
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Conference Highlights 

“Cutting Edge Strategies”  

for 21st Century 
 

 Nearly 300 teachers from all over Ohio came 

together to attend the annual OCTELA conference on 
March 26-27, 2010. The two days ran smoothly, but it 
was the work of a real team. As conference chair and 
incoming president, I felt it was truly an honor to work 
with such a dedicated group of people who care so 
much about providing Ohio’s English Language Arts 
teachers with the best, most innovative information 

available.  

This year, we moved the 
conference to a new venue 
which seemed to be a 
popular choice. I chose the 
theme of The New         

Literacies: Challenges 

and Solutions for the 21st        

Century because now 
more than ever, English              
Language Arts teachers 
are expected to prepare 
their students for the way 
our world is changing 
faster than the blink of an 
eye, and many of our pre-
senters met that challenge,           
demonstrating cutting 
edge strategies.  Others 
offered new twists on old              

 
 
 
 
 

techniques in order to help motivate and engage            
students.  

 Another new feature for this year was the raffle. 
Area businesses and universities from across the state 
were generous with their donations, and it was a great 
success. We are pleased to announce that we will offer 
the raffle again next year. 

 The highlight of both days, however, had to be 
the fabulous keynote speakers. Conference attendees 

buzzed about Dr. Kevin Cordi’s energetic storytelling 
keynote to get our conference off to an exciting start on 
Friday morning. He not only woke us up, but he           
awakened our sense of taking a different look at             
language arts as being more than just reading and                  
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writing. He also extended this idea in his Saturday           
breakout session by showing teachers how they can 
“energize their classrooms with story.” 

 Dr. Steven Layne wowed the crowd with his 
Friday luncheon keynote about “igniting a passion 
for reading.” It was evident that he not only has a 
passion for helping students love reading but also for 
helping to empower and motivate teachers. He        
reminded us of how putting the right book in a          
student’s hands can make a world of difference. His 
breakout session on Saturday extended those ideas 
for those wishing to hear more. This was the first 
OCTELA appearance for both of our Friday          
speakers. 

 
 
 

Virginia McCormac  and  

Alesha Trudell 

were a hit with                  

raffle donations from                 

businesses and                   

universities                

throughout Ohio 

 

 
 
 
  

 Friday evening saw the return of an old       
favorite. Back by popular demand was the Poetry 
Coffeehouse thanks to the leadership of Sandina 
Alexander. Sara Holbrook and Michael Salinger 

were also there to lend their support. Next year, the 

theme will be Poetry and Chocolate! 
 Saturday’s keynote speakers were popular 
authors who also made their OCTELA debuts. 

The YA fantasy writer Cinda Williams Chima not 
only let us see writing from her perspective, she also 
revealed how teachers affected her self-esteem and 
the decisions she made that led to her writing career. 
She also provided tips for encouraging students to 
write. 

 During her luncheon keynote, Middle Grade/
YA author Sharon Flake gave us insights into her 
reasons for penning the kinds of books she writes. 
Although she has lived in Pittsburgh most of her 
adult life, she grew up in Philadelphia, and it was 
clear that her heart still resides there. She creates 
books that break stereotypes and show the many  

 

Carol 

Brown 

Dodson  

introduces 

the Ohio 

Resource 

Center to 

Melanie 

Diorio of 

YSU  

 
 

sides of life in urban areas because she feels it is      
important for students everywhere to realize they are 
individuals and don’t have to fit a mold. 

 Later in the day, all four authors participated 
in a small group breakout that offered attendees the 
opportunity to meet them in a more personal venue. 
The discussion was lively and the authors even asked 
the teachers some questions. 

 Our annual Outstanding English Language 
Arts Educator Award winners were recognized        
during the Saturday luncheon. Congratulations to 
Margaret Silver, Madeleine T. Macklin, Sarah 
Ressler, and Gloria P. Flaherty. Hopefully, they will 
come back next year as presenters to share their 
ideas. 

 This quote from one of the evaluation forms 
sums up what I heard often during the two days of 
the conference: 
 

 

“Each of the sessions I went to was  

excellent. I really got a lot of great ideas  

for my classroom, and I feel re-energized  

to get to my students.  

I can’t wait to share what I’ve learned  

with my  students and colleagues.  

Keep up the good work.” 

 
  

 We plan to do just that, since next year’s  
conference, Literacy: Leading the Way in the 21st 

Century, will continue to explore the new challenges 
educators face and take us further into the future. 
Please consider presenting your ideas and joining us 
for what promises to be another excellent conference 

on March 4-5, 2011.  Karen Tollafield, Conference Chair 
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The OCTELA Outstanding English Language 

Arts Educator Award was established to               

recognize excellence in language arts teaching  

at the elementary, middle school, high school 

and university level and for Special Distinction 

in service to the teaching of  

English Language Arts. 

 

 An OCTELA Outstanding English                

Language Arts Educator demonstrates  

Excellence inside and outside the classroom 

through leadership in and advocacy for the  

language arts and through focused efforts  

to improve student learning.  

An Outstanding English Language Arts                

Educator strives for distinguished teaching          

and continued professional growth as specified 

by The Ohio Standards for the Teaching  

Profession:  

 
 

2010 Winners: 
 

Middle School—  

Margaret Silver 
 

 

Margaret (Meg) Silver 

graduated from Kenyon 
College in 1990 with high 
honors in English. She did 
postgraduate work to  
complete her teaching  
certificate at Youngstown 
State University.  
 
After marrying her            
husband Jerry and, in the 

midst of having two babies, Meg completed her 
master’s degree in English at Youngstown State 
University. Her teaching career has spanned 18 
years. She taught for 9 years at Southern Local 
where she fell in love with middle-schoolers, and  

 
she currently teaches at Columbiana South Side 
Middle School. Four years ago, Meg “reinvented” 
her classroom and began using Nancie Atwell-style 
writing and reading workshops as her primary       
instructional model.  
 
She has recently been giving presentations in         
various schools and educational venues about her 
experience using this model. Meg has been         
involved in the YSU English Festival and is the 
new co-editor of OJELA.  

 
 

High School—  

Sarah Ressler  

 
 

Sarah Ressler began her 
teaching career 11 years ago 
at New Albany High 
School. After a year there 
she transferred to Hayes  
High School in Delaware, 
where she has been ever 
since.  
 
She received her degree 

from Ohio Wesleyan University and, in  
2006, she earned her National Board Certification. 

Sarah credits her mentor at Ohio Wesleyan, Connie 
Zitlow, as the impetus for becoming involved in 
professional development opportunities.  
 
Sarah has made presentations at NCTE, IRA, and 
OCTELA conferences and serves as a consultant 
for Sadlier-Oxford vocabulary books. She has       
authored a chapter in Interpretive Play: Using Criti-

cal Perspectives to Teach Young Adult Literature 

(2008) and wrote an online article for the Ohio  
Resource Center. She is a Martha Holden Jennings 
Scholar, a recipient of two Martha Holden Jennings 
grants and has traveled to Spain to study art with 
the Ping Institute for Humanities. At home, Sarah 

 OCTELA Honors Ohio’s 2010  

  Outstanding English Language Arts Educators  . . .  
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and her husband Chad dote on their two-year-old 
son, Huxley, and enjoy finding ways to be more       
eco-friendly.  
 

High School—  

Madeleine Macklin 
 

 
 

Madeleine Macklin is a        
classroom teacher and Literacy  
Specialist at the Institute of 
Business, Law, and Technology  
at East High School in          
Cleveland. She is also a        
member of the Executive        
Cabinet Committee for the 
School Council of Educators, 

Parents, and Community Leaders at East High.  
 
With over 27 years of teaching experience, Madeline 
has won many honors and awards, including the      
Literacy Specialist Professional Leadership Award.  
 
She has been a writing consultant for the Writing to 
Learn Project funded by Cleveland’s George Gund 
Foundation, has authored and co-authored children’s 
books that chronicle the voices of her students, and 
has co-edited numerous Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District literacy programs.  
 
Madeleine received a bachelor’s degree in Education 
from Cleveland State University, a master’s in        
Education from Kent State University, and a Special 
Education certificate from Notre Dame College in 
Ohio. She continues to strengthen her academic       
experience through extensive studies in West  
Africa and Europe. She lives in Cleveland Heights 
with her daughter and family. 

 

College—  

Gloria Flaherty 
 

 

 

Gloria Petrosino was born to 
Italian-American working 
class parents in Yonkers, New 
York. After earning her 
bachelor’s degree with a           
major in English and minors 
in education and philosophy  
at the College of Mount Saint 
Vincent in Riverdale, New 
York, Gloria earned her         
Master’s of Education in 

Reading at Northeastern University in Boston,        
Massachusetts.  
 
She married her college sweetheart, 2nd Lieutenant 
Bart Flaherty, U.S.A.F., and has enjoyed not only a 
long and happy marriage but also a varied teaching 
career. Gloria found jobs wherever Bart was            
stationed, and she tutored and taught elementary 
grades in such places as Montgomery, Alabama;       
Panama City, Florida; Bedford, Massachusetts;  
Eastchester, New York; and Bonn, Germany.  
 
After earning her Ed.D at the University of  
Cincinnati, Gloria has been teaching English and 
education courses at Wilmington College. She and 
Bart have three grown children and six                   
grandchildren.   
 

Congratulations to the 2010 

Outstanding ELA 

Educators 

Conference Candids: 
 

Mary Rowland and 

Aaryn Wynn from 

Crestview Local in 

Richland County  

enjoy the conference 

and wait for the 

morning speaker. 

  

 

 
Shiloh James, Tim  

Holliday, Gabriella  

Brown, and Cameron  

McCoy (Wilmington 

High School) join  

OCTELA President 

Karla Bisig in a          

discussion of  

Community in the 

Classroom 
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 The 2010 winners represent the high quality 
of creative writing fostered by Ohio schools and  

produced by its students.  Ohioana is proud to help 
encourage the outstanding work of young writers. 
 

  Students’ awards will be presented by 
Ohio First Lady Frances Strickland during the 
opening of the Ohioana Book Festival on Saturday, 
May 8, 2010. 

 
POETRY 
 

1st Place: Cheyenne Perry, 12th grade  
 Be My Poem, Fort Hayes MEC 
 Columbus, OH 43215 
 Sponsoring teacher: Michael Saxon 
 

2nd Place: Allison Gray, 12th grade  
 Repeated Extinction, Westlake High School 
 Westlake, OH 44145 
 Sponsoring teacher: Amy Klenz 
 

3rd Place: Nicole Raab, 11th grade 
 Main Artery, Kenston High School 
 Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 
 Sponsoring teacher: Anthony Marchesi 
 
 

PROSE 

 

1st Place: Shannon Shaver, 11th grade  
 Isaac Steinbaum's Hanukkah, Kenston High 
 School 
 Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 
 Sponsoring teacher: Teacher: Anthony 
 Marchesi 

 
 

 
 

2nd Place: Voo Seob Kang, 12th grade  
 Via Air Mail, Village Academy 
 Powell, OH 43065 
 Sponsoring teacher: Danielle Filas 
 

3rd Place: Kathleen Naymon, 11th grade 
  Consumed, Laurel School 
 Shaker Heights, OH 44122 
 Sponsoring teacher: Angela Fasick 
 

 Ohioana’s Robert Fox Awards for Young 

Writers was established in 2007 to honor Robert 
Fox (1943-2003). Robert was a writer and poet who 
served as the Ohio Arts Council’s first poet in the 
schools and then became the literary coordinator for 
the OAC. 
 

 Mr. Fox received the 1982 Ohioana Citation 
in the field of literature and served on the Ohioana 
Board of Trustees from 1985 through 1990. 
 

 Three Fox awards are given in two            
categories: prose and poetry. First place carries a 
$250 award; second place, a $150 award; and third 
place, a $100 award.  
 

 The contest is open to all Ohio high school 
students in grades 9 through 12.  The mission of the 
Ohioana Library Association is to recognize and       
encourage the creative accomplishments of Ohioans; 
preserve and expand a permanent archive of books, 
sheet music, manuscripts, and other materials by 
Ohioans and about Ohio and Ohioans; and            
disseminate information about the work of Ohio 
writers, musicians, and other artists to researchers, 
schools, and the general public. 
 
 

Ohioana Library Announces 2010 Winners  

of the Robert Fox Awards for Young Writers 

 

For more information about the Ohioana Robert Fox Awards for Young Writers 

 or any Ohioana program please call 614-466-3831 or send an email to  

Ohioana@ohioana.org       

Ohioana Library 274 E. First Avenue Columbus, OH 43201  
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You Are Invited!You Are Invited!You Are Invited!You Are Invited!    
 

July 25—August 4, 2010 
 

 

Columbus Zoo—Ashland University/Columbus 

Partner on an Educator’s Adventure to Costa Rica 

with School Programs Educator Becky Nellis 

 

 Becky Nellis has been a member of the 

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium Conservation 

Education Department since 1999 and 

has experience working with students of all 

ages. Becky brings with her a strong                  

background in wildlife and education. As 

a School Programs Manager, Becky oversees 

the zoo’s school programs and the teacher          

advisory panel. Becky is also an adjunct faculty 

member of Ashland University and will serve as 

the instructor for the course offered in                 

conjunction with this trip. Becky has traveled 

internationally in the past and is looking  

forward to sharing with you the wildlife and 

people of this amazing country. 

 

 Participants must be able to climb in and 
out of buses and boats unassisted. They should 
also be able to tolerate nature walks at an easy 
pace on uneven terrain, sometimes uphill, for three 
or four hours at a time in heat and humidity. 

 Participants should be in good physical 
health to enjoy this destination to its fullest. In 
general, this trip requires: 
 

•  flexibility and good humor—unexpected 

changes and/or glitches will occur; 

• A spirit of adventure and curiosity; 

• Interest in and willingness to appreciate a   

destination with a modest infrastructure 

and a bending definition of comfort.  

 

 

 The tour will also include a visit to a local 
school. Participants are encouraged to bring         
colorful books and magazines, particularly in 
Spanish, as well as school supplies such as pens, 
paper, crayons, soccer balls, etc., which can be 
presented to the children during the visit.  

 Bring-A-Book is an innovative effort 
adopted by Classic Escapes to expand education 
opportunities for school children. The Bring-A-
Book Foundation is a registered Charitable Trust 
that was created as a way to facilitate travelers’ 
wishes to help the schools and is used to get books 
into the hands of children as quickly and 
economically as possible 
 

 

Discover Costa 

Rica on an exciting 

adventure that will 

make a difference 

in the lives of the  

people and wildlife 

in this Central American country.  

 

For complete information including itinerary, 

cost, and conditions of travel, visit 

 

http://www.columbuszoo.org/assets/zoo/

user_files/file/pdf/2010%20CostaRica-

Educators.pdf 

or contact Becky Nellis at 

Becky.Nellis@columbuszoo.org 
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 NCTE and OCTELA offer advice, helpful 
documents, and other support at no cost to teachers 
faced with challenges to literary works, films and 
videos, drama productions, or teaching methods. 

Also, The American Library Association lists the        
following ten books as the most frequently  
challenged in 2009. 
  
1. ttyl, ttfn, l8r, g8r (series), by Lauren Myracle 

Reasons: Nudity, Sexually Explicit, Offensive        
Language, Drugs 

2. And Tango Makes Three by Peter Parnell and 
Justin Richardson  Reasons: Homosexuality 

3. The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen 
Chbosky  Reasons: Homosexuality, Sexually           
Explicit, Anti-Family, Offensive Language,             
Religious Viewpoint, Drugs, Suicide 

4. To Kill A Mockingbird  by Harper Lee 
Reasons: Racism, Offensive Language         

5. Twilight (series) by Stephenie Meyer 
Reasons: Sexually Explicit, Religious Viewpoint 

6. Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
Reasons: Sexually Explicit, Offensive                  
Language 

7. My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult 
Reasons: Sexism, Homosexuality, Sexually         
Explicit, Offensive Language, Religious          
Viewpoint, Drugs, Suicide, Violence 

8. The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big, Round Things 
by Carolyn Mackler    Reasons: Sexually Explicit, 
Offensive Language 

9. The Color Purple Alice Walker                            
Reasons: Sexually Explicit, Offensive Language 

10. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier   Reasons: 
Sexual content, offensive language, violence.  

 

 Teachers have identified five materials         
as most useful in preventing and combating       

censorship.  All of these materials are available  

from NCTE. 
 

• Students' Right to Read 

• Guidelines for Selection of Materials in       

English Language Arts Programs 

• Rationales for Teaching Challenged Books 

• Guidelines for Dealing with Censorship of      

Nonprint Materials 

• Defining and Defending Instructional         

Methods 

To report a censorship incident, use the online                     

"Report A Censorship Incident" form               

from NCTE or call Millie Davis, NCTE Division 

Director of Communications and Affiliate           

Services, directly at 800-369-6283, ext. 3634.  

 

 
 
 

NCTE Annual Convention: 
• 2010:  November 18—21  Orlando, FL  

Teachers and Students Together: Living       

Literate Lives 

• 2011:  November 17—20  Chicago, IL  

NCTE’s 100th Anniversary Celebration 

 

CCCC: 
• 2011:  April 6—9  Atlanta, GA 

• 2012:  March 21—24 St. Louis, MO 

• 2013:  March 13—16 Las Vegas, NV 

• 2014:  March 19—22 Indianapolis, IN 

 

Whole Language Umbrella: 
• 2010:  July 8—11  Indianapolis, IN 

 

 

For details on professional development,       

including Web seminars and  

conventions, see the NCTE homepage at  

http://www.ncte.org 

NCTE Dates & Sites: 

When the Censors Strike! 
Lauren Myracle’s Young Adult Series “ttyl” Tops List 
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OCTELA 2011 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educator 

Nomination Form 
  

 All nominees MUST be a member of OCTELA, and all nominators MUST either be members 

of OCTELA or be a building principal.   

 Nomination forms MUST be typed or printed and submitted to the chair of the Selection    

Committee by November 1, 2010.   AWARDS GIVEN IN MARCH 2011 

 
 

Nominee’s Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: _________________________________Work Phone :________________________________ 

 

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current Position:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please write a brief statement telling why this individual is qualified to receive this award. 

(Statement may be used if nominee is selected.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominator:____________________________________________Date:______________________________ 

 

Home Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone:____________________________________Work Phone:______________________________ 

 

Name of School or Institution:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Send nominations to Karla Bisig karla.bisig@Wilmington.k12.oh.us 

85 Grand Vista Drive  Wilmington, OH 45177 

   Deadline: November 1, 2010 

www.octela.org  www.octala.org  www.octela.org 
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This biennial award valued at $1,000 will be presented at the March 4-5, 2011, 
Spring Conference to a K- 6 teacher in his or her 2nd, 3rd or 4th year of teaching. 
The award is designed to support Ohio’s best and brightest new LA teachers. 

 

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and sent 

to the chair of the selection committee no later than November 30, 2010.   

Nominees will receive their application by Email or regular mail.  

 

 Nominee’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 Number of years of teaching experience by the end of the 2010-2011 school year ____ 

 

 Name of School: ___________________________________________________________ 

  

School Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

  

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 Nominee’s Email: _______________________________ Phone: ___________________ 

 

 Current Position: __________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Nominator’s Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

 Nominator’s Email: _______________________ Phone: ___________ 

 

Nominator’s Current Position: ____________________________ 

 OCTELA’s Best and Brightest  
Bonnie Chambers Award 

for Exemplary Beginning Teaching 

in Language Arts 

 

Send nominations to Susan Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907 

Phone: (419) 756 0962     Email:  vmalaska@neo.rr.com 

 

Deadline: November 30, 2010 
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Session Title (please keep it short):    _________________________________________________________                                            

Description of content and purpose in 50 words or fewer: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTES:  

1) If your proposal is accepted, both the title and the content may be edited to fit printing requirements.                         

2)  When you submit your proposal, please include the Ohio content standards that your session addresses.   

3)  Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Ohio writing project.  (yes) ________    (no) _________ 

  

Audience:  Circle the grade level(s) for which this session would be most beneficial. 
                              K-4       5-8       9-12       HS & College       Multiple Levels 

  

**Audio Visual Needs** (Please circle):    Overhead        Screen         Cart         TV/VCR/DVD       

Internet (requires a wireless card) 

 
*Make sure that the AV you request is essential to the successful presentation of your content.  Due to the cost of A/V 

rental, OCTELA will NOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectors.  If you need this for your presentation, you 

will be asked to bring your own equipment along with power strips and extension cords. 

  

Contact Presenter’s Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
  

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Work phone: (______)___________________  Home phone: (______)___________________________ 

  

Work Fax:   (_______)___________________ Email: _________________________________________ 

  

Other Presenter(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Name of School Building and District & Complete Address for Building:   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If your proposal has one or two presenters, each will receive 1/4 off the conference rate.  Additional presenters will 

be asked to pay the full conference fee.     
 

PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2011 

E-Mail to: Karen Carney    kcarney716@yahoo.com (Preferred) 

or Mail: 672 Wyndclift Circle, Austintown, OH 44515 

                     Note: Proposals will be acknowledged by email. Please supply your email address. 

OCTELA 2011 Spring Conference: March 4—5, 2011   

CALL FOR PROPOSALS:  
Literacy: Leading the Way in the 21Literacy: Leading the Way in the 21Literacy: Leading the Way in the 21Literacy: Leading the Way in the 21stststst Century Century Century Century    

Featured Speakers: Marie Bradby and others TBA 
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