
Friday Keynote:   

Pam Allyn 

Pam Allyn is a renowned literacy   

expert. She is the author of many 

books for educators and families,  

including Pam Allyn's Best Books for 

Boys, What to Read When, and now, 

the Core Ready Series from Pearson, 

units of study in the teaching of   

reading and writing for the standards 

era. Pam is the founding director of 

LitWorld and LitLife.    
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Preschool Liaison Newest Addition to Board 

OCTELA strives to support students and educators prekindergarten 

through college.  In an effort to better serve our pre-k membership,  

OCTELA president Debbie Thomas has appointed Sara Marker as 

the executive board’s new preschool liaison.   Learn about Sara and 

her vision for a strengthening the connection between OCTELA 

and the world of preschool education across the state on page 4. 

 

The OCTELA Newsletter, member of The NCTE Information Exchange, is a publication of the 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (OCTELA), founded in 1957 as the English 

Association of Ohio (EAO). OCTELA is the only statewide affiliate of the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE) representing teachers of English language arts, prekindergarten 

through college.  

Saturday Keynote:   

Penny Kittle 

Penny Kittle is the author and  

coauthor of many books,          

including Write  Beside Them; Inside 

Writing,  coauthored with Donald 

Graves; and Book Love: Developing 

Depth, Stamina, and Passion in      

Adolescent Readers. She most       

recently coedited (with Thomas 

Newkirk) a collection of Donald 

Graves’   writing titled Children 

Want to Write: Donald Graves and the 

Revolution in Children’s Writing.                                                                           

OCTELA’s Spring        

Conference, slated for   

February 27-28, 2015, will 

take place at the            

Doubletree Hotel in 

Worthington. Keynote 

speakers include Pam    

Allyn, Jordan Sonnenblick, 

and John  Hudson on    

Friday.  Christopher     

Canyon,  Jeanette Canyon, 

and Penny Kittle will join 

us on  Saturday.  Preview 

exciting breakout sessions 

on pages 2 and 3. 



Presenter: 

Marcia Barnhart 

Contact information: 

mbarnhart@teacher2teacher.us 

A Year of  Argument 

Close Reading Model Lessons 

Project Based Learning:  National History Day in Language Arts  

Presenters: 

Christina Smart Meigs and  

Molly Uline-Olmstead 

Contact information: 

smartc@triad.k12.oh.us 
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Conference 2015: 

Breakout sessions 

of interest (Friday) 

Presenters: 

Noah Waspe and David Tarr 

Contact information: 

Waspe.noah@lebanon.k12.oh.us 

Session Synopsis: 

In this session, teachers will gain fun and 

engaging (and battle tested) strategies for 

guiding students as they explore and write 

arguments that matter to them. 

Session Synopsis: 

This session will provide an overview of National   

History Day and strategies for utilizing the NHD   

curriculum in your ELA classroom.  NHD is an     

excellent example of project based learning that is  

interdisciplinary, naturally differentiating, focused on 

close reading of informational texts, and fully aligned 

to the Common Core State Standards. 

Session Synopsis: 

Participants will examine the “close reading model” 

as required by the new standards, learn what close 

reading looks like in practice, explore the resources 

to support teaching it, and learn the steps to create a 

close reading model lesson based on the content 

they teach. 

mailto:mbarnhart@teacher2teacher.us
mailto:smartc@triad.k12.oh.us
mailto:smartc@triad.k12.oh.us
mailto:Waspe.noah@lebanon.k12.oh.us


Presenters: 

Franki Sibberson, Fran   

Wilson, and Barbara Kiefer 

Contact information: 

franki22@me.com 

Presenter: 

Tom Romano 

Contact information: 

romanots@miamioh.edu 

Teaching with the 2014 Charlotte Huck Award Books  

Writing Social Justice 

No More Drive-By Citations:  Teaching How to Use a Direct Quote  

Presenter: 

Nancy Mack 

Contact information: 

nancy.mack@wright.edu 
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Conference 2015: 

Breakout sessions of 

interest (Saturday) 

Session Synopsis: 

The 2014 Charlotte Huck Award winner, honor books, 

and recommended books will be shared along with ideas 

for using them for reading and writing instruction in the 

classroom.  NCTE’s Charlotte Huck Award recognizes 

fiction that has the potential to transform children’s lives 

by inviting compassion, imagination, and wonder.     

Teachers will learn criteria for selecting quality fiction 

books.  The books will be placed on display and teachers 

will receive a bibliography. 

Session Synopsis: 

Frustrations abound when students are expected to quote sources.  Writers need help 

with introducing a source, placing a quote in a paragraph, and following-up with     

commentary.  Using quoted evidence is important for both writing argumentative and 

literary essays.  Several teachers will share key handouts and activities for sandwiching 

quotes. 

Session Synopsis: 

New NCTE standards for teacher education note that  

candidates demonstrate how knowledge of social justice 

can enhance student learning.  This session will show how 

one university methods teacher designed an essay          

assignment to  engage candidates directly in thinking about 

and taking a stand on an issue of social justice. 

Breakout Presenter:   

Tom Romano 
For more conference information: 

Conference: http://www.octela.org/conferences.html  

Online Registration: http://www.octela.org/conference-links.html  

Paper Registration: http://www.octela.org/conference-forms.html 

mailto:franki22@me.com
mailto:romanots@miamioh.edu
mailto:nancy.mack@wright.edu
mailto:Nancy.mack@wright.edu
http://www.octela.org/conferences.html
http://www.octela.org/conference-links.html
http://www.octela.org/conference-forms.html


General background: 

 

I am currently licensed as a K-12 Mild/Moderate Intervention Specialist and Early 

Childhood Intervention Specialist. I received undergraduate and graduate degrees from 

Kent State University. As of right now, I am an early preschool teacher at The      

Goddard School in Westerville, Ohio.  I am also involved with Ohio’s Subdivision of 

The Division for Early Childhood as its membership chair. As of December 2014, I 

proudly accepted the position as OCTELA’s preschool liaison.  

OCTELA Welcomes Sara Marker to Executive Board 

In Sara’s Own Words: 
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 Contact Sara: 

markerse@live.com 

 

Follow Sara: 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/literacycorner/ 

Goals for OCTELA: 

 

While serving as the preschool liaison for OCTELA, I plan to continue learning and 

sharing evidence-based practices regarding literacy and language development in 

young children. I want to advocate for the importance of early education, meaningful 

learning experiences, and quality childcare of all young children in the state of Ohio. I 

am also passionate about the importance of teachers seeking out professional        

development as well as being mindful of jargon when speaking to other professional 

disciplines and, more importantly, families.  

Sara Marker, Preschool Liaison 

mailto:markerse@live.com
http://www.pinterest.com/literacycorner/


 

http://www.naeyc.org/tyc/current 

 

 The National Association for the Education of Young Children publishes Teaching Young Children. It discusses 

some of the hot topics in early childhood education, provides book and website suggestions, and offers fun      

activities that can be implemented in your classroom. By using this link, you can view some of the topics inside 

TYC even if you are not a member or current subscriber! 

 

http://www.dec-sped.org/ 
 

The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) is a sub-division of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) which 

promotes the education of young children with special needs and their families. This is a great resource for the 

teachers in OCTELA who work with young children (birth to age 8) or those  who are at risk for developmental 

delays.  
 

https://login.occrra.org/ 
 

 The Ohio Child Care Resource & Referral Association (OCCRRA) provides trainings for Ohio early childhood 

teachers as well as for caregivers in daycares and after-school programs. This website allows teachers and         

caregivers to create a profile and search for professional development trainings and conferences in their area based 

on their interests and needs with alignment to the Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS). 

Many of the trainings are low to no cost and are approved by a variety of agencies such as the Ohio Department 

of Education, Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Help Me Grow, and Step Up to Quality.  
 

http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/ 
 

 Created by Allison MacDonald, this site has a ton of book and activities ideas for young children ages birth to 

eight (and older!). It is helpful that Allison sorts books and activities by topics so that as a teacher, I can plan my 

lessons around the interests of the children in my classroom! 

 

http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
 

 The Screen Actors Guild has twenty-seven books available that are read aloud by a variety of SAG actors and  

actresses. Each story shows the actor/actress reading the book, text, pictures, as well as some animation. The   

stories—especially I Need My Monster by Amanda Noll, read by Rita Moreno—are very popular in my classroom .  

Sara’s Great Early Education Resources  
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The Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts supports authentic assessment 
and evaluation and believes that all children can learn; however, we know that children 
do not learn at the same rate, at the same time, or under the same circumstances.  While 
efforts to improve the quality of education in Ohio, especially in underachieving 
schools, are laudable, and the desire for accountability is understandable, high stakes 
testing often fails to accurately assess students’ knowledge, understanding, and capability 
and is an inadequate and often unreliable measure of both student learning and educator 
effectiveness.  Further, the overreliance on high stakes standardized testing hampers 
educators' efforts to focus on the broad range of learning experiences that promote the 
innovation, creativity,    problem solving, collaboration, communication, critical     
thinking  and deep subject-matter knowledge that will allow students to thrive in a    
democracy and an increasingly global society and economy. 
 
 
Resolved that the Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 
(OCTELA): 

 call on the governor, state legislature and state education boards and administrators 
to re-examine public school accountability systems in Ohio, and develop a system 
based on multiple forms of authentic assessment which does not require extensive 
standardized testing, more accurately reflects the broad range of student learning, 
and is used to support students and improve schools; and that we 

 call on legislators and policymakers to repeal laws and policies that tie significant 
consequences to scores on single assessments; and that we 

 invite legislators and policymakers to join with professional organizations to       
develop better means of improving assessment in Ohio. 

OCTELA Adopts Position Statements 

Testing and Assessment 
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At its fall retreat this past November, the OCTELA Executive Board drafted and     

approved the following position statements.  Please feel free to share these with         

interested organization.  Contact octela@gmail.com with any questions. 

To review additional OCTELA position statements, please visit: 

http://www.octela.org/position_statements.html 

mailto:octela@gmail.com
http://www.octela.org/position_statements.html


OCTELA Adopts Position Statements (continued)  
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Common Core and the 5 of  8 Rule 

Background:  5 of 8 Rule 

 

Ohio Administrative Code Rule 3301-35-05, adopted in 1983, requires local districts to 

have a certain number of elementary art, music and physical education teachers,         

counselors, librarians, nurses, social workers and visiting teachers. Specifically, schools 

must have at least five of these eight positions for every 1,000 students, the so-called 5 of 8 

rule. 

 

Under the current proposal, the state Board of Education would abolish the 5 of 8 rule, 

and the operating standards would require that “educational service personnel are          

credentialed staff with the knowledge, skills and expertise to support the educational,    

instructional, health, mental health and college/career readiness needs of students.”   

 

OEA supports keeping the language in Rule 5 for the following reasons: 

 Removing the Current Rule 5 language would have the immediate effect of further       
reducing the educational opportunities that are available to boys and girls in Ohio’s 
schools. 

 Current Rule 5 language already provides significant flexibility to local school districts; 
there is no compelling reason to change it. 

 Without rules requiring Ohio’s schools to provide specific services that meet the needs 
of the whole child (including school counseling, nursing, library media support, social 
work, and elementary art, music and physical education instruction), school districts 
will have the incentive to focus personnel and other resources only on tested subjects. 

 Maintaining the 5 of 8 rule demonstrates that the State Board of Education is       
committed to equal educational opportunity for all of Ohio’s students. If the 5 of 8 
rule were eliminated from the Operating Standards, children from low-wealth       
communities—those who need these services the most —would be the most likely to 
be deprived of the support they need for a well-rounded education. 

 
Resolution 
 

 RESOLVED: OCTELA believes that students flourish academically when they are nourished by 
support personnel that ensure the creativity, health, and well being of the whole child; therefore, 
eliminating the 5 of 8 Rule will have a direct and negative impact on Ohio students, including 
many in low-wealth districts where the need for a broad-range of school-based supports for     
children is most acute.   



OCTELA Membership Form 
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Application for OCTELA membership:  Pay via credit card or remit checks to OCTELA.             

Please send forms to Karla Hieatt,  1209 Heather Run, Wilmington, OH 45177    

        

octela@gmail.com 

 

   Join online at www.octela.org 

 

CHECK ONE:   ___ Professional Membership $40   ___ Undergraduate Student or Retired Membership $17 

OCTELA ID number:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________  

     

      Has your name changed?  If so, please inform us:  __________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________  State: _____  Zip: ______________ 

 

Personal PH _______________________  Work PH: ___________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

 

County in which you teach: ________________  School: ________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date: ________   Check One:  ____  MC   ____  Visa    3 digit code on back of card ______ 

Teaching Level(s):    

 

___ College  

___ Secondary        

___ Middle  

___ Elementary    

___ Pre-K  

___ Student (Und)  

___ Vocational 

___ Librarian 

___ Dept. Chair 

___ Retired 

___ Administrator 

___ Other 

mailto:octela@gmail.com
http://www.octela.org/membership.html


NCTE Membership Form   Ohio P-0177 
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Application for NCTE membership:  Remit checks to NCTE.                                                          

Please send forms to NCTE, 11 W Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096 

 

Language Arts:   $25 English Education    $25 

 

English Journal   $25 SLATE (Contribution)    $15 

 

College English  $25 Res. in Tch. Eng     $25 

 

Voices from the Middle  $25 Tch English in 2 Yr Coll  $25     

Please note that NCTE            jour-

nals are  NO LONGER       included 

in the membership fee.  

 

Journal fees for students are half the 

regular membership journal fee. 

Choose One:  ___ New membership  $50 ___ Renewal  $50          Renewal Membership Number __________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________________Home Phone:  _________________________ 

 

Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ____________________  Zip Code: ________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________ School Name: ______________________________ 

 

School Address: __________________________________   City: _______________Zip Code: ______________ 

 

Voting Section: Check one:     

 

_____ Elementary _____ Middle School _____ Secondary _____ College  

 



 

The OCTELA newsletter is published throughout the year and distributed to OCTELA members. 

Articles cover events and topics of interest to OCTELA members and English language arts       

educators at large. If you have information you think would enliven or inform our audience please 

submit it  to the editor via mail or email. 

Phone: 937.725.1343 
Email: octela@gmail.com 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 

Karla Hieatt, Editor 
 
1209 Heather Run 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

www.octela.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

http://www.octela.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ohio-Council-of-Teachers-of-English-Language-Arts/106278739428242
https://twitter.com/octela

