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OCTELA 2015—Connected! 

Stephenie Eriksson, OCTELA President 

sm_eriksson@mac.com 

OCTELA’s greatest asset is our membership, and at OCTELA 2015 
over 400 members connected with one another, shared ideas from   
classrooms, and found a much-needed professional oasis in the midst of 
testing insanity. Ohio teachers presented over 80 breakout sessions, 
providing time to network with one another and gain affirmation for the 
innovative practices that are engaging learners across our state.  

Throughout the conference, one message was constant. We must know 
each of our students and use the connections we build with children to 
support them as they develop independent reading and writing lives. 
Keynote speaker Pam Allyn opened the conference on Friday and shared 
characteristics of “Core Ready” learners. She emphasized the importance 
of leading readers to independently select and read texts that interest 
them, and she compared reading to “breathing in” and writing to 
“breathing out.” From Pam’s perspective, the changes in education   
during the Common Core era provide exciting opportunities to lead our 
students as they develop rich, literate lives.  

Continued on page 2 
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Conference 2015: 

A presidential 

Perspective 

At lunch on Friday, Jordan Sonnenblick reminded us that we, English teachers, are 
“truth and beauty” people. His personal story of knowing his students, and              
surrendering to their needs, was inspirational. In addition, John Hudson’s story Friday 
afternoon once again reminded us of the power teachers have to impact the lives of the 
learners in our classrooms. Through our actions in the classroom, we have the power to 
empower our students and motivate learning.  

 

 

 

Saturday with Penny Kittle and Christopher and Jeanette Canyon was inspiring. Penny 
echoed Pam Allyn’s message of helping our students create independent reading lives. 
One of Penny’s most powerful arguments for independent reading is that “no text is 
complex if no one is reading it.” Penny stated that our students must read in volume 
from books that match their interests. Through reading widely, students develop the 
capacity to meet the literacy demands of college and their future careers.  

Penny’s breakout session was standing room only as teachers gained strategies for using 
mentor texts to help students identify the moves writers make and imitate these moves 
as students develop their own voices. 

 

In our final keynote session on       
Saturday, The Canyons’          
presentation illuminated the        
creative process and illustrated how 
research informs their art. So much 
of their process mirrors how we 
want our students to think as they 
conduct research and apply new 
learning to their thinking and     
writing.  

It was an honor to plan the OCTELA 2015 conference, and scanning the Twitter     
poetry that grew out of the OCTELA conference experience affirms that “Connected!” 
was a success! Thank you for joining us for the spring conference. Your presence and 
participation make OCTELA strong! 

 

Until we meet again, stay connected by following OCTELA on Twitter @OCTELA 
and Facebook.   

Submit your proposal for OCTELA 2016–Synergy: Cooperative Interactions Among 
Content Area Teachers Reflecting on the Teaching of Reading http://goo.gl/VHqbhI   

 

 

http://goo.gl/VHqbhI


Presenterrs: 

Tom Romano,  Sarah   

Duncan, Bekah Harper 

Contact information: 

romanots@miamioh.edu 

Writing Social Justice 

Connecting Literature and Literary Non-Fiction Across the Curriculum 

Presenters: 

Linda Parsons, Lisa Patrick 

Contact information: 

parsons.135@osu.edu 
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Conference 2015: 

Breakout sessions 

Reviews 

 

Access Handouts from 

Breakout Sessions:   

http://goo.gl/8uLD2C 

Breakout Overview: 

OCTELA was awesome this year!  I really enjoyed several 
of the breakout sessions that I attended.  One of my     
favorites was “Writing Social Justice” with Tom Romano 
and two of his students:  Sarah Duncan and Bekah       
Harper.  I found Sarah and Bekah’s projects and their   
reflections on writing about social justice most useful.  In 
fact, on Sunday morning, I rose at 6:30 and started        
redesigning my research unit to include a paper with a   
narrative flare.  During their presentation, I appreciated the 
honesty the presenters shared as they described both their 
struggles and triumphs working with social justice         
issues.  As always, Dr. Romano did not disappoint with his 
presentation.  Both Sarah and Bekah are going to be     
prepared to enter the classroom, bringing creative teaching 
ideas with them.  

Reviewed by Megan Bryson 

Breakout Overview: 

I attended the session entitled, "Connecting Literature and Literary Nonfiction Across 
the Curriculum."  This session was led by Lisa Patrick and Linda Parsons from The 
Ohio State University.  The reason I enjoyed this breakout was because the presenters 
discussed multiple books that have strong female protagonists.  I am always looking for 
texts that will appeal to all of my students, but novels with strong female protagonists 
are somewhat difficult to find.  Linda and Lisa presented the information in a fun and 
welcoming environment that made me feel as though their number one priority was 
helping the readers in my classroom.  I look forward to using the suggestions they     
offered! 

Reviewed by Stephanie W. Davey 

Get Connected with Google Classroom 

I found “Get Connected with Google Classroom” by Molly Klodor from Streetsboro 
High School to be a particularly engaging session. 

Molly’s clarity of presentation about the features of Google Classroom was terrific.  I 
really appreciated her session because it helped me see the possibilities of how Google 
Classroom could play out with my students.  Through modeling, actually showing us the 
features of this tool, she made technology seem easy and powerful.  She convinced 
me!  I am eager to try it myself.  It is this kind of session that makes attending           
conferences so critical to on-going professional development.  Teacher-to-teacher, we 
see and hear about new approaches to doing the work we all love best. 

Reviewed by Alexa Sandmann 

Presenters: 

Molly Klodor 

Contact information: 

mklodor@streetsborschools.com 

mailto:romanots@miamioh.edu
mailto:parsons.135@osu.edu
http://goo.gl/8uLD2C
mailto:mklodor@%20streetsborschools.com


Presenters: 

Linda Rice, Andrea Jenigar 

Contact information: 

RiceL2@ohio.edu 

Writing Social Justice 
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Conference 2015: 

Breakout sessions 

Reviews 

 

Access Handouts from 

Breakout Sessions:    

http://goo.gl/8uLD2C 

Breakout Overview: 

My favorite breakout session was entitled “Literary Lenses and 

Genres: Connecting Students with Stories of the Middle East.” 

This session was presented by Dr. Linda J. Rice and Andrea  

Jenigar from Ohio University.  

To summarize, the presentation was informative as well as    

interesting. The methods introduced during the session were         

interactive; through the presentation itself, my eyes were opened 

to a genre of literature that I had not yet taught or studied:     

Literature of the Middle East. Many of the specific texts utilized 

in the presentation were intriguing to me, especially a graphic 

novel about a Muslim teenager facing challenges in a modern 

world.  

As previously mentioned, the versatile teaching methods       

introduced during the presentation will serve to be helpful across 

the board in the ELA classroom, regardless of the genre being 

taught. The methods were creative, versatile, interesting, and 

accessible. I truly enjoyed the “Guided Imagery” exercise, as well 

as the “Pecha Kucha,” “Puppet Presentations,” and the 

“Memory Shoebox” activities. All of the teaching methods    

presented within the session implemented researched “Best 

Practices” as well as modern technology applications, making the 

content exciting and cutting edge to the secondary teacher and 

student alike. 

The presentation did a wonderful job of showing ELA teachers 

how to access and “unpack” many of the themes/concepts   

involved in the study of this genre of literature. Studying       

literature of the Middle East within the ELA curriculum will 

enable my students and many others to truly differentiate      

between the “fanatic Islam” versus the real bulk/core of the 

Muslim faith. 

The session provided ELA teachers with a general understanding 

in regards to differences in the rigidity of the Muslim religion 

across different countries in the Middle East. The themes/

concepts of modesty through dress/covering (Hijabs) and     

abstinence during the sacred time of Ramadan, were illustrated in 

the session through various interactive teaching methods that 

proved to be creative and relatable to high school students. 

In brief, ELA educators who value the importance of promoting 

acceptance and understanding cultural differences will find the 

methods and suggested readings provided in the session on   

Middle Eastern literature to be invaluable tools in teaching global 

tolerance within their own ELA classrooms. 

Reviewed by Samantha J. Shaffner 

Linda Rice discussing literary 

lenses. 

Andrea Jenigar connecting 

with the audience. 

mailto:RiceL2@ohio.edu
http://goo.gl/8uLD2C
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Breakout sessions 

Reviews 

 

Access Handouts from 

Breakout Sessions:   

http://goo.gl/8uLD2C 

Breakout Overview: 

So I have returned from the 2015 OCTELA conference and WOW! I am still 
“downloading”! While my recovery from foot surgery really slowed my stamina and   
limited my participation (I didn’t get to many sessions and had to miss a few of the     
keynote speakers), I left with some wonderful memories and ideas to work with.      
Highlights for me were the luncheons. On Friday, we were treated to Jordan Sonnen-
blick, whom I was not already familiar with (maybe because I teach a younger audience?) 
Anyway, his story really touched me (and made me cry!) Mr. Sonneblick, I am a new fan 
and can’t wait to read your books! 

On Saturday I had the ABSOLUTE privilege of having lunch with Jeanette and        
Christopher Canyon. The Canyon’s had visited Loveland schools two times in the past so 
I already had a nice collection of their work and knew we were in for a treat! However as 
an added bonus of having a reserved seat (as an ELA award winner), my friend Susan 
and I got to sit at their table. We had a wonderful lunch conversation…it was such a 
joy!  Then of course it was followed by their presentation, one that truly brought the 
“Connected” theme of the conference home! 

One of Christopher’s books Grandma’s Feather Bed was one I did not already have. I 
shared with him how one of the things I do with students is explore “text” through song 
lyrics. I had recently played John Denver’s version to my third graders. After just        
listening, we then looked at the lyrics and worked on examining some meaning. I        
followed it up with letting my third graders watch a clip where John Denver sung this 
song on The Muppet Show.  Without going into detail about my lesson with my students, 
let’s just say that the overall theme we extracted was about family.  Now I can return to 
my students with Christopher’s book (autographed, of course!) and we can enjoy the  
language in the lyrics in a wonderfully visual way! (I do already have Country Roads, 
Take Me Home, but need to revisit it with my students because Christopher’s “bridge” 
connection visually and lyrically excited me!) 

I already had Jeanette’s Over in the Ocean app as well as a few other pieces of her work, 
so when she shared her latest City Beats, Susan and I looked at each other and grinned! 
We had just two days prior to the conference discussed perspective/point of view in our 
ELA teacher meeting. How perfect! Now I have Jeanette’s special dedication to us—
“Enjoy perspective”—to take back to love with my students!  

Of course I did enjoy presenting at OCTELA. I met some wonderful new people whom 
I hope I inspired at my presentation “Delve into Discourse.” Ironically, one teacher is my 
neighbor and the other who teaches in a neighboring school district is teaching gifted 
students with a SIMILAR service model! I cannot wait to continue connecting and     
collaborating with these people!  (I have to shout out and thank the fantastic high school 
teachers who stuck with my session! Even though I teach 3/4 I hope they found some 
things they could take back to their classrooms!) 

Thanks to OCTELA for another great conference! See you in 2016! 

Reviewed by Heidi Weber   

Originally posted on Heidi’s blog 

Heidi with Jeanette and   

Christopher Canyon. 

http://goo.gl/8uLD2C
http://www.jordansonnenblick.com/
http://www.jordansonnenblick.com/
http://www.jeanetteandchristophercanyon.com/OfficialWebsite/Welcome.html
http://www.jeanetteandchristophercanyon.com/OfficialWebsite/Welcome.html
http://www.amazon.com/Grandmas-Feather-Audio-John-Denver/dp/158469095X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426768234&sr=8-1&keywords=grandma%27s+feather+bed+book
http://www.amazon.com/Denvers-Country-Roads-Included-Denver/dp/1584690720/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426768283&sr=8-1&keywords=country+roads+take+me+home+book
http://www.amazon.com/Denvers-Country-Roads-Included-Denver/dp/1584690720/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426768283&sr=8-1&keywords=country+roads+take+me+home+book
http://www.amazon.com/City-Beats-Hip-hoppy-Pigeon-Poem/dp/1584690771/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1426768341&sr=8-3&keywords=city+beats+book
https://hwlearninglinks.wordpress.com/2015/03/01/octela/


General background: 

 

Marcia Barnhart holds a M.A. Ed from The Ohio State University and now works as 

an independent educational consultant.  She has refined her skillset over the years 

through her work as an English Language Arts Consultant for the Educational Service 

Center of Lorain County, her service as Vice-President of the Ohio Association of 

School Curriculum and Development (OASCD), her role as a reviewer of lessons and 

resources for the Ohio Resource Center, and as an English language arts content    

expert for INFOhio. After teaching high school English/humanities and chairing the 

English department for Groveport Madison High School, she became a middle school 

administrator. Her next position was with the Ohio Department of Education in the 

Office of Curriculum and Assessment where she served as Assistant Director of     

English Language Arts and supervised the development of the English Language Arts 

Model Curriculum aligned to the Common Core State Standards for ELA/Literacy. 

Before leaving ODE, her last position was as Assistant Director of Professional      

Development where she supervised the PD for Ohio’s New Learning Standards in all 

four content areas. Marcia’s expertise focuses on the implementation of the            

instructional shifts that are demanded by the new standards in English language      

arts and literacy for all content areas.  

OCTELA Welcomes Marcia Barnhart to Executive Board 

Getting to Know Marcia 
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 Contact Marcia: 

Mbarnhart@teacher2teacher.us   

  

Marcia Barnhart 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment 

mailto:Mbarnhart@teacher2teacher.us
mailto:Mbarnhart@teacher2teacher.us


Goal for OCTELA: 

 
My goal is to share my knowledge and experience as a former teacher, administrator, and employee of the Ohio            
Department of Education to advocate for literacy teachers and learners in Ohio.  Improving literacy teaching and learning 
is at the core of my raison d’etre and, thankfully, OCTELA shares this passion! 

Goals for OCTELA 
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Suggested Resources: 

New York State ELA Curriculum       https://www.engageny.org/english-language-arts 

Standford History Education Group    http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh  

Write More, Grade Less (tips)   http://mikeschmoker.com/write-more.html  

New York Times Learning Network  http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/category/lesson-plans/?_r=0 

ASCD Tools for Teaching the CCSS  http://educore.ascd.org/ 

Sarah Binau, a senior at Bexley High School in the Columbus suburb of Bexley, won Ohio’s 10th annual Poetry Out Loud state finals held 
on Saturday, March 7 at the Lincoln Theatre in downtown Columbus.  To earn the win, Binau recited “After Apple-Picking” by Robert 
Frost, “Onions” by William Matthews, and “The Author to Her Book,” by Anne Bradstreet. 

As the state champion, Binau earned a $300 prize and an all-expense-paid trip to compete in the Poetry Out Loud national finals in    
Washington, D.C., April 27-29, 2015. Thanks to her success, her school library will receive $500 for the purchase of poetry books. 

At the national finals, Binau will represent Ohio and compete to become the national champion. The total award pool is $50,000,      
including a $20,000 top prize for the winner. 

Lake Wilburn, the 2014 state champion and national runner-up, finished as this year’s first runner-up in the state finals. Wilburn, a   
senior at Centennial High School in Columbus, received $200 and earned $200 for his school library. At the recent OCTELA           
conference in Worthington, Wilburn lent his support to Poetry Out Loud by reciting Philip Levine's "They Feed They Lion" before the 
Friday keynote.  

Ares Harper, a senior from Columbus Alternative High School in Columbus, placed as the second runner-up and received $100, with 
$50 for his school library. 

Three other students earned honorable mentions: Anna McMurchy, a senior at Western Reserve Academy in Hudson, finished fourth; 
Genevieve Urban, a freshman at The Lyceum in South Euclid, finished fifth; and Xander Borne, a senior at Green High School in 
Green, finished sixth.  

More than 9,000 students from nearly 60 schools around Ohio were registered for Poetry Out Loud competitions this year. After        
classroom-level and school-wide contests, 34 students remained to compete in the final event. They performed classic and                
contemporary poems for a panel of poetry and performance experts. Students were awarded points for voice and articulation, physical 
presence, dramatic appropriateness, level of complexity, evidence of understanding, accuracy, and overall performance. 

All six finalists received a framed original block print, created by Cleveland artist Michael Gill. The print incorporated the poem, "The 
Promise of Blue," by Kazim Ali, a poet and Oberlin College professor. Ali also recited poems at the event and offered the finalists a 
signed copy of his 2013 volume of poetry, Sky Ward. 

Former state senator Eric H. Kearney of Cincinnati, who sponsored and passed legislation creating the position of Ohio Poet Laureate, 
emceed this year's state finals.  

Poetry Out Loud is presented by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation in partnership with the Ohio Arts 
Council. The program encourages high school students to learn about great poetry, master public-speaking skills, build self-confidence, 
and study their literary heritage. 

Poetry Out Loud Announces Winner 

https://www.engageny.org/english-language-arts
http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
http://mikeschmoker.com/write-more.html
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/category/lesson-plans/?_r=0
http://educore.ascd.org/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173523
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poem/26735
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/172953
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Application for OCTELA membership:  Pay via credit card or remit checks to OCTELA.             

Please send forms to Karla Hieatt,  1209 Heather Run, Wilmington, OH 45177    

        

octela@gmail.com 

 

   Join online at www.octela.org 

 

CHECK ONE:   ___ Professional Membership $40   ___ Undergraduate Student or Retired Membership $17 

OCTELA ID number:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________  

     

      Has your name changed?  If so, please inform us:  __________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________  State: _____  Zip: ______________ 

 

Personal PH _______________________  Work PH: ___________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

 

County in which you teach: ________________  School: ________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date: ________   Check One:  ____  MC   ____  Visa    3 digit code on back of card ______ 

Teaching Level(s):    

 

___ College  

___ Secondary        

___ Middle  

___ Elementary    

___ Pre-K  

___ Student (Und)  

___ Vocational 

___ Librarian 

___ Dept. Chair 

___ Retired 

___ Administrator 

___ Other 

mailto:octela@gmail.com
http://www.octela.org/membership.html
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Application for NCTE membership:  Remit checks to NCTE.                                                           

Please send forms to NCTE, 11 W Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096 

 

Language Arts:   $25 English Education    $25 

 

English Journal   $25 SLATE (Contribution)    $15 

 

College English  $25 Res. in Tch. Eng     $25 

 

Voices from the Middle  $25 Tch English in 2 Yr Coll  $25     

Please note that NCTE            jour-

nals are  NO LONGER       included 

in the membership fee.  

 

Journal fees for students are half the 

regular membership journal fee. 

Choose One:  ___ New membership  $50 ___ Renewal  $50          Renewal Membership Number __________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________Home Phone:  _________________________ 

 

Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ____________________  Zip Code: ________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________ School Name: ______________________________ 

 

School Address: __________________________________   City: _______________Zip Code: ______________ 

 

Voting Section: Check one:     

 

_____ Elementary _____ Middle School _____ Secondary _____ College  

 



 

The OCTELA newsletter is published throughout the year and distributed to OCTELA members. 

Articles cover events and topics of interest to OCTELA members and English language arts       

educators at large. If you have information you think would enliven or inform our audience please 

submit it  to the editor via mail or email. 

Phone: 937.725.1343 
Email: octela@gmail.com 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 

Karla Hieatt, Editor 
 
1209 Heather Run 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

www.octela.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

http://www.octela.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ohio-Council-of-Teachers-of-English-Language-Arts/106278739428242
https://twitter.com/octela

