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“Yes: I am a dreamer. For a dreamer is one who 
can only find his way by moonlight, and his       
punishment is that he sees the dawn before the rest 
of the world.”  

—Oscar Wilde  

Irish writer and poet 
 
A Note from the Editor: 
 This year’s spring conference             
encouraged participants to dream big, not to 
see the Common Core as and end point.  
Rather, keynote speakers and breakout     
presenters offered educators an array of   
possible lesson plans and activities.  Once 
again, OCTELA provided its membership with 
timely professional development. 
 

 
Karla Hieatt Bisig, Editor 

karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us 

 

2012 NCTE        
Affiliate Journal 
Award:   

 
Honorable Mention 
Recipient  
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The OCTELA Family:  A Presidential Reflection—Jessica Bennett 
jessica.bennett@swcs.us 
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I’ve always said that OCTELA is part of my 
family.  It has never been truer than this past 
year.  While reflecting upon my presidential 
year, I realized that I will truly cherish my   
experiences, connections, and learning       
environments.  However, my OCTELA 
friends—people I now consider family—will 
always hold a special place in my heart. 
 The state of education is changing in 
Ohio, and OCTELA is working hard to stay 
caught up.  I know that some of our members 
are feeling overwhelmed with these changes, 
and I hope that as part of your family, you will 
lean on us for help and support.  Serving in 
the role of president this year has reinforced 
for me what is already known:  you can’t do it 
all on your own.   
 As you know, one change heading our 
way is the Third Grade Guarantee.  OCTELA 
composed a position statement on the     
Guarantee that you can find on our website.  
Our Board worked closely with NCTE to ensure 
that our message is strong and clear.  I’m 
thankful that I was president at a time where 
teachers are making a stand regarding what 
we believe is best for our students.  I’m glad 
that OCTELA has been there to help remind 
me of what’s truly important in the field of 
education.   
 Another development during my year 
as president included the OCTELA website…it 
is BRAND new!  If you haven’t had a chance to 
check it out yet, it is wonderful.  You are now 
able to register for the conference online and 
submit proposals for next year.  A special 
thank you to Andrew Ford for a job well done.  
Also, one can stay connected with OCTELA in 
so many ways now including the website, 
NING, Twitter and Facebook.  OCTELA is  
making every effort to keep our family close.   
 I am proud to have served my time as 
president with an all-star Executive Board.   

WOW!  The work that was accomplished 
over the past year was absolutely amazing.  
The Board meets four times a year together, 
but trust me, people are working YEAR 
ROUND to make OCTELA the successful   
organization that we are today. This year we 
updated our Board Policy Handbook and  
revised the OCTELA constitution.   
 Our membership continues to grow 
thanks to the hard work of our membership 
liaison Virginia McCormick, who has spent 
countless hours educating people about   
OCTELA.  Treasurer/Super Heroine,        
Margaret Blevins, has kept OCTELA in strong 
financial standing.  Thanks to Margaret,   
OCTELA instituted the practice of an annual 
internal financial audit and will close our  
fiscal year in the black.  I’m telling you, she 
is the Super Woman of Treasurers!   
 In the past year, OCTELA has had 
many accomplishments of which we can all 
be very proud.  A first for OCTELA was    
receiving the NCTE Fund Teachers for the 
Dream Affiliate Award.  Thanks to Board 
Member, Amanda Schear for applying for 
this wonderful opportunity.  I would also like 
to thank Past-President Karen Carney and 
Executive Director Karla Bisig for their   
guidance throughout my presidential term.   
 This newsletter article was intended 
to be a reflection of MY year as president; 
however, I quickly decided that I was really 
just a minute piece of the puzzle.  It is our 
Executive Board and membership that make 
OCTELA strong; we truly work as a family.  
That being said, I would like to personally 
encourage you to become more involved in 
OCTELA. Please email me if you would like 
to attend an Executive Board meeting or 
would like details about board positions.  It 
was an absolute privilege to serve as       
OCTELA president this past year.   
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Top Five Reasons OCTELA 2013 Rocked—Sarah Ressler Wright 
sarahressler@gmail.com 
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5. Over 300+ Tweets in two days and so many new people told me I gave them an impetus 
to tweet-yay! I was so impressed with all of the tweets and was able to make some new       
OCTELA friends thanks to Twitter. 

 
4. Amazing breakout sessions! On the attendee survey, all but one person rated the     
breakout sessions as either completely awesome or very good.  People from other states have 
been impressed that we did not have to recruit presenters; we just have such phenomenal   
people who want to share best practices with other Ohio English teachers! 
 
3. Amazing keynotes! Every year, I am inspired as I listen to authors tell stories of their     
experiences, and this year did not disappoint.  I laughed, I cried, and I was inspired to try new 
writing strategies in the classroom. 
 
2. Phenomenal Resources! I was beyond thrilled with all of the resources that we had    
available for attendees.  The bags that Pearson donated were awesome, the arcs of the not-yet-
released-Lisa Klein novel were such an added bonus, Michaels gave away 1-2 free books for 
every teacher, Sadlier and Bedford, St. Martin gave away books to any teacher who wanted 
them, Donate Life and the ORC gave me a ton of new resources and ultimately, I think every 
attendee was weighed down with great teaching materials by the end of each day. 
 
1.The number of new attendees.  Several people mentioned the number of new teachers 
attending OCTELA, and this is what truly matters!  I am passionate about the need to sustain 
new teachers in both the teaching profession and in professional organizations that enrich and 
encourage in times of doubt and difficulty.  Continue to spread the word about the importance 
of OCTELA to your colleagues please. 
 
Thanks to everyone for making OCTELA a success. 

OCTELA has a long history of advocacy on behalf of literacy teachers and 
learners in Ohio, working to communicate what we know about how students 

read and write. We encourage our members to use their voices not only in 
their classrooms, but in their communities to educate and raise awareness of 

events that may impact laws concerning literacy education.  
 

To that end, one of our main avenues of dissemination is a listserv which pro-
vides subscribers with updates , consisting of the most current information 

about happenings around the state related to literacy education.  
 

To subscribe to this free listserv, e-mail  
OCTELAISSUES@listserv.kent.edu  
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The dining room at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Columbus, 
Ohio, was filled for OCTELA’s 
Spring Conference which began 
with keynote speaker, J. Patrick  
Lewis. Affectionately known as 
Pat, he presented an interesting 
dialogue on poetry and the vast 
importance of children having it 
in their life. He dazzled audience 
members with his experiences of 
writing, visiting schools, and his 
philosophy of using poetry in the 
classroom. 

His dry humor and brilliant 
thinking came together with 
puns, jokes and stories and he 
began our conference on a high 
note. Participants were light 
hearted as they enjoyed Pat’s  
delivery of how to write and    
enjoy poetry, but he helped them  
understand that writing good  
poetry is not easy. His advice was 
to “take a concept, stretch it, and 
rhyme it, turn it upside down and 
have fun. Poetry is not meant to 
be serious but rather free, fun, 
and frivolous.”  

J. Patrick Lewis is an    
author with a vision about      
children and the love of poetry.  
When discussing his beliefs, he 
states that children need to use 
poetry in all aspects of life. He 
firmly believes that poetry should 
be loved, not overly analyzed.  

American poet and prose 
writer J. Patrick Lewis is noted for 
his children's poems and other 

light verse. He worked as a professor 
of economics for thirty years  
before devoting himself full-time to 
writing in the late 1990s.  

However, none of his wisdom 
about economics is the subject of his 
books. His goal is to interest children 
in reading—and eventually falling in 
love with—poetry just as he did. The 
impact he hopes to have on their 
thinking does not lie with the goal of 
making every child love poetry.  He 
realizes that is impossible.  Yet, he 
hopes that he can help students 
“hate poetry . . . less than most 
other Americans do. If, out of a 
school of, say, 500 students, I can 
convince three or four children to 
embrace poetry for the rest of their 
lives, I feel I have succeeded. After 
all, for most of them, English is and 
will be their only language. Why 
shouldn’t they seek to put the best 
words in the best order?” Converting 
a few students to the side of poetry 
appreciation—and dialing down the 
anti-poetry feelings in the others—is 
seen as a success in Pat’s eyes. 

For Pat, writing poetry has 
nothing to do with trying to develop 
a skill in children. He does not      
believe in writing to teach a concept, 
but for enjoyment. “If you are writing 
poetry to educate children, you are in 
the wrong room. My poems have no 
message whatsoever. I am trying to 
entertain, to give my readers a  
momentary pause in a day’s         
reflection. But I am never trying to 
instruct my readers.   Don’t try to 

A Morning with J. Patrick Lewis—Virginia McCormac 
 

vcm@beachwoodschools.org  

“Poetry is not 

meant to be 

serious but 

rather free, 

fun, and 

frivolous.” 

Page 4 Ohio Voices 
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convince students that poetry is more fun than video games; just allow them to play and   
experiment so they begin to see that wordplay can be fun, too. Writing is never easy—
Nothing succeeds like failure—if you’re failing, you’re trying.” He wants kids to realize that  
poetry doesn’t come from some rarified atmosphere, but from the streets, playground, and 
everywhere.  Humor might encourage kids to  practice writing, but kids are not born poets.  
They need to practice like with anything else.  

When speaking of his writing, Pat states, “I’m trying to write books across the        
curriculum, on every imaginable subject. That’s impossible, of course, but it doesn’t keep me 
from trying. If I think a subject would be good for further exploration, then that will likely be 
my next project.”  Furthermore, Pat believes that two characteristics are his driving force, “a 
fascination with the infinity of the world, and a compulsion to explain it, either in poems of 
biography, nature, history, social science—or in nonsense verse.” 

Pat does not want to find his own voice, he wants “to write in 100 different voices 
across curriculum. It depends on how I feel when I get up in the morning. I have to get up 
everyday and say I’m going to write great poetry—give myself a task that is virtually          
impossible.  If it’s easy—there is no challenge.”  

Pat devoted three years to studying, reading, and learning the craft before he began 
to write.  He believes that “writers are all rewriters.  A good poet is someone who gets struck 
by lightning once; a great poet is someone who gets struck by lightning a few dozen times.” 
Pat’s books are extremely creative with catchy titles and thought provoking topics. Some of 
his most recent books include Take Two: A Celebration of Twins, What’s Looking at You, Kid?, 
and Edgar Allan Poe’s Pie:  Math Puzzlers in Classic Poems. 

Cover story (continued) 
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OCTELA Spring Conference Keynote Speaker  
J. Patrick Lewis 

An Extended Morning with J. Patrick Lewis 
 

As an author, what does teaching economics 
and writing children's books have in common? 

Nothing, as far as I can tell. 
 

Are there certain thinking skills you try to   

develop in your books? 

No skills for my readers.  For myself, I hope that 
each book demonstrates a progression of quality. 
 

What is your greatest pleasure when you are 

visiting a school? 

Sharing with children and teachers my own love of 
poetry, and watching them get excited about a form 
of literature that may be brand new to them. 
 

Please share an experience with us about your 
careers that have made  both teaching       

economics and being an author so special. 

I was convinced that college teaching was the  
greatest job in the world . . .until I discovered poetry 
and realized what I had missed for so many years. 
I don’t regret teaching economics because I gave 
everything I had to it, but  I do regret half a life 
lived without poetry. 
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Armed with a pen and notebook, as well as my snazzy new tote bag, I casually strolled toward my 
front row seat in the decidedly chilly conference room and prepared to hear a presentation on 
teaching vocabulary entitled “Word Wizards: Fun with Vocabulary.” I then braced myself for an 
onslaught of index cards and worksheets. But my skepticism was quickly remedied as soon as 
Sage Moreno spoke. Immediately, I was swept up in a delightful whirlwind of words. 
 
Rather than lecture on the importance of teaching vocabulary, Ms. Moreno showed its importance 
by engaging her   participants in a series of vocabulary activities. After getting acquainted with the 
word list through a series of matching and fill-in-the-blank exercises, it was time to play! The first 
activity was a more linguistic take on Jenga. This particular Jenga-like structure is created with 
empty pizza boxes and plastic cups. Cups are removed as the teacher asks vocabulary questions 
and students answer these questions. Points are awarded for answering questions correctly, and 
the questions keep coming until the tower collapses. I found myself on the edge of my seat,   
holding my breath as vocabulary knowledge was gained and cups were removed from the tower.  
 
But, no sooner had I regained my breath, and our attention was redirected to two sets of word 
collage posters. Conference participants were called upon to compete in pairs, each competitor 
armed with a fly swatter. In this activity, as the teacher reads aloud a definition, students attempt 
to swat the correct word on the word posters. Students win points for swatting with speed and 
accuracy. The game was fast-paced and fun, although I am now suffering from a mild case of  
tennis elbow! 
 
Still, I persevered, because I couldn’t wait to participate in our next activity--a race! This time, the 
room was split in half to create two teams. Teams raced to match word cards with correct       
definitions displayed on posters. Session attendees raced down the center aisle with impressive 
grace, and I’m proud to write that my knowledge of “calumny” helped push our team to victory. 
Who knew vocabulary practice could make you work up a sweat?  
 
Though all participants enjoyed a bevy of       
kinesthetic activities, Ms. Moreno decided to end 
the conference session on a dramatic note.    
Considering my flair for drama, I rallied,         
temporarily brushing aside thoughts of lunch and 
caffeinated beverages. Our final activity had us 
working in small groups to create skits,          
effectively utilizing the vocabulary from our word 
list. From humorous yet topical newscasts to 
awkward dinnertime conversations to familiar     
classroom mishaps, everyone enjoyed the      
opportunity to perform and to be entertained.  
 
As conference attendees happily made their way 
to lunch, I ignored my growling stomach in favor 
of spending a few minutes with this charismatic 

Word Wizardry—Emily Green 
emigreen83@gmail.com 

Page 6 Ohio Voices 

Students in Sage Moreno’s class play “Tower of 
Pizza.” 
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vocabulary guru, Sage Moreno. Ms. Moreno currently teaches 7th through 12th grade  students in 
language arts, speech and social studies at Columbus Torah Academy. Ms. Moreno shared that 
while she didn’t have the opportunity to enjoy such spirited vocabulary games as a student, she 
was lucky enough to find  inspiration in college...and her students are very thankful! They are 
thankful because any student in Ms. Moreno’s classes, regardless of the subject matter, is sure to         
experience these vocabulary learning experiences at least once or twice every week for part of the 
class period. Jenga is a particular classroom favorite, as the building tension created by removing 
cups from the tower adds an element of suspense. Ms. Moreno confided that she loves watching 
these games unfold in her classroom because the students don’t even realize they’re learning!  
 
The wafting smells from the catered lunch eventually proved too tempting, and our conversation 
drew to a close but not before our resident vocabulary guru could leave some parting words of 
wisdom. In the spirit of writing across the curriculum, Ms. Moreno urged conference attendees--or 
just plain word nerds—to share these activities with colleagues and to “spread the word!”  
 
 

Word Wizardry (continued) 
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For questions or more detailed lesson ideas, please contact Sage Moreno 
(smoreno@torahacademy.org)  

TOWER OF PIZZA  (like JENGA) 

 

Supplies:  4 pizza boxes, 25 plastic cups of matching size 
 
Rules:   Divide the class into 2 teams.   

Teams take turns sending someone up to answer the question. 
Questions: give the definition and the student gives the word OR give the word, student  
uses it correctly in a sentence. 

   
If student gets a question right, he/she can take one cup from the tower. 
Each cup removed successfully is worth one point. 
For a wrong answer, he/she must remove two cups from the tower. 
No points are awarded for the two cups. 
When the tower falls, the team who made it fall loses ten points. 

 

 

 Stack the tower with cups first,  
then box, then repeat. (4 boxes total) 

  

For lower level:  Allow students to ask team for 
help, but award only half a point if help is given. 



8 

 
 

Digital Writing—Debra Nickles 
nickels@ohio.edu 
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Beyond the Wild Mushroom and   
Butternut Squash Ravio, the dozen- 
or-so gift baskets for lucky raffle-
winners, and even this year’s keynote 
speakers, J. Patrick Lewis and Ally    
Condie, the fresh teaching strategies 
presented at the 2013 OCTELA    
conference were quite absorbing. 
Teachers from across the state also 
enjoyed a Friday morning session 
given by educators Dr. Bryan 
Bardine, Molly S. Bardine, and Dr. 
Patrick  Thomas.  “Composing &     
Publishing in a Digital World,”       
focused on ways teachers can    
transfer traditional research papers 
onto digital platforms such as       
individualized  student webpages. 
 
Digital writing in Ohio has become 
quite an important discussion for 
many high school and college-level 
educators as the state continues to 
emphasize “college readiness.” For 
composition instructors, a 2011  
document developed  collaboratively 
by the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators (CWPA), the National 
Council of Teachers of English 
(NCTE), and the National Writing 
Project (NWP), known as Framework 
for Success in Postsecondary Writing, 
recommends that instructors work to 
cultivate eight specific “habits of 
mind” in successful students through 
rhetorical and critical thinking       
experiences in classroom writing. 
Much to the delight of this year’s 
spring conference attendees, this  
session not only provided a        
theoretical foundation for achieving 
such goals digitally, but it also,       
perhaps incidentally, paralleled the 
Framework by providing concrete 

“engagement” in twenty-first century students, along with 
the Framework-identified habits of “curiosity” and 
“metacognition,” teachers must begin moving toward 
digital writing. For Thomas, this means getting students 
to think critically about the multimodel writing they use 
daily and to reconsider different writing spaces that are 
available. Improving writing skills may be the target, but 
Thomas also acknowledges that venturing into the     
ever-changing digital world with such a wide range of 
technologies emphasizes “learning how to learn.” Play       
becomes a critical component. Using technology-driven 
strategies in writing will teach students to move from the 
position of a consumer of writing to that of a producer. 

 
Molly S. Bardine, an English teacher and Department 
Chair at Chaminade Julienne , also shared her experience 
composing with high school students in the digital age. 
Bardine’s class meets in a computer lab as she and her 
students experiment with different software programs for 
composing rhetorical analyses of visual texts. She is glad 
to see her students becoming more “audience aware and 
intentional in their [writing] choices.” However, using the 
technology is not always foolproof and Bardine notes that 
she  often finds herself telling students, “I’m learning with 
you.” Yet, with this playfulness, (combined with the very   
crucial components of “flexibility” and “creativity” that the 
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Digital Writing (continued) 
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Framework advocates) Bardine is able to foster a type of learning that works for her students. 
Most rewardingly, she notes that students often come in the next day eager to show her the    
results of hours they have spent on a writing project. 

 
Dr. Bryan Bardine, Associate Professor of English for the University of Dayton, finished the fifty-
minute presentation by sharing his syllabus for “Composing and Publishing in a Digital World: A 
Headbanger’s Perspective,” along with specific assignments and lively examples of student work. 
Bardine’s freshman composition class has a chance to “rock out,” quite literally, with digital writing 
while composing on a theme of Heavy Metal. His students research the history and culture of this 
music genre through a culmination of reader-responses, a music literacy narrative, a reflection/
analysis essay, and an argumentative synthesis essay. Students learn to create a website that  
reflects the same goals of a traditional research paper, only with strong attention to layout design 
and visual/audio choices. The examples of student work were exemplary. Clearly, Dr. Bardine’s 
students were able to exercise the habits of mind tagged as “persistence” and “responsibility” in 
the Framework, as they practiced “composing in multiple environments.” 

 
All three teachers delivered their experiences with a candidness and enthusiasm that makes     
attending such conference sessions invigorating and inspiring. As Dr. Bardine testifies, student 
writing in digital platforms is simply “much stronger because [the students] spend so much time 
with it . . . and it then becomes so much more enjoyable for me.” 

For questions or more detailed lesson ideas, please contact:  
Dr. Bryan Bardine (bbardine1@udayton.edu ) 

Molly S. Bardine (mbardine@cjeagles.org) 
Patrick Thomas  (pthomas1@udayton.edu) 

https://mail2.wilmington.k12.oh.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=02e15346cff64dc2adf2bd279560784b&URL=mailto%3abbardine1%40udayton.edu
https://mail2.wilmington.k12.oh.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=02e15346cff64dc2adf2bd279560784b&URL=mailto%3ambardine%40cjeagles.org
https://mail2.wilmington.k12.oh.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=02e15346cff64dc2adf2bd279560784b&URL=mailto%3apthomas1%40udayton.edu
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Jen Baker and Sue Malaska, Bonnie Chambers  
Award Committee Chair 
 
 

2013 Conference Highlights  
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Outstanding English Language Arts  
Educators Recognized 
 
The Outstanding English Language Arts 
Educator Award is given annually to     
professionals who exhibit leadership and 
talent within their field.  The 2013  winners 
include, left to right: 
 

Ramona Applegate—Middle School 
Jen Baker—Bonnie Chambers Award  
Sue Fletcher—University 
Greg Michaels—Special Distinction / 
Friend of OCTELA 

Lena Moore—High School 
Stephenie Eriksson—High School 

Baker Selected as Bonnie Chambers 
Award Recipient 
 
Jen Baker, a teacher at Worthingway Middle 
School, was honored as the 2013 Bonnie 
Chambers Award winner.  The Bonnie  
Chambers Award for Exemplary Teaching is 
given to an early career teacher in grades    
K-8 who has shown great promise and    
passion within the teaching field.   
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Members of OCTELA Invited To Join NCTE’s 
Gay Straight Educators’ Alliance  
 

A Letter to Members of OCTELA from John 
Pruitt 
 
Dear Membership: 

 
The Gay Straight Educators Alliance invites all OCTELA 
members to attend its annual business  meeting at the 
2013 NCTE convention in Boston. 

 
On a large scale, this forum encourages discussion among all who share a professional commitment 
to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans (LGBT) students, teachers, issues, and academic materials as they 
pertain to the teaching of English at all levels of instruction. 

 
This is why members of OCTELA are especially encouraged to join us. As you may have heard in    
recent news, former Wood County Commissioner Tim Brown, the second out LGBT member of the 
Ohio state legislature following Nickie Antonio of Lakewood, recently became State Representative for 
Ohio’s Third District. Additionally, a federal appellate court panel has upheld the firing of Crystal 
Dixon, the University of Toledo’s assistant vice president of human resources, for writing an opinion 
piece in the Toledo Free Press questioning the view of gay rights as civil rights. 

 
While we celebrate such progress, we also must continue waging our battles, especially in the     
classroom. For example, the Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati fired Mike Moroski, an assistant     
principal at Purcell Marian High School, on February 11 for Facebook and blog postings supporting 
marriage equality. We cannot overlook the tremendous impact that the words and actions of both the 
Archdiocese and Moroski, no less the words and actions of others, can have on LGBT youth, both 
positively and negatively. Our membership includes teachers, administrators, and professors of     
English and English education eager to affirm the right of every student to a highly skilled teacher. 
Under the same philosophy upheld by NCTE, we are committed to providing leaders with the          
resources assisting them with including LGBT issues and texts in English studies and English language 
arts classrooms, fostering research and scholarship, addressing heterosexism and homophobia in   
academic and school settings, supporting LGBT students and teachers, and broadening cultural      
diversity through more inclusive understandings of difference. 
 
For information about the Assembly, please visit our web site at <https://sites.google.com/site/
gseaassembly/> or contact the current chair, John Pruitt, by e-mail at john.pruitt@uwc.edu or by 
phone at 608 758 6565 x730.  
 

We hope to see you in Boston! 
 
NCTE’s Gay Straight Educators’ Alliance 
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OELMA Presents: 2013 Summer Workshop 
Media Literacy Meets New Literacies 

 
Drawing from their work with school districts and organizations across Ohio 
and the country, noted media literacy educator Frank Baker and new literacies 
expert William Kist will demonstrate effective methods for facilitating your   
curriculum and instruction transition into the 21st century. What does it look 
like when teachers allow for all the new kinds of media available for their 
classrooms? Frank and Bill will demonstrate that embracing new media is   
supported and encouraged by such policy documents as the Common Core 
State Standards, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills and the ACT College 
Readiness Standards. Instruction can and should be embedded with many 
multi-modal and engaging assignments and assessments. Participants will be 
provided with a large collection of assignments and assessments that are 
ready to use immediately, helping to bridge the transition from the 2001 Ohio 
standards into the Core and the PARCC assessments which must be in place by 
the 2014-2015 school year. An emphasis of the workshop will be providing 
ideas for the many new ways of representing and building knowledge using 
nonfiction and informational texts in this new media age. 
 
Location/Date:  
State Library of Ohio in Columbus  
June 19, 2013  
 
Pricing for the Summer workshop: 
$89 for a member 
$149 if two people from the same school attend and one is a member 
$114 for non-members 
$199 if two people from the same school attend and neither is a member 
 

 
Registration is now open!!   

http://www.oelma.org/events/summer-workshop  
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About the Presenters 

William Kist has been researching classroom uses of new media across 

disciplines and grade levels for over 15 years. His profiles of teachers who 
are broadening our conception of literacy were included in his books, New 
Literacies in Action and The Socially Networked Classroom. Building upon 
this work, Dr. Kist’s just-published book, The Global School describes   
teachers who are using new media to collaborate with students and teachers 
across the world. The Global School has been nominated for Book of the 
Year (Education) by ForeWord Reviews.  
 
A former high school English teacher and curriculum supervisor and currently an associate 
professor at Kent State University, Bill has presented nationally and internationally with over 
50 articles and book chapters to his credit. While serving as Director of the Commission on 
Media for the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), he also had the opportunity 
to be Lead Co-Editor for NCTE’s Pathways for 21st Century Literacies, an online professional 
development curriculum focusing on new literacies. Dr. Kist continues to be sought out for 
interviews in the press regarding new literacies, including such publications as U.S. News 
and World Report and Education Week. A member of the National Book Critics Circle, he 
reviews books for the Cleveland Plain Dealer and remains active as a filmmaker and       
musician himself having earned a regional Emmy nomination for Outstanding Music      
Composition. Throughout his career as an educator, Bill has remained active as a           
professional musician. His original music has been compiled on his album, Movie Music. 

 
Bill lives in Copley, Ohio, with his wife, Stephanie and three children—Mariel, Liam, and 
Vivienne. 

OELMA Presents: 2013 Summer Workshop 
Media Literacy Meets New Literacies 
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Frank W. Baker is the author of three books, his most recent Media     
Literacy In the K-12 Classroom (ISTE, 2012). Previously he wrote Political 
Campaigns & Political Advertising: A Media Literacy Guide (Greenwood, 
2009) and Coming Distractions Questioning Movies (Capstone Press, 2007) 
He maintains the  nationally recognized Media Literacy Clearinghouse web 
site and conducts media literacy workshops at conferences, schools and   
districts across the US. He is a consultant to the National Council of     
Teachers of English (NCTE). He can be reached at fbaker1346@aol.com   
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2013 Advanced Placement Summer Institute  
Western Kentucky University 

June 23- 28, 2013 
 

 
English Offerings: 
 
Beginning Workshops (for educators who have not previously attended a week-long AP     
Institute) 

English Language and Composition 
English Literature and Composition 

 
Experienced Workshops (for educators who have attended at least one week-long AP        
Institute) 

English Language and Composition 

English Literature and Composition 
 
Learn how to raise test scores and increase engagement in your Advanced Placement English 
Language & Composition and English Literature & Composition classes by participating in the 
region's most well-established Advanced Placement Summer Institute hosted by The Center 
for Gifted Studies at Western Kentucky University. 

 
This year we are offering workshops for both beginning and experienced AP English teachers. 
Our English Language instructors include AP exam readers and table leaders, as well as a test 
development committee member. Our English Literature instructors have more than 40 years 
of combined teaching experience and have been AP exam readers, table leaders, or test de-
velopment committee members for many years. 
 

Join the thousands of educators from all over the U.S. and beyond who have participated in 
the exemplary Advanced Placement training offered by The Center for 30 years. Since that 
time, the program has serviced more than 7,600 teachers from every state and more than 
two dozen foreign countries, including Brazil, Canada, Spain, South Africa, Korea, and Austra-
lia. Our many years of experience have allowed us to handpick the finest College Board certi-
fied consultants. Among them, our consultants have roughly 530 years of teaching experi-
ence and have won nearly 30 awards for teaching. All of our consultants have been or are AP 
exam readers and AP exam table leaders for the AP readers.  
 

Become a part of the great tradition of Advanced Placement excellence at WKU. 
 
To learn more or apply, visit http://www.wku.edu/gifted/ap_institute.php or call 
270.745.5991. 
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A $500 award, including OCTELA Spring Conference registration, an  OCTELA membership, 

and gifts, will be presented at the 2014 Spring Conference to a K-8 teacher in his or her 2nd 

through 5th years of teaching.  The award is designed to support Ohio’s best and brightest new 

language arts teachers and promote the use of quality literature in the classroom. 

 

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and sent to the chair of the        

selection committee no later than December 15, 2013.  Nominees will receive their application by 

email or regular mail. 

 

Nominee’s Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of years of teaching experience by the end of the 2013-2014 school year: _____ 

 

Name of School: ___________________________________________________________ 

  

School Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

  

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominee’s Email: _______________________________ Phone: ____________________ 

 

Current Position: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominator’s Name: _________________________________________ 

 

Nominator’s Email: _________________________________________  

 

Nominator’s Phone: _________________________________________ 

 

Nominator’s Current Position: ________________________________ 

 OCTELA’s Bonnie Chambers Award  

2014   
Honoring a Promising New Educator  

in English Language Arts 

Send nominations to Susan Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907 

     or email:  bonniechambersaward@gmail.com 

 

Deadline: December 30, 2013 
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OCTELA 2014 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educator 

Nomination Form 
  

 All nominees MUST be a member of OCTELA, and all nominators MUST either be 

members of OCTELA or be a building principal.  Nomination forms MUST be typed or 

printed and submitted to the chair of the Selection Committee by October 1, 2013.   

AWARDS GIVEN IN February 2014 

 

Nominee’s Name:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: __________________________ Work Phone :________________________ 

 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Current Position:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please write a brief statement telling why this individual is qualified to receive this award. 

(Statement may be used if nominee is selected.) 

  

 

 

 

 

Nominator:____________________________________________Date:_______________ 

 

Home Address:____________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone:____________________________Work Phone:______________________ 

 

Name of School or Institution:_______________________________________________ 

 

E-mail nominations:  jnboggs@hotmail.com 

or  

Send nomination via USPS: 

Jessica Bennett   

2775 Lori’s Way, Grove City, Ohio 43123 

Deadline: October 1, 2013 

Page 16 Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts  
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  OCTELA Membership Form                                               

Check your mailing label for your expiration date 

Application for OCTELA membership:  Pay via credit card or remit checks to OCTELA.   

 

Please send checks to Karla Hieatt Bisig,  1209 Heather Run, Wilmington, OH 45177 

karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us 

   

 Join online at www.octela.org 

 
CHECK ONE:   ___ Professional Membership $40     ___ Undergraduate Student or Retired Membership $17 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________  

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________  State: _____  Zip: ________________ 

 

Personal PH _________________________  Work PH: ____________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

County in which you teach: _________________  School: __________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Expiration Date: ______________________   Check One:  _____  MC   _____  Visa    3 digit code on back of card _______ 

Teaching Level:  Check all applicable 

 

___ College    ___ Vocational 

 

___ Secondary       ___  Librarian 

 

___ Middle    ___ Dept. Chair 

 

___ Elementary    ___ Retired 

 

___ Student (Und) ___ Other 

NCTE Membership Form  Ohio P-0177 

Language Arts:   $25 English Education     $25 

English Journal   $25 SLATE (Contribution)    $15 

College English  $25 Res. in Tch. Eng      $25 

Voices from the Middle  $25 Tch English in 2 Yr Coll  $25                             

Talking Points   $25  

Please note that NCTE journals are  NO 

LONGER included in the membership 

fee.  Journal fees for students are half 

the regular membership journal fee. 

Choose One:  ___ New membership  $50 ___ Renewal  $50 Renewal Membership Number __________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________Home Phone:  ________________________ 

Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ____________________  Zip Code: ________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ School Name: _______________________________________ 

School Address: __________________________________   City: ______________________ Zip Code: _______________ 

Voting Section: Check one:    _____ Elementary _____ Middle School _____ Secondary _____ College  
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In our next issue: 

 
 Conversations across the curriculum 
 
 

 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 

1209 Heather Run 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

 
Karla Hieatt Bisig, Editor 

karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us 

 
 
 
The OCTELA newsletter 
is published throughout 
the year and distributed 
to OCTELA members. 
Articles cover events 
and topics of interest to 
OCTELA members and 
English language arts 
educators at large. If 
you have information 
you think would enliven 
or inform our audience 
please submit it  to the 
editor via mail or           
email. 

 

Editorial Advisory Committee: 
Stephenie Eriksson, sm_eriksson@mac.com 
Sarah Ressler Wright, sarahressler@gmail.com 

 
Visit us online: 
www.octela.org 


