring teacher: Anne 

Kemmerle 
 
• 3rd Place: Brianna Lundy, 11th grade, the School of the Creative and Performing Arts, Cincinnati, 

OH.  Sponsoring teacher: Joy Fowler. 
 

PROSE: 
 
• 1st Place: Olivia Joy, 10th grade, Ohio Distance & Electronic Learning Academy, Akron, OH.     

Sponsoring teacher: Nathan Stewart. 
 
• 2nd Place: Kristen Spiker, 12th grade, Mother of Mercy High School, Cincinnati, OH.                       

Sponsoring teacher: Greg Bouman. 
 
• 3rd Place: Abby Napoli, 9th grade, Laurel School, Shaker Heights, OH.   Sponsoring teacher:                          

Dory Gannes. 

Ohioana Announces 2009 Robert Fox Awards for Young Writers 

Readers of all ages and interests are invited to the third annual Ohioana Book Festival on 
Saturday, May 9th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The festival will be held at the Ohioana 
and State Library of Ohio’s facility in the Jeffrey Mining Center at 274 E. First Ave., in 
the historic Short North Arts District of Columbus.  
 

The event is free— no tickets or advanced registration required.  

2009 Featured Authors:  Jaime Adoff, Phil Brady, Margaret Peterson Haddix, Ann Hagedorn      
          Peter Mansoor, Erin McCarthy, John Scalzi, Jeff Smith,                                     
          RL Stine, Thrity Umrigar 

For a complete list of authors go to http://ohioanabookfestival.org/authors/ 
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Take Part in the National Day on Writing—October 20, 2009 
 

Americans are writing like never before—through text messages and IMs, with video cameras 
and cell phones, and, yes, even with traditional pen and paper. Whether it is done in a 

notebook or on a blog, writing, in its many forms, has become daily practice  
for millions of Americans.  

The National Council of Teachers of English invites you to explore and celebrate 
the integral role writing has in each of our lives by participating in the National Day on 

Writing/National Gallery of Writing. 

Who can participate? 
 
 Everyone! NCTE invites everyone to play an active role in this celebration of writing. We 
 encourage participants from many sectors—students, teachers, parents, grandparents, 
 service and industrial workers, managers, business owners, legislators, retirees, and many 
 more to submit a piece of writing. 
 

What types of writing will be accepted? 
 
 We welcome composition in all of its forms, from textual to audio and video pieces. The only 
 criteria is that it is a piece that matters to you. Among the entry types you can submit are: 

 

 

Where will I submit my writing? 
 
 NCTE, along with our participation partners, will unveil an online National Gallery of Writing 
 that will feature different types of composition. Writers will be able to submit pieces to the 
 Gallery Website beginning in Spring 2009. The gallery will be a digital archive accessible 
 to all through a free, searchable Website. Writers will include with their piece a brief 
 introduction and the reason they selected and submitted it to the Gallery. 
 
 
The 
Na-

Letter     Electronic presentation  “How to” directions 
Email or text message   Blog post    Short Story 
Journal entry    Documentary clip   Memo 
Report     Poetry reading  

For more information on the National Day of Writing, please go to: 

 

http://www.ncte.org/action/dayonwriting 
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OCTELA 2010 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educator 

Nomination Form 
  

 All nominees MUST be a member of OCTELA, and all nominators MUST either be                                                     
members of OCTELA or be a building principal.   

Nomination forms MUST be typed or printed and submitted to the chair of the Selection Committee by November 1, 2009.  
AWARDS GIVEN IN MARCH 

 

  
 Nominee’s Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone: __________________________ Work Phone :____________________________ 
 
 Current Position:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Please write a brief statement telling why this individual is qualified to receive this award. 
(Statement will be used if nominee is selected.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Nominator:____________________________________________Date:___________________ 
 
 Home Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone:____________________________Work Phone:___________________________ 
 
 Name of School or Institution:____________________________________________________ 
 

Send nominations to Regina Rees  
6609 Shawbutte Street   Poland, OH 44514 

     rmr@zoominternet.net   
 

            Deadline: November 1, 2009 
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  This biennial award is presented to a K-6 teacher                                             
in his or her second—fourth years of teaching.  

A $1000 grant will be presented at the March 2011 Spring Conference. 
 

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and submitted to the 

chair of the selection committee by email or regular mail.   
Nominees will receive their application by email and regular mail. 

  
 Nominee’s Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 Year of Teaching: Second _____  Third _____  Fourth _____ 
 
 Name of School: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 School Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone: __________________________  Email: _____________________________ 
 
 Work Phone: _____________________________ 
 
 Current Position: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 Nominator: _____________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 Work Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 
  
 Email:  __________________________________________ 
 
 Work Phone: _____________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Send nominations to Sue Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907 
Phone: (419) 756 0962     Email:  vmalaska@neo.rr.com       

 Deadline: November 30, 2010 

The Bonnie Chambers Endowment Award 
for Exemplary Beginning Teaching 

in Language Arts 
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OCTELA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 
Application for OCTELA Membership:  Make checks payable to OCTELA and mail this form to 

Ruth McClain,   644 Overlook Drive,   Columbus, OH 43214  rmcclain@bright.net 
You may also pay by Master Card or Visa. 

CHECK ONE:  ___ Professional Membership  $35.00 ___ Student or Retired Membership  $12.00 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ St:  _____ Zip:  _______________ 
 
Home Phone:  (       )  __________________   School Phone:  (       ) __________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
County in which you teach: __________________ School: _________________________ 
 
Credit Card Number: ______________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  
MasterCard/Visa (circle one) 
 

 
To join NCTE, please complete this form and mail to: 

NCTE, 111 West Kenyon Road, Ur-
bana, Illinois 61801-1096   

 

Please note that NCTE journals are  
NO LONGER included in the 

membership fee. 
 

Journal fees for students are half 
of a regular membership 

journal fee. 
 

 
 

Choose one:  ___ New membership…$40  ___ Renewal …$40 Renewal Membership number _______________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ Home Phone: (             ) ____________________ 
 
Home Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ______________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________  School Name: __________________________________________ 
 
School Address: ___________________________________  City: _______________________ ST: _________ Zip: _________ 
 

Teaching Level:  Check all applicable 
 
___ Secondary ___ Middle Sch. 
 
___ Elementary     ___ College/Univ. 
 
___ Vocational      ___ Librarian 
 
___ Retired            ___ Student 
 
___ Other:              ___ Dept. Chair 

Confused...about Membership? 

Check your mailing label 

NCTE Membership Form  

OHIO P-0177 

Language Arts:  $25.00  School Talk $15.00 
 
English Journal  $25.00  NCTE Plus $20.00 
 
College English  $25.00  Teaching Eng. 
     in Two Year  
Primary Voices K-6 $20.00  Colleges  $20.00 
 
Voices from the Middle $20.00  Research in  
     Teaching Eng. $20.00 
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Session Title (please keep it short): Description of content and purpose in 50 words or fewer: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTES:  
1) If your proposal is accepted, both the title and the content may be edited to fit printing requirements.        
2) When you submit your proposal, please include the Ohio content standards and/or the NCTE/IRA standards that 

your session addresses.  
3) Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Ohio writing project.  Yes_____ No_____ 
 
Audience:  Circle the grade level(s) for which this session would be most beneficial. 
                    K-4      5-8        9-12        HS & College       Multiple Levels 

 
Audio Visual Needs* (Please circle):    Overhead     TV/VCR     Internet (requires a wireless card) 
*Make sure that the AV you request beyond an overhead is essential to the successful presentation of your content.  Due to the 
cost of A/V rental, OCTELA will NOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectors. If you need this for your presentation, you 
will be asked to bring your own equipment. 
 

Contact Presenter’s Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Work phone (______)___________________  Home phone (_____)_____________________________________ 
 
Work Fax   (_______)___________________ Email __________________________________________________ 
 
Other Presenter(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of School Building and District & Complete Address for Building:  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

If your proposal has one or two presenters, each will receive a reduction of one fourth of the full registration 
rate.  For example, if the registration is set at $160, presenters will pay $120.   

Additional presenters will be asked to pay the full conference fee. 
 

PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2010 
 

E-Mail to: Karen Tollafield ktoll82@yahoo.com   OR 
send to 6908 Sutherland Court Mentor, OH 44060 (440)974-0280 

   Note: Proposals will be acknowledged by email. Please supply your legible email address. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 
OCTELA 2010 Spring Conference: 

March 26March 26March 26March 26————27, 2010 27, 2010 27, 2010 27, 2010     
The New Literacies: Challenges and Solutions for the 21st CenturyThe New Literacies: Challenges and Solutions for the 21st CenturyThe New Literacies: Challenges and Solutions for the 21st CenturyThe New Literacies: Challenges and Solutions for the 21st Century    

Featured Speakers: Steven Layne and Cinda Chima, Kevin Cordi, and others TBA 
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